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Inverell Shire Library Celebrates 2022 NSW Seniors Festival  

The largest senior’s festival in the Southern Hemisphere is coming to the Inverell Library and ready to    

celebrate incredible seniors. 

Themed ‘It’s time to reconnect’, the 2022 NSW Seniors Festival will deliver hundreds of FREE and       

discounted activities, workshops, and performances for seniors across the state.  

After months of distancing it’s time to come together and reconnect in person and online with fun and     

entertaining events and activities this NSW Seniors Festival. 

With a diverse range of experiences on offer, the festival will inspire seniors to be active, socialise, and 

share their skills and wisdom, all while connecting with their community. 

The following activities will be held at the Inverell Library:  

 Tech Savvy Seniors : All About Iphones | Friday 25th March 10am-11:30am 

Learn the basics of the Apple Iphone.  

 Tech Savvy Seniors : All about Android Phones | Friday 25th March 3pm-4:30pm 

Learn the basics of an Android phone.  

 Games Fun on Tablets | Monday 28th March 10am-11:30am  

Have fun playing some games on Ipads that can also help you navigate a touchscreen. Ipads will be    

supplied.  

 Movie Screening “June Again” | Tuesday 29th March 10:30am 

Heartfelt Australian comedy starring Noni Hazelhurst 

 Colouring Fun | Wednesday 30th March 10am - 11:30am 

Unwind and relax with some colouring therapy. Material will be supplied but welcome to bring your own.  

 Movie Screening “June Again” | Friday 1st April 2:30pm 

Bookings will be required for all events and will open one week prior to the event date.  

More information about each event will be available once posters are complete.  

Running from Friday 25 March to Sunday 3 April 2022 the NSW Seniors Festival engages up to 500,000 

seniors annually.  

NSW Seniors Festival is presented by the NSW Government. 

For the latest updates and activity listings visit www.seniorsfestival.nsw.gov.au and follow NSW Seniors 

Festival on Facebook. 
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All About Ella by Meredith Appleyard 

At 70, Ella’s world is upended, leaving her at odds with her three adult 

children, whose attention is fixed more firmly on her money than her    

ongoing welfare. After an argument with her son Anthony, she flees his 

Adelaide home for Cutlers Bay, a seaside town on the Yorke Peninsula. 

There she befriends Angie a 40-year-old drifter, and becomes an irritant 

to local cop Zach. He’s keen to shift Ella off his turf, because Anthony 

phones daily, demanding his mother be sent home. And besides, Zach 

just doesn’t trust Angie.  

Ella warms to Cutlers Bay, and it warms to her. In a defiant act of       

self-determination, she buys an entirely unsuitable house on the        

outskirts of town, and Angie agrees to help make it habitable. Zach is 

drawn to the house on the clifftop, and find himself revising his earlier 

opinions of Ella, and Angie.  

A keenly observed story about aging and its inherent vulnerability, about 

community and chosen family, about how family stressors shape us all, 

about trust and loyalty, and about standing up for yourself.  

Birds Of A Feather by Tricia Stringer 

Eve has been a partner in a Wallaby Bay fishing fleet as long as she 

can remember. Now they want her to sell - but what would her life be 

without work? She lives alone, her role on the town committee has 

been spiked by malicious gossip and she is incapacitated after surgery. 

For the first time in her life she feels weak, vulnerable - old.  

When her troubled goddaughter Julia arrives at Wallaby Bay, she 

seems to offer Eve a reprieve from her own concerns. But there is no 

such thing as plain sailing. Eve has another house guest, the abrasive 

Lucy, who is helping her recuperate and does not look kindly on Julia’s 

desire for Eve’s attention.  

But Lucy, too, has demons to battle and as each woman struggles to 

overcome their loss of place in the world, they start to realise that there 

may be more that holds them together than keeps them apart.  

But will these birds of a feather truly be able to reinvent what family 

means? Or will the secrets and hurts of the past shatter their precarious 

hold on their new lives...and each other?  
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The Traitor’s Girl by Christine Wells 

After receiving a mysterious summons from her long – lost grandmother, 

Australian teacher Annabel Logan agrees to visit her home in the        

Cotswolds. But when she arrives at the magnificent Beechwood Hall, it 

appears abandoned and the local villagers have no idea where the        

reclusive Caroline Banks might be.  

The one person who might know something is enigmatic journalist        

Simon Culpepper. He reveals that Carrie became a spy and agent       

provocateur for M15 during the Second World War. But when British    

intelligence failed to investigate a dangerous traitor, she decided to take 

matters into her own hands.  

Concerned that her grandmother’s secret past has caught up with her, 

Annabel stays on to investigate. But the more she uncovers, the more 

difficult it becomes to know who to trust. There are strange incidents    

occurring at Beechwood and Annabel must use all her ingenuity and    

daring to find Carrie before it’s too late.  

Spring Clean for the Peach Queen by Sasha Wasley 

One tanked career, one badly timed glamour shoot and one dead        

boyfriend later, thirty-year-old Lottie Bentz is finally going home.  

Back in the orchard town of Bonnievale, Lottie embarks on a radical      

declutter of her life, Marie Kondo-style. She casts out everything that got 

her into trouble: her phone, socials, make-up and a tendency to tell little 

white lies - to herself and others. But home has its own issues, not least 

Lottie’s staunchly feminist mother, who is furious with her.  

When Lottie lands herself a place to stay in exchange for helping kindly 

Mrs Brooker try out the Kondo method, it seems like the perfect farm    

escape. That’s until Angus, Lottie’s former Peach King and heir to the 

Brooker orchards, makes it clear she’s not welcome - especially when 

Lottie’s declutter begins to stir up long buried memories and half-truths.  

As Lottie finds her way back to herself, can she use her talents to coax 

Bonnievale and the Brookers out of the past? After all, everyone          

deserves to feel love, hope and the occasional spark of joy.  
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Marian Keyes 

Marian Keyes (born 10 September 1963) is an Irish writer of popular     

fiction. The multi-million copy, internationally bestselling author of some 

of the most widely loved genre-defying novels of the past thirty years – 

such as ‘Rachel’s Holiday’, ‘Anybody Out There’ and ‘Grown Ups’ has 

millions of fans around the world. They are irresistibly drawn by her 

warmth and wit, fearless honesty, relatable characters and relationships, 

and sheer storytelling magic. Not only has Marian inspired and             

entertained countless readers, but also the next generation of writers 

too. 

As a beloved author herself, Marian is a passionate champion of storytellers everywhere, playing an    

active role in encouraging new voices. She has been the chair of judges for the Comedy Women in Print 

prize, a sponsor of the Curtis Brown Creative Marian Keyes scholarship, and most recently ran her own 

hugely popular Instagram Live series bringing free creative writing courses to thousands of viewers.    

Marian also uses her position to raise some of the most challenging issues of our time, including         

addiction, immigration, depression, domestic violence and the Repeal the Eighth campaign. 

Both critically acclaimed and commercially unstoppable, Marian’s fourteenth novel ‘Grown Ups’ went 

straight to No.1 in hardback and paperback in four global territories: UK, Australia, New Zealand, South 

Africa, and was shortlisted for the British Book Awards Audiobook of the Year. In addition to her novels, 

Marian has written two collections of journalism, as well as been the star of the second series of her hit 

show Between Ourselves aired on BBC Radio 4 at the start of 2021. 

Although many of her novels are known as comedies, they revolve around dark themes often drawn from 

Keyes' own experiences, including domestic violence, drug abuse, mental illness, divorce and             

alcoholism. Keyes considers herself a feminist, and has chosen to reflect feminist issues in many of her 

books. 

Keyes' stories usually revolve around a strong female character who overcomes numerous obstacles to 

achieve lasting happiness. Regarding her decision to use an optimistic tone and hopeful ending, Keyes 

has said: "I'm very bleak, really melancholic. But I've always used humour as a survival mechanism. I 

write for me and I need to feel hopeful about the human condition. So no way I'm going to write a        

downbeat ending. And it isn't entirely ludicrous to suggest that sometimes things might work out for the 

best." 

Critics recognise Keyes's writing as tackling difficult subjects in a relatable fashion. As told to The Irish 

Times by another Irish author: "It’s a rare gift....The 

only other writer I can think of who writes so          

hilariously and movingly about serious subjects was 

the late, great Sue Townsend." 

‘Again Rachel’, the sequel to her ground-breaking 

novel ‘Rachel’s Holiday’, will be Marian’s fifteenth     

novel. 

Marian is based in Dun Laoghaire, Dublin. 

Biography from www.mariankeyes.com and Wikipedia.  

Image from www.irishmirror.ie 
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Book Review by Belynda - Collection Services Officer 

‘Scrublands’ by Chris Hammer starts like a typical Australian rural crime novel.  

Beloved priest from a small community, devastated by drought, opens fire before mass killing 5 members 

of his own community before getting himself killed. Media reports he was a paedophile and killed people 

before he was found out.  

Case closed.  

But when troubled journalist Martin Scarsden comes to town one year after the shooting to write a        

memorial story for his paper, he finds a town still grieving, struggling to put the pieces together to try and 

heal. The man they knew, is not fitting with the reports, rumours and facts. When the media descend on 

the small little town for more murders, Martin finds himself as the story, needing to defend himself while 

trying to find the truth. Clearly finding out what happened a year ago will clear Martins name.  

This is a very interesting book. It is captivating and thrilling in every chapter, with an ending that I did not 

see coming. Chris throws everything into the story; drought, car crashes, fires, domestic violence, bikies, 

spies and even fake personas, there is not much the story didn’t have to keep a reader entranced.  

However, I struggled with the writing style. Chris Hammer is highly descriptive (even when it was         

unnecessary) which can take away from the thrill of the story. There are some things a reader does not 

need described in order to get into a story and character.  

This book has been well received by readers and has been highly requested by our patrons. For this     

reason we have this book in Adult fiction, Large print, E-book (through wheelers platform) and E-audio 

(through Bolinda digital). 

If you are a widely read crime reader, give ‘Scrublands’ a go and see if you can pick the twists and turns 

that has made this a highly sought after read. 

Scrublands by Chris Hammer 

In an isolated country town brought to its knees by endless drought, a charismatic and         

dedicated young priest calmly opens fire on his congregation, killing five parishioners before 

being shot dead himself.  

A year later, troubled journalist Martin Scarsden arrives in Riversend to write a feature on the     

anniversary of the tragedy. But the stories he hears from the locals about the priest and        

incidents leading up to the shooting don’t fit the accepted version of events his own           

newspaper reported in an award-winning investigation. Martin can’t ignore his doubts, nor 

the urgings of some locals to unearth the real reason behind the priest’s deadly rampage.  

Just as Martin believes he is making headway, a shocking new development rocks the town, 

which becomes the biggest story in Australia. The media descends on    

Riversend, and Martin is now the one in the spotlight. His reasons for     

investigating the shooting have suddenly become very personal.  

Wrestling with his own demons, Martin finds himself risking everything to 

discover a truth that becomes darker and more complex with every twist. 

But there are powerful forces determined to stop him, and he has no idea 

how far they will go to make sure the town’s secrets stay buried.  

A compulsive thriller that will haunt you long after you have turned the    

final page.  
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Ribbit Rabbit Robot by Victoria Mackinlay 

“This lamp is enchanted and I am the genie. I’ll 

grant all your wishes but don’t be a meanie.” 

When a friendly frog, a greedy rabbit and a robot 

with a short fuse discover a magic lamp. Chaos 

follows...and friendship is found.  

How To Hug a Cactus by Emily S. Smith 

How do you hug a cactus that can hurt you with its 

spikes? 

How do you show your love for it and help it to play 

nice? 

With a little imagination and a whole lot of heart these 

two unlikely little friends will never be apart.  

Little Wombat’s Easter Surprise by Charles Fuge 

It’s Easter time. And Little Wombat is searching for eggs 

when somebody rushes past. It’s not Rabbit. And it’s not      

Koala.  

So who can it be? 

A delightful tale about how a special Easter someone shows 

Little Wombat how important it is to share with your friends.  

Roary the Lion by Rory H. Mather  

All lions roar right?  

Not Roary and now he’s supposed to be the King of the 

Jungle! 

Try as he might, poor Roary has trouble finding his 

voice. Can his friends help him find his bellow or will he 

be left with a tiny squeak? 
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Digital Library 
The Inverell Library has a collection of eBooks and eAudio books that can be downloaded to your        

computer, tablet, phone or other mobile device. All digital services are free to library members. When    

accessing these new services, please note that the first character of your library card number is a Capital 

Letter "I" for Inverell, and not the number one. 

 For Ebooks try:       For eAudiobooks try: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          For emagazines.newspapers try: 

 

 

 

 

Lonely Planet Discover Ireland  

The world's leading travel guide publisher ‘Lonely Planet Discover Ireland’ is your passport to the most 

relevant, up-to-date advice on what to see and skip, and what hidden discoveries await you. Slurp      

oysters and clap your hands to spirited fiddle music in a lively Galway pub, explore medieval castles, or 

set off amid vibrant green hills toward Atlantic coastal trails; all with your trusted travel companion.      

Discover the best of Ireland and begin your journey now!  

Inside ‘Lonely Planet Discover Ireland’: Full-colour maps and images throughout. Highlights and             

itineraries help you tailor your trip to your personal needs and interests. Insider tips to save time and 

money and get around like a local, avoiding crowds and trouble spots.  

Essential info at your fingertips: hours of operation, phone numbers, websites, transit tips, prices.       

Honest reviews for all budgets: eating, sleeping, sight-seeing, going out, shopping, hidden gems that 

most guidebooks miss. Cultural insights give you a richer, more rewarding travel experience - customs, 

history, art, literature, music, politics, landscapes, sports, food, drink, and more. 

Free, convenient pull-out Dublin map (included in print version), plus over 30    

colour neighbourhood maps. Useful features - including Walking Tours, Month-by

-Month (annual festival calendar), and Travel with Kids Coverage of Dublin,    

Wicklow, Eastern Ireland, Kilkenny, The Southeast, Cork, Ring of Kerry, Galway, 

Clare, Western Ireland, Sligo, Donegal, Belfast, Derry, Antrim Coast, and more.  

eBook Features: (Best viewed on tablet devices and smartphones)                

Downloadable PDF and offline maps to avoid roaming and data charges.          

Effortlessly navigate and jump between maps and reviews. Speedy search       

capabilities to easily find what you need. Add notes to personalise your guide-

book experience. Zoom-in maps and images. ‘Lonely Planet Discover Ireland’, 

our easy-to-use guide, filled with inspiring and colourful photos, focuses on      

Ireland's most popular attractions for those looking for the best of the best.  

     Available to download from eplatform by Wheelers 
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How to use smart home technology | Monday 21st March 10am-11am 

With the increasing popularity of smart home technology in Australia, you may have already heard the 

term ‘smart home’ but wondered exactly what it is and how it works. We will introduce you to the          

benefits of smart homes, tell you what you need to set one up, and how to protect your privacy and 

safety while enjoying all the convenience this technology brings. 

Join our 1-hour webinar to learn 

• The benefits of smart home technology 

• What you need to set up a smart home 

• How a voice assistant works 

• How to protect your information and keep yourself safe 

 

What is a smart home? 

A smart home uses your home’s internet connection and Wi-Fi network to make various compatible     

devices talk to each other. Think of it like a type of advanced remote control that can make life easier. 

You can control your smart home using a smart speaker. This is a device that you speak to, with        

software inside called a voice assistant that responds to what you say.  

Some people install very sophisticated smart home systems, which usually require an electrician or      

other specialist. These systems can control such things as the air-conditioning, home security, lighting, 

and more.  

You don’t need a complicated installation, though. You can get many of the benefits of a smart home 

from a smart speaker. It uses your home Wi-Fi and internet to understand your voice, and it can control 

compatible devices, such as your smart TV.  

What is a Webinar? 

A webinar is a seminar or presentation that 

takes place over the Internet to allow             

participants to see and hear the presenter, ask 

questions and sometimes answer polls.  

The ‘Be Connected’ organisation has a series of 

webinars available where all you have to do is 

watch the presentation and ask any questions 

you may have. The webinars are designed to be 

as simple as possible for participants. 

Webinars coming up in April: 

How to use government websites 

Safer online shopping and banking 

Helpful apps for your smartphone 



Inverell Friends of the Library 

Friends of the Library (FOL) are members of the 

community who recognise the importance of the   

library and wish to support its operations. 

Membership is open to any over 18 years old. 

 

The role of FOL 

• Promote library services.   

• Develop community support for the library. 

• Make presentations on behalf of the library to 

Government bodies. 

• Access non-government funding sources. 

• Provide practical assistance with  

         major library events and projects. 

 

Past success include  

• Provided bookcase display for Local History 

books. 

• Arranged cultural events including author    

visits, poetry nights and film screenings 

• Donated generous amounts of money        

towards library stock since inception 

• Enrich the cultural life of the community 

• Provide ongoing magazine subscriptions of 

popular titles. 

The FOL meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the 

month at 10am.  

Meetings are a great opportunity for the FOL to 

plan events, determine how they assist in library 

projects and receive a report on library news from 

the Manager, Library Services. Meetings are open 

to all who are interested.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information or to join the Friends of 

the Library please see the staff at the library or 

phone (02) 67288130.  
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Home Library Service 

Are you temporarily or  

permanently housebound? 

 

Every 3 weeks, library staff are able to deliver 

items of your choice to you. 

 

We have a wide range of items available, from 

books, music, DVD’s, magazines, large print,      

talking books, mysteries, romance, westerns and 

more.  

 

You might read very quickly and in large numbers, 

or perhaps you would just like a book or two handy 

for a bit of leisure reading. Maybe you would like to 

listen to some music or watch a DVD.  

 

This service is perfect for the elderly who are      

unable to drive, those in aged care facilities, or if 

you have recently become house bound due to 

medical issues. If this service would be helpful for 

yourself or someone you know, please contact the 

library on (02) 67288139. 

 

Contactless deliveries are always available.  

 

 

Please Note: We can only provide Home Library 

Service to genuinely housebound people living 

within Inverell’s town limits. We are unable to      

deliver out of town.  

 

 

 

 

 
 



We have an online public access catalogue.  

Find your way to  www.inverell.nsw.gov.au  and click on the ‘Public Library’ tab. 

*Please note that your library card number starts with a Capital Letter "I" for Inverell.  

 

Nancy Pearl - the librarian with her own action figure! 

Nancy Pearl (born January 12, 1945) is an American librarian, best-selling author, literary critic 

and the former Executive Director of the Washington Center for the Book at Seattle Public     

Library. She achieved broader fame with ‘Book Lust’, her 2003 guide to good reading.  

Born and raised in Detroit, she received her master's degree in library science in 1967 from the 

University of Michigan. She also received an MA in history from Oklahoma State University in 

1977. Among her many honors and awards are the 2011 Librarian of the Year Award from     

Library Journal; and the 2011 Lifetime Achievement Award from the Pacific Northwest 

Booksellers Association. She also hosts a monthly television show, Book Lust with Nancy 

Pearl. Pearl is the first librarian ever to inspire her own action figure that comes complete with 

a push button “Shushing” action.  

Known as "America's Librarian," Nancy’s prolific reading and her knowledge of books and      

literature first made her locally famous in Seattle, Washington, where she regularly appears on 

public radio recommending books. Now she often speaks about the pleasures of reading at 

library conferences, to literacy organisations and community groups throughout the world.  

 

Information from Wikipedia.com,      

Bookbrowse.com and Nancypearl.com 

Image of Nancy Pearl from                

seatletimes.com and image of action    

figure from amazon.com.au 

Opening Hours 

Mon-Fri 

9:30am-5:30pm 

Saturday 

9:30am-4pm 

Sunday 

Closed 

Phone 

67288130 

Fax 

67288133 

Email 

library@inverell.nsw.gov.au 

Website 

www.inverell.nsw.gov.au 


