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FEBRUARY 2022 

While February 14th is typically celebrated as Valentine’s Day, here at the library we love to celebrate it 

as Library Lovers’ Day. The concept of a library has seen a big evolvement from the dreary, boring and 

quiet building to a vibrant hub that offers more than just books and an old lady in a twin-set, glasses and 

the word “Shh!” being muttered at patrons. 

Libraries now offer a range of services and facilities for patrons of all ages in a fun and safe                 

environment with no regard to your wealth, sex, religion or literacy background, and it is all generally for 

free. The main objective for a library is to provide access to information (in whatever format) to everyone 

in the community.  

In a library you will find the joy of children at Storytime and Baby Bounce where they will develop early 

literacy skills. There will be seniors deep in concentration as they learn how to use electronic devices 

with a staff member. Patrons who physically cannot come to the library are looked after with regular 

home deliveries (provided they are living within town limits). Research getting accomplished in the local    

history room and meetings or training are conducted in the meeting room. Plus lots more! 

And most of all, you will find library staff who have a passion and willingness to look after each person 

who enter the front doors. Believe it or not, library staff do not read books all day (sadly we really don’t 

have the time), but rather staff are always busy looking at how we can best serve the needs of the     

community. 

So this Library Lovers’ Day we would love for you to help celebrate with library staff. Whether it’s by 

simply borrowing your favourite items, entering our colouring competion (see page 9), expressing your 

thoughts on our social media platforms, using the picture on the back page of this newsletter to write 

your favourite love quote and sharing with other patrons, or even just by coming down and saying hi to 

library staff.  

We love our patrons and the support we constantly receive. We have missed a lot of familiar faces over 

time and hope to see everyone again so we can bring you the familiar and safe service we strive to 

achieve.  

NSW Justice of the Peace 

We have a library staff member who is a NSW 

Justice of the Peace (JP) and can offer services      

during our opening hours.  

JP’s are volunteers appointed by the Governor of 

NSW and can certify documents or witness        

affidavits and statutory declarations.  

It is advised to call the library prior to coming to 

the library to ensure the JP is available.  

You can contact the library on 67288130. 
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It’s Better This Way by Debbie Macomber 

It’s been nearly six years since Julia Jones had her heart broken. After 

her husband fell in love with another woman, Julia fought to keep her 

family together, but now, recalling the words of her beloved father, she 

realizes it’s time to move on: it’s better this way.  

Desperate for a fresh start, Julia sells the family home and moves into 

an apartment complex, and she’s delighter to discover that her new 

abode comes with a gorgeous new neighbor. Heath is a welcome 

change from the men Julia usually dates, and as a divorcé  himself he 

understands the difficulties of a fractured family all too well.  

As a relationship between Heath and Julia blossoms, Julia dares to 

dream that her life is looking up - until a dramatic revelation threatens 

their newfound happiness. Will Julia and Heath find a way through - and 

will it be together? 

Beautiful Little Fools by Jillian Cantor 

Historical Fiction 

On a sultry August day in 1922, Jay Gatsby is shot dead in his West 

End swimming pool. To the police, it appears to be an open-and-

shut case of murder/suicide when the body of George Wilson, a    

local mechanic, is found in the woods nearby. Then a diamond     

hairpin is discovered in the bushes by the pool, and three women fall 

under suspicion. Each holds a key that can unlock the truth to the 

mysterious life and death of this enigmatic millionaire.  

Daisy Buchanan once thought she might marry Gatsby - before her 

family was torn apart by an unspeakable tragedy that sent her into 

the arms of the philandering Tom Buchanan. Jordan Baker, Daisy’s 

best friend, guards a secret that derailed her promising golf career 

and threatens to ruin her friendship with Daisy as well. Catherine 

McCoy, a suffragette, fights for women’s freedom and                     

independence, and especially for her sister, Myrtle Wilson, who’s 

trapped in a terrible marriage.  

Their stories unfold in the years leading up to that fateful summer of 

1922, when all three of their lives are on the brink of unravelling. 

Each woman is pulled deeper into Jay Gatsby’s romantic obsession, 

with devastating consequences for all of them.  

“To me you are 

perfect” 

- from the film 

Love, Actually 
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The Spanish Love Deception by Elena Armas 

Catalina Martin desperately needs a date to her sister’s wedding.        

Especially when her little white lie about her American boyfriend has     

spiraled out of control. Now everyone she knows - including her            

ex-boyfriend and his fiancée - will be there.  

She only has four weeks to find someone willing to cross the Atlantic for 

her and aid in her deception. NYC to Spain is no short flight and her 

family won’t be easy to fool. But even then, when Aaron Blackford - the 

6’4”, blue-eyed pain in the butt - offers to step in, she’s not tempted 

even for a second. Never has there been a more aggravating,          

blood-boiling and insufferable man. But Cataline is desperate and as the 

wedding gets closer the more desirable an option Aaron Blackford      

becomes.  

Just Haven’t Met You Yet by Sophie Cousens 

Hopeless romantic and lifestyle reporter Laura’s business trip to the 

Channel Islands isn’t off to a great start. After an embarrassing       

encounter with the most attractive man she’s ever seen in real life, 

she arrives at her hotel and realizes she’s grabbed the wrong        

suitcase from the airport. Her only consolation is its irresistible       

contents, each of which intrigues her more and more. The owner of 

this suitcase is clearly Laura’s dream man. Now, all she has to do is 

find him.    

Besides, what are the odds that she’d find The One on the same   

island where her parents first met and fell in love, especially as she 

sets out to write an article about their romance? Commissioning surly 

cab driver Ted to ferry her around seems like her best bet in both 

tracking down the suitcase owner and retracing her parents’ foot-

steps. But as Laura’s mystery man proves difficult to find - and as 

she uncovers family secrets - she may have to reimagine the life, 

and love, she always thought she wanted.  

“Some stories begin at the beginning, and others begin at the 

end. But all the best stories begin in a library.” 

- Alice Hoffman 



Page 6   ILN 

 Inverell Library News 

Caroline Overington   

Caroline Overington is one of Australia's most successful writers and 

journalists.  She has twice won the Walkley Award for Investigative 

Journalism; she has also won  the Sir Keith Murdoch award for       

Journalistic Excellence; Australia's richest prize for business writing, 

the Blake Dawson Prize; and the Davitt Award for crime writing. She 

has written fourteen books, including the runaway bestseller, ‘The One 

Who Got Away’.   

 Caroline has worked as a journalist for The Age, The Sydney Morning 

Herald, The Australian, and The Australian Women's Weekly, where she has profiled many of the world's 

most famous women, including Oprah Winfrey and Hillary Clinton.   

Her books have earned critical and commercial success: two of Caroline's novels - ‘I Came To Say 

Goodbye’ and ‘The One Who Got Away’ -  were short-listed for Book of the Year at the Australian Book 

Industry Awards.  

She began her journalism cadetship with The Melton Mail Express, and other titles in The Age Suburban 

Newspaper group, covering courts, local council, and school fetes. Melbourne businessman and           

editor, Alan Kohler, recruited Overington to write for The Age in 1993, where she became a sports writer. 

Several of her pieces were selected for the Best Australian Sports Writing and Photography anthologies, 

published by Random House in the 1990s. She was awarded the Annita Keating Trophy for Female    

Journalism in Sport. 

In 2002, Overington assumed a position as foreign correspondent in New York for The Sydney Morning 

Herald and The Age. Her first book, ‘Only in New York’, published by Allen & Unwin in 2006, is a comedy 

based on her family's experiences with young twins in the United States. While based in the US,        

Overington's work included an investigation into an Australian literary scandal involving Norma Khouri's 

book ‘Forbidden Love’. Together with Malcolm Knox, Overington won a Walkley Award for investigative 

journalism in 2004 for her research into the mysterious life of Jordanian-American-Australian author     

Norma Khouri. Both Overington and Knox appeared in Forbidden Lie$, the documentary by Anna        

Broinowski that won a Walkley Award and two Australian Film Institute (AFI) Awards. 

Following her return to Australia in 2006, Overington gained a position as senior journalist with the News 

Limited newspaper The Australian. She uncovered the AWB scandal, in which AWB Limited (formerly the 

Australian Wheat Board), owned by the Australian Government, paid $290 million in kickbacks to the    

regime of Saddam Hussein, in contravention of the United Nations Oil-for-Food Humanitarian Program. 

Overington's book ‘Kickback: Inside the Australian Wheat Board Scandal’, released by Allen & Unwin in 

2007, provided an account of the scandal. The book has been optioned for film. 

In 2014, Overington's book ‘Last Woman Hanged’ was released, documenting the results of her five-year 

investigation into the conviction and execution of Louisa Collins in New South Wales in 1889. In the 

book, Overington claims that Collins, who was tried four times for murder, suffered a miscarriage of       

justice and may well have been innocent. Overington linked the trial to Australian colonial history and to 

the early suffragette movement in Australia. 

Her book, ‘Missing William Tyrrell’, concerns the real-life case of William Tyrrell, who disappeared 

from Kendall on the Mid North Coast of New South Wales in 2014. Overington has said she wrote the 

book because "now is not the time to give up" looking for him. The book was inspired by a                         

9-part Australian crime podcast called Nowhere Child she hosted on the Tyrrell case, produced by The 

Australian, that aired from July to September 2019. 

In 2021, she was appointed literary editor at The Australian newspaper. 

 

Biography from www.carolineoverington.com/ and Wikipedia, image from booktopia.com 
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Reviewed by Maria -  Information Services Librarian 

‘I Came To Say Goodbye’ is narrated by a 60-year-old working class man named Med. We 

come to learn he married and started a family from a young age as was the norm back in 

his day. Yearning for more in life, Med’s wife walks out on him and their three young       

children and simply disappears. Faced with raising children on his own, Med does the best 

he can to provide a happy and memorable life for his children. However his youngest 

daughter gets herself pregnant as a teen to a dead-beat and she ends up losing her child 

to the welfare system within Australia after an incident lands the baby in hospital under 

suspicious circumstances. What follows is Med’s fight to get his grandchild back but he 

does not know the devastation that is coming.  

I have to admit I really struggled to get through this book. The writing style did not appeal 

to me at all and the style of language that Overington used for Med (and most of the     

characters) I found was not very convincing. This surprised me considering the book was 

short-listed for the Australian Book Industry Awards (ABIA) in 2011 and the author is a      

successful author and journalist, so perhaps it’s something I’m not used to nor is it my      

preferred type of literature in terms of writing style.   

Despite my struggle I was still compelled to continue reading and my perseverance paid off 

in the end – kind of. While I was taken on an emotional journey through the life of Med, and 

was led to a heart breaking and devastating finale, I still felt dissatisfied and had many    

questions left unanswered.  

Overall I do not regret deciding to read ‘I Came To Say Goodbye’ as the premise of the 

book intrigued me but I don’t think I will rush to read another of Overington’s titles any time 

soon. If you prefer literature that has remarkable language and a thoughtful writing style, 

perhaps this book is not for you. The author is often compared to Jodi Picoult for               

addressing complex and distressing issues in society as the subject manner so if you enjoy 

Jodi Picoult you may like to try something by Caroline Overington.  

It was four o'clock in the morning.  

A young woman pushed through the hospital doors. 

Staff would later say they thought the woman was a new mother, returning to her child 

- and in a way, she was. 

She walked into the nursery, where a baby girl lay sleeping. The infant didn't wake 

when the woman placed her gently in the shopping bag she had brought with her. 

There is CCTV footage of what happened next, and most Australians would have seen 

it, either on the internet or the news. 

The woman walked out to the car park, towards an old Corolla. For a moment, she 

held the child gently against her breast and, with her eyes closed, she smelled her. 

She then clipped the infant into the car, got in and drove off. 

That is where the footage ends. 

It isn't where the story ends, however. 
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Invites You To 

BABY BOUNCE 

Wednesdays  

10.30am-11.00am  
(resumes Wednesday 2nd March 2022) 

For children from birth to 18 months and their carers. 

A fun-filled session for you and bub, including books, 

songs and bouncing rhymes. 

STORYTIME  

Wednesdays ,Thursdays and Fridays 

11.30am-12.30pm 

(resumes Wednesday 16th February 2022) 

For children from 2 years old to 5 years old. 

Another fun-filled session for the older  

children, including stories and a simple craft.   

(Please note: Thursday & Friday are  a  

repeat of the Wednesday session) 

 

Bookings are not required to attend. Parents/Carers are 

asked to maintain social distancing where possible.  

Please do not attend if you or your child/ren are unwell.  
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Vlad’s In Love by Rory H. Mather 

Vlad and Peggy, sitting in a tree.  

K.I.S.S.I.NG 

Love can be scary - especially when you’re a little 

monster.  

Will Vlad tell Peggy-Sue that he has crush on her and 

will Frank and Keith reveal their hearts? 

A Thousand Kisses From Mummy          

by Anna Pignataro  

A kiss to wake me from my sleep,  

Then more to treasure and to keep.  

And I’m as happy as can be.  

A Thousand kisses, all for me! 

How To Hug a Cactus by Emily S. Smith 

How do you hug a cactus that can hurt you with its 

spikes? 

How do you show your love for it and help it to 

play nice? 

With a little imagination and a whole lot of heart 

these two unlikely little friends will never be apart. 

Ham by Dhana Fox 

What happens when Ham and his crew 

discover that they are destined for the 

dinner table? 

Can the farmyard animals come up with 

a plan to save their own bacon? 



  ILN 

 Inverell Library News 

Page 12 

Digital Library 
The Inverell Library has a collection of eBooks and eAudio books that can be downloaded to your        

computer, tablet, phone or other mobile device. All digital services are free to library members. When     

accessing these new services, please note that the first character of your library card number is a Capital 

Letter "I" for Inverell, and not the number one. 

 For Ebooks try:       For eAudiobooks try: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          For emagazines.newspapers try: 

 

 

 

 

The Scent Of You by Maggie Alderson 

Contemporary Romance 

A tale of perfumes, exploring life, love, loss and forgiveness from        

bestselling author Maggie Alderson.  

Are you still married if you haven't seen your husband for months? 

Polly's life is great. Her children are away at uni, her glamorous mother 

– still modelling at 85 – is happily settled in a retirement village, and her 

perfume blog is taking off. Then her husband announces he needs 

some space and promptly vanishes. 

As Polly grapples with her bewildering situation, she clings to a few new 

friends to keep her going – Shirlee, the loudmouthed yoga student; Guy, 

the mysterious, infuriating and hugely talented perfumer; and Edward, 

an old flame from university. 

And while she distracts herself with the heady world of luxury perfume, 

Polly knows she can't keep reality at bay forever. Eventually she is 

forced to confront some difficult truths: about her husband, herself and 

who she really wants to be. 

 

Available as an ebook (464 pages) and eaudio book (13 hours 39mins) 

from BORROWBOX.  
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Inverell Friends of the Library 

Friends of the Library (FOL) are members of the 

community who recognise the importance of the   

library and wish to support its operations. 

Membership is open to any over 18 years old. 

 

The role of FOL 

• Promote library services.   

• Develop community support for the library. 

• Make presentations on behalf of the library 

to Government bodies. 

• Access non-government funding sources. 

• Provide practical assistance with  

         major library events and projects. 

 

Past success include  

• Provided bookcase display for Local History 

books. 

• Arranged cultural events including author    

visits, poetry nights and film screenings 

• Donated generous amounts of money        

towards library stock since inception 

• Enrich the cultural life of the community 

• Provide ongoing magazine subscriptions of 

popular titles. 

The FOL meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the 

month at 10am.  

Meetings are a great opportunity for the FOL to 

plan events, determine how they assist in library 

projects and receive a report on library news from 

the Manager, Library Services. Meetings are open 

to all who are interested.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information or to join the Friends of 

the Library please see the staff at the library 

or phone (02) 67288130.  
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ScamWatch - Dating and Romance Scam 

Scammers take advantage of people looking for romantic partners, often via dating websites, apps or social 

media by pretending to be prospective companions. They play on emotional triggers to get you to provide 

money, gifts or personal details. 

How this scam works 

Dating and romance scams often take place through online dating websites, but scammers may also use     

social media or email to make contact. They have even been known to telephone their victims as a first        

introduction. These scams are also known as ‘catfishing’.  

Scammers typically create fake online profiles designed to lure you in. They may use a fictional name, or 

falsely take on the identities of real, trusted people such as military personnel, aid workers or professionals 

working abroad.  

Dating and romance scammers will express strong emotions for you in a relatively short period of time, and 

will suggest you move the relationship away from the website to a more private channel, such as phone, email 

or instant messaging. They often claim to be from Australia or another western country, but travelling or     

working overseas. 

Scammers will go to great lengths to gain your interest and trust, such as showering you with loving words, 

sharing ‘personal information’ and even sending you gifts. They may take months to build what may feel like 

the romance of a lifetime and may even pretend to book flights to visit you, but never actually come. Once 

they have gained your trust and your defences are down, they will ask you (either subtly or directly) for      

money, gifts or your banking/credit card details. They may also ask you to send pictures or videos of yourself, 

possibly of an intimate nature. 

Often the scammer will pretend to need the money for some sort of personal emergency. For example, they 

may claim to have a severely ill family member who requires immediate medical attention such as an          

expensive operation, or they may claim financial hardship due to an unfortunate run of bad luck such as a 

failed business or mugging in the street. The scammer may also claim they want to travel to visit you, but   

cannot afford it unless you are able to lend them money to cover flights or other travel expenses.  

Sometimes the scammer will send you valuable items such as laptop computers and mobile phones, and ask 

you to resend them somewhere. They will invent some reason why they need you to send the goods but this 

is just a way for them to cover up their criminal                          

activity. Alternatively they may ask you to buy the goods yourself 

and send them somewhere. You might even be asked to accept 

money into your bank account and then transfer it to someone 

else.  

Warning - the above scenarios are very likely to be forms of 

money laundering which is a criminal offence. Never agree 

to transfer money for someone else.) 

Sometimes the scammer will tell you about a large amount of 

money or gold they need to transfer out of their country, and     

offer you a share of it. They will tell you they need your money to 

cover administrative fees or taxes. 

Dating and romance scammers can also pose a risk to your    

personal safety as they are often part of international criminal networks. Scammers may attempt to lure their 

victims overseas, putting you in dangerous situations that can have tragic consequences. 

Regardless of how you are scammed, you could end up losing a lot of money. Online dating and romance 

scams cheat Australians out of millions every year. The money you send to scammers is almost always      

impossible to recover and, in addition, you may feel long-lasting emotional betrayal at the hands of someone 

you thought loved you. 
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Warning signs 

• You meet someone online and after just a few contacts they profess strong feelings for you, and ask to chat 

with you privately. If you met on a dating site they will try and move you away from the site and              

communicate via chat or email. 

• Their profile on the internet dating website or their Facebook page is not consistent with what they tell you. 

For example, their profile picture looks different to their description of themselves, or they say they are     

university educated but their English is poor. 

• After gaining your trust – often waiting weeks, months or even years – they tell you an elaborate story and 

ask for money, gifts or your bank account/credit card details. 

• Their messages are often poorly written, vague and escalate quickly from introduction to love. 

• If you don’t send money straight away, their messages and calls become more desperate, persistent or    

direct. If you do send money, they  continue to ask you to send more. 

• They don’t keep their promises and always have an excuse for why they can't travel to meet you and why 

they always need more money. 

• Spread the word to your friends and family to protect them. 

Protect yourself 

Never send money to someone you haven’t met in person. Always consider the possibility that the approach 

may be a scam, particularly if the warning signs listed above appear. Try to remove the emotion from your    

decision making no matter how caring or persistent the ‘prospective partner’ is. Do an image search of your 

admirer to help determine if they really are who they say they are. You can use image search services such 

as Google or TinEye. 

Be alert to things like spelling and grammar mistakes, inconsistencies in their stories and others signs that it’s 

a scam like their camera never working if you want to Skype each other. Be cautious when sharing personal 

pictures or videos with prospective partners, especially if you’ve never met them before. Scammers are known 

to blackmail their targets using compromising material. 

If you agree to meet a prospective partner in person, tell family and friends where you are going. Scamwatch 

strongly recommends you do not travel overseas to meet someone you have never met before. Consider     

carefully the advice on www.smarttraveller.gov.au before making any plans. 

Be wary of requests for money. Never send money or give credit card details, online account details, or copies 

of important personal documents to anyone you don’t know or trust. 

Avoid any arrangement with a stranger that asks for up-front payment via money order, wire transfer,           

international funds transfer, pre-loaded card or electronic currency, like Bitcoin. It is rare to recover money sent 

this way. 

Do not agree to transfer money for someone else: money laundering is a criminal offence. 

Be very careful about how much personal information you share on social network sites. Scammers can use 

your information and pictures to create a fake identity or to target you with a scam. 

Have you been scammed? 

If you think you have been scammed, report it to the website, app, or social media site where the scammer 

first approached you. Let them know the scammer’s profile name and any other details that may help them to 

stop others being scammed. 

If you think you have provided your account details to a scammer, contact your bank or financial institution   

immediately. 

We encourage you to report scams to the ACCC via the report a scam page. This helps us to warn people 

about current scams, monitor trends and disrupt scams where possible. Please include details of the scam 

contact you received, for example, email or screenshot. 

We also provide guidance on protecting yourself from scams and where to get help. 

Information from Scamwatch. Scamwatch is run by the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 

(ACCC). It provides information to consumers and small businesses about how to recognise, avoid and report 

scams. More information can be found on their website at www.scamwatch.gov.au/ 



Share the love this and help library staff celebrate Library Lovers’ Day on Monday 14th February. In the love heart 

below, you can share the title of your favourite book, or your favourite love quote from your favourite book.               

Or simply share why you love coming to the library. Hand in your love heart to staff and it will be displayed  to help 

share the love.  


