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New Digital Product 

Comics Plus 

Fans of manga and graphic novels will love our new digital collection called     

‘Comics Plus’. There are over 22,000 comics, available for free to all library     

members. All you need to do is download the LibraryPass app from the App Store 

or Google Pay Store, or visit the Comics Plus website (comicsplusapp.com/), 

choose Inverell Shire Public Library and enter 

your card number and PIN for instant access. 

You will have unlimited access to thousands of 

digital comics, graphic novels and manga from 

more than one hundred publishers.  

All titles are available 24/7 for your computer, 

your phone or your tablet - no holds or wait 

lists required.  
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ONLINE AUTHOR TALK 
Chat with Logie winner Costa Georgiadis 

Live online via Zoom 

In the comfort of your own home 
Costa Georgiadis  will be in conversation with Robyn Syphers from Cam-

den Libraries with the support of NSW Public Libraries Association 

 

Costa’s World 

Gardening for the soul, the soil and the suburb - from the beloved 
host of ABC TV’s Gardening Australia. A generous, joyous, fully 
illustrated gardening book, ‘Costa’s World’ celebrates the life-
changing joy of chooks; kids in the garden; big ideas for small 
spaces; Costa’s favourite plants; growing the right plants for your 
conditions; biodiversity in the soil and garden; the power of        
community; the brilliance of bees and pollinators; easy-peasy      
permaculture; and much, much more.    

Bringing together all of the Costa’s gardening and sustainability 
knowledge, this is a book for the whole family that reflects Costa’s 
philosophy and big-hearted sense of fun.  

Costa Georgiadis is a landscape architect, environmental 

educator and television presenter who has an all-

consuming passion for plants and people. As co-creator 

and host of ‘Costa’s Garden Odyssey’ for SBS he caught 

the attention of a nation. Since 2013, Costa has continued 

his journey as the much loved host of ne of ABC’s most 

iconic and Logie award-winning programs, Gardening    

Australia - for which he earned a Silver Logie. Costa is a 

must have TV and radio guest on talk shows, lifestyle     

programs, current affairs programs, gameshows and brings 

the comedy gold  in unexpected places to audiences young 

and old. As Costa the Garden Gnome on ABC Kids’ Get 

Grubby TV, he shares his love of nature and joy of          

gardening for a new generation of garden planet dwellers.  

Beyond the screen, Costa is deeply involved with the       

importance of biodiversity and habitat, regenerative          

agriculture, permaculture and holistic land practices that 

deal with the issues arising from a rapidly urbanizing world. 

Most weekends you will find Costa deep in conversation 

and immersed in workshops at community events across 

the nation. You may even see him having a surg, on the 

side of the road taking pictures, at a farmers markets, or 

yarning on country with communities making new friends 

everywhere.  

A soul gardener, a lover of the soil and believer in the     

power of suburbs to grow a brighter future, ‘Costa’s World’ 

clearly proclaims the earth wisdom he continues to gather 

and connect fuelled by the power of spending time outside 

in the garden.  

Wednesday October 27th at 6:30pm 

Live online via Zoom (not held in the 

library) 

You will need to register for the event, 

lease contact the library on 67288131. 

Please note: You will need a Zoom     

account and an email address to        

receive your Zoom link for the event. 
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Happy Hour by Jacquie Byron (AF BYRO) 

Australian Fiction 

Gin in one hand, paintbrush in the other, Franny Calderwood has 

turned her back on the world, or at least the world she used to 

love. Having lost her husband, Frank, in tragic circumstances three 

years earlier, 65-year-old Franny copes the only way she knows 

how: by removing herself completely from the life she had before. 

Franny lives a life of decadent seclusion, with only her two dogs, 

Whiskey and Soda, a stuffed cat, and the memory of Frank for 

company.  

Then the Salernos move in next door. The troubled but charming 

trio - beleaguered mother Sallyanne, angry teenager Dee and the 

eccentric eight-year-old Josh - cannot help but pull Franny into the 

drama of their lives. But despite her fixation with independence, 

Franny’s wisecracks and culinary experiments hide considerable 

trauma and pain, and when her eccentric behaviour has life-

threatening consequences she faces a reckoning of sorts. Yes, 

Frank is dead, but did the woman he loved have to perish with 

him? 

The Coward by Stephen Aryan (AF ARYA) 

Fantasy Fiction 

Kell Kressia is a legend, a celebrity, a hero. Aged just         

seventeen, he set out on an epic quest with a band of wizened 

fighters to slay the Ice Lich and save the world. He returned 

victorious, but alone.  

Ten years have passed and Kell lives a quiet life, while stories 

of his heroism are told in taverns all across the land. But now a 

new terror has arisen in the north - something has taken up 

residence in the Lich’s abandoned castle beyond the Frozen 

Circle, and the ice is beginning to creep south once more.  

For the second time, Kell is called upon to take up his famous 

sword, Slayer, and battle the forces of darkness. But he has a 

terrible secret. Kell was never a hero - he was just lucky.     

Everyone puts their faith in Kell the Legend, but he’s just a 

coward who has no intention of risking his life for anyone.  
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The Things We See In The Light by Amal Awad (AF AWAD) 

Australian Fiction 

In the café, I watch as a woman takes a photo of her plate - an im-

pressive, glossy lime-coloured dessert with shards of chocolate 

perched on top. I want to feel that ease and confidence, too. Like 

this is my city again, and I know my way around it.  

Eight years ago, Sahar pursued her happily ever after when she 

married Khaled and followed him to Jordan, leaving behind her fam-

ily, her friends and a thriving cake business. But married life didn’t 

go as planned and, haunted by secrets, Sahar has returned home 

to Sydney without telling her husband.  

With the help of her childhood friends, Sahar hits the reset button 

on her life. She takes a job at a local patisserie run by Maggie, a 

strong but kind manager who guides Sahar in sweets and life.  

But as she tentatively gets to know her colleagues, Sahar faces a 

whole new set of challenges. There’s Kat and Inez, who are         

determined that Sahar try new experiences. Then there’s Luke, a 

talented chocolatier and a bundle of contradictions.  

As Sahar embraces the new, she reinvents herself, trying things 

once forbidden to her. But just when she is finally starting to find her 

feet, her past finds its way back to her.  

The Perfect Family by Robyn Harding (AF HARD) 

Psychological Fiction 

Thomas and Viv Adler have a picture perfect family. Affluent and     

attractive, with two well-mannered kids almost out of the nest, they 

live in a beautiful house in a well-to-do neighbourhood. Their jobs 

are fulfilling; their children are thriving; the world is their oyster.  

Until one morning, when they wake up to find that their house and 

car have been pelted with eggs. Thomas dismisses it as the work 

of a few out-of-control kids, but when a smoke bomb is tossed on 

their front lawn, and the tires on their BMW are punctured, he      

begins to worry. Unable to identify he perpetrators, they are       

helpless as the assaults escalate. The police assure them that this 

it just the work of bored teenagers, but no one in the Adler family 

believes it. After all, each of them has a secret - kept not only from 

the outside world but from each other.  

As the Adlers grapple with their guilt, fear and shame, the assaults 

grow deadly. Their ‘perfect’ façade is crumbling, and it may be too 

late for any of them to do anything about it. 
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Gillian Flynn 
Gillian Flynn was born in Kansas City, Missouri to two community-college     

professors - her mother taught reading; her father, film. Thus she spent an 

inordinate amount of her youth nosing through books and watching movies. 

She has happy memories of having ‘A Wrinkle in Time’ pried from her hands 

at the dinner table, and also of seeing Alien, Psycho and Bonnie and Clyde at 

a questionable age (like, seven). It was a good childhood. 

In high-school, she worked strange jobs that required her to do things like 

wrap and unwrap hams, or dress up as a giant yogurt cone. A yogurt cone 

who wore a tuxedo. Why the tuxedo? It was a question that would haunt her 

for years. 

For college, she headed to the University of Kansas (go Jayhawks), where she 

received her undergraduate degrees in English and journalism. 

After a two-year stint writing about human resources for a trade magazine in    

California, Flynn moved to Chicago. There she earned her master’s degree in 

journalism from Northwestern University and discovered that she was way too 

wimpy to make it as a crime reporter. 

On the other hand, she was a movie geek with a journalism degree - so she 

moved to New York City and joined Entertainment Weekly magazine, where she 

wrote happily for 10 years, visiting film sets around the world (to New Zealand 

for The Lord of the Rings, to Prague for The Brothers Grimm, to somewhere off 

the highway in Florida for Jackass: The Movie). During her last four years at EW, 

Flynn was the TV critic (all-time best TV show: The Wire). 

Flynn’s 2006 debut novel, the literary mystery ‘Sharp Objects’, was an Edgar 

Award finalist and the winner of two of Britain’s Dagger Awards - the first book 

ever to win multiple Daggers in one year. The book is now an HBO® limited    

series starring Amy Adams. 

Flynn’s second novel, the 2009 New York Times bestseller ‘Dark Places’, was 

a New Yorker Reviewers’ Favorite, Weekend TODAY Top Summer 

Read, Publishers Weekly Best Book of 2009, and Chicago Tribune Favorite     

Fiction choice. In 2015, the movie adaptation starring Charlize Theron was      

released. 

Flynn’s third novel, ‘Gone Girl’, was an international sensation and a runaway hit 

that has spent more than one hundred weeks on the New York Times bestseller 

lists. ‘Gone Girl’ was named one of the best books of the year by People        

Magazine and Janet Maslin at the New York Times. Nominated for both the     

Edgar Award and the Anthony Award for Best Novel, Flynn wrote the screenplay 

for David Fincher’s 2014 adaptation of ‘Gone Girl’ for the big screen, starring Ben 

Affleck and Rosamund Pike. 

Her newest release, ‘The Grownup’, is an Edgar Award-winning short story and 

an homage to the classic ghost story. Universal has optioned the rights to ‘The 

Grownup’. 

Flynn’s work has been published in forty-one languages. She lives in Chicago 

with her husband, Brett Nolan, their children, and a giant black cat named Roy. 

In theory she is working on her next novel. In reality she is possibly playing Ms. 

Pac-Man in her basement lair. 

Biography and image from www.gillian-flynn.com 
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Book Review 

‘Educated’ by Tara Westover 

Tara Westover, one of seven children, was raised in a strict Mormon family in 

the Idaho mountains. Her father, an antigovernment fundamentalist, lived off 

the grid, stockpiled for the end of the world, and put his children to work in his 

scrapyard, often at great danger, instead of letting them attend school. Her 

mother, despite a brain injury left untreated, sold homeopathic medicine; one 

brother became violent and abusive. No one received medical care; none of 

the children had heard of the Holocaust or the Civil Rights Movement. Still, 

one brother went to Brigham Young University, and when he returned,        

regaling her with the larger world, Tara taught herself enough to get there. A 

natural scholar encouraged by her professors, she excelled at future           

endeavors at Brigham Young, Cambridge, and Harvard. Despite her stifling 

hardships, Tara remained loyal to her family--justified or not--as she found the 

will to change her life.  

Reviewed by Mike St. Thomas 

From Commonweal, Vol 146, Issue 3. Published February 8, 2019 

In Book 9 of Homer's ‘The Odyssey’ we meet the Cyclopes, the race of one-eyed giants who live apart 
from each other in isolated mountain caves. As Richmond Lattimore's translation has it, "Each one is the 
law for his own wives and children, and cares nothing about the others." Odysseus exploits this        
weakness in his well-known escape from the giant's lair. "Nobody is my name," the epic hero tells the 
giant, and after Odysseus blinds him, the Cyclops calls out to his brothers for help: "Nobody is killing me 
by force or treachery." Lacking a common bond, the other Cyclopes are easily tricked, and no one comes 
to his aid. The real "nobody," it turns out, is not Odysseus but the Cyclops himself. For how can he have 
an identity without a community? 

In ‘Educated: A Memoir’, Tara Westover recounts her own kind of Cyclopean upbringing in rural Idaho in 
the 1990s. "Feral" might be a better word for it. She and her six older siblings were raised on the side of 
Buck's Peak by a fundamentalist Mormon family of survivalists. Her bipolar father stockpiled weapons 
and fuel in anticipation of the government's eventual collapse. The family sustained itself by selling     
herbal remedies and working in their own junkyard, and much of the book is a litany of the wounds the 
author and her siblings received there, from flying exhaust pipes and exploding gas tanks. Though more 
than a few injuries were life-threatening, none received treatment from doctors or hospitals--herbal       
tinctures and salves were all her father allowed. Westover's father kept his children out of school, and 
several of them, including the author, did not receive birth certificates. As far as the outside world was 
concerned, Tara Westover was a nobody. 
The Westover children clearly had limited options for their future. Their work in the family business       
occupied most of their time, and homeschooling consists of periodically leafing through encyclopedias 
and grade-school science textbooks. Yet the outside world still makes its way into the family home. Lying 
on the floor at her older brother's feet, listening to his CD of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, the young 
Tara Westover's education begins: 

“The hymn was familiar to me--we'd sung it at church, a chorus of mismatched voices raised in worship--
but this was different. It was worshipful, but it was also something else, something to do with study,       
discipline, and collaboration. Something I didn't yet understand.” 

Throughout her teen years, Westover suffers tremendous physical and psychological abuse at the hands 
of her older brother Shawn which often left her with broken bones and bruises. When she brings the 
abuse to her father's attention, however, he refuses to acknowledge it, and eventually, the entire family, 
except for one brother, turns on her. Isolated and on the verge of psychological collapse while on a       
fellowship at Harvard, Westover begins to doubt her own memory--perhaps she imagined the abuse? 
After one particularly humiliating incident that involves Shawn dragging her through a parking lot, she 
decides, for the first time, to record the abuse in her journal--not just in the "vague, shadowy language" 
she usually uses to conceal the abuse from herself, but in terms of what actually happened. This action, 
she later writes, "would change everything." 

‘Educated’ is Tara Westover's account of becoming an individual through paideia. She ventures out into 
the world to discover her identity, and finds it only by making herself vulnerable to the truth, no matter 
where it lies or how painful it is. Her memoir provides a captivating account of her gradual discovery of 
an essentially Catholic truth--that we exist in relation to others and to the world around us. 
(The full review is available from the library’s database ‘Gale Books and Authors’ which is available for free for      
library members.) 
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Invites You To 

BABY BOUNCE 

Wednesdays  

10.30am-11.00am 

For children from birth to 18 months and their carers. 

A fun-filled session for you and bub, including books, 

songs and bouncing rhymes. 

STORYTIME  

Wednesdays ,Thursdays and Fridays 

11.30am-12.30pm 

For children from 2 years old to 5 years old. 

Another fun-filled session for the older  

children, including stories and a simple craft.   

(Please note: Thursday & Friday are  a  

repeat of the Wednesday session) 

 

 

Bookings are not required to attend. Parents/Carers are 

asked to maintain social distancing where possible.  

Please do not attend if you or your child/ren are unwell.  
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Book Week Reading Challenge Winners 

What an interesting year 2021 has been for all of us. With lockdowns and changes to the way families 

move about their community, we chose to introduce a new technology into the library that allows reading 

to be tracked. To promote reading and literacy in our youth, and allow families to familiarize themselves 

with this new product called Beanstack, we introduced a Book Week Reading Challenge.  

The purpose of the challenge was to encourage youth to explore the books nominated for this year’s 

Book Week, as they celebrate Australian authors and illustrators, but more generally to keep our kids    

engaged with books. The major prize of the challenge was a family pass to Green Valley Farm.  

The challenge ran from April to August, and was for participants aged between 3-17 years old. They were 

encouraged to read books, write reviews and complete activities based on the short listed book week    

titles.  

34 children registered for the challenge and 26 of these went to complete it which means they read at 

least 1 book. We are pleased to say most did not stop there. Nine children read 1-10 books, seven read 

10-50 books, six read 50-100 books and four read over 100 books. In total 1635 books were read by the 

end of the challenge.  

Additionally 46 reviews were written and five children rose to the challenge of reading all six shortlisted 

books from a book week category and then ranking them in their own order of preference.  

We are very pleased to see so many children and families embracing this challenge and using Beanstack 

which is available to all library members.  

The winners are as follows: 

1st Place: Eliza Mitchell (family pass to 

Green Valley Farm) 

2nd Place: Jasmine Regan ($30 gift 

card) 

3rd Place: Tungston Delaney ($20 gift 

card) 

We plan to introduce a new reading    

challenge soon, but in the meantime we 

hope you continue to explore the         

wonderful books in our collection and    

also the Beanstack app.  

 

Well done to each and every one of you.  
1st place winner Jasmine Regan 2nd place winner Eliza Mitchell 
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Digital Library 
The Inverell Library has a collection of eBooks and eAudio books that can be downloaded to your         

computer, tablet, phone or other mobile device. All digital services are free to library members. When     

accessing these new services, please note that the first character of your library card number is a Capital 

Letter "I" for Inverell, and not the number one. 

 For Ebooks try:       For eAudiobooks try: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          For emagazines.newspapers try: 

 

 

 

 

Goosebumps: Horrors of the Witch House  

by Matthew Dow Smith and Denton J. Tipton 

All the kids in Beaver Creek, Oregon, know that the old Whaley 

House is probably haunted, so when young tech entrepreneur 

Veruca Curry moves in, the kids fear there's more to her than 

meets the eye. The adults in town think that Veruca is just the 

sort of hip, young new blood that Beaver Creek needs, but Rosie, 

a loner who loves anime and Japanese comics, Carlos, a popular 

preppy boy, and Becca, the school's star athlete, find out the    

terrible truth--Veruca is a witch, and she's got a terrible plan that 

could destroy Beaver Creek unless they can stop her.  
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Smartphone Q&A session 

Free Q&A session for anyone wanting to learn the basic components of a smartphone. Have your      

questions answered by library staff. (Please note: This session is for basic enquiries only. More complex 

questions may need to be referred to other organisations). Please 

bring your fully charged smartphone with you.  

 

Iphones Tuesday 19th October 

  10:30am-Noon (bookings open Friday 8th October) 

Android Thursday 21st October 

  10:30am-Noon (bookings open Tuesday 12th October) 

Webinar: Protect Yourself From Scams (presented by the ‘Be Connected Initiative’) 

A scam is a term used to describe any fraudulent business or scheme that takes personal information, 

money, or other goods from an unsuspecting person. With the world becoming more connected through 

the internet, online scams have increased. It therefore pays to be cautious and follow a few simple steps.  

The presentation will cover: 

• How to protect your personal information from scammers 

• How to safely make friends online 

• How to spot investments scams 

• Where to go for help. 

Monday 11th October 

3:00pm-4:00pm 

There will be a variety of tech lessons available through the year including online 

webinars and group sessions. While these sessions are free to attend, bookings 

are strictly essential as there are limited spaces available. If you are interested in 

any of the lessons or require more information please give Maria a call on 

67288131.  

Webinar: Staying safe on Facebook (presented by the ‘Be Connected Initiative’) 

With over 2.4 billion active monthly users, Facebook is the world’s most popular social networking site. It 

helps people stay connected, especially when they are in different parts of the world. However, it has also 

been the subject of some privacy concerns. In this presentation we show you how Facebook can be an 

enjoyable source of entertainments and great way to connect, if it’s used with proper care.  

The presentation will cover: 

• What you can do on Facebook 

• Taking control of your privacy settings 

• Common Facebook scams 

• How advertising works 

Tuesday 26th October 

10am-11am 



Inverell Friends of the Library 

Friends of the Library (FOL) are members of the 

community who recognise the importance of the   

library and wish to support its operations. 

Membership is open to any over 18 years old. 

 

The role of FOL 

• Promote library services.   

• Develop community support for the library. 

• Make presentations on behalf of the library to 

Government bodies. 

• Access non-government funding sources. 

• Provide practical assistance with  

         major library events and projects. 

 

Past success include  

• Provided bookcase display for Local History 

books. 

• Arranged cultural events including author    

visits, poetry nights and film screenings 

• Donated generous amounts of money        

towards library stock since inception 

• Enrich the cultural life of the community 

• Provide ongoing magazine subscriptions of 

popular titles. 

The FOL meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the 

month at 10am.  

Meetings are a great opportunity for the FOL to 

plan events, determine how they assist in library 

projects and receive a report on library news from 

the Manager, Library Services. Meetings are open 

to all who are interested.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information or to join the Friends of 

the Library please see the staff at the library or 

phone (02) 67288130.  
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Home Library Service 

Are you temporarily or  

permanently housebound? 

 

Every 3 weeks, library staff are able to          

deliver items of your choice to you. 

 

We have a wide range of items available, from 

books, music, DVD’s, magazines, large  print, 

talking books, mysteries, romance,  westerns 

and more.  

 

You might read very quickly and in large     

numbers, or perhaps you would just like a 

book or two handy for a bit of leisure reading. 

Maybe you would like to listen to some music 

or watch a DVD.  

 

 

This service is perfect for the elderly who are 

unable to drive, those in aged care facilities, or 

if you have recently become house bound due 

to medical issues. If this service would be    

helpful for yourself or someone you know, 

please contact the library on (02) 67288139. 

 

Please Note: We can only provide Home      

Library Service to genuinely housebound     

people living within Inverell’s town limits. We 

are unable to deliver out of town.  

 

 

 

 

 
 



We have an online public access catalogue.  

Find your way to  www.inverell.nsw.gov.au  and click on the ‘Public Library’ tab. 

*Please note that your library card number starts with a Capital Letter "I" for Inverell. 

 

Getting the most from the Library Catalogue 

Finding things on the Catalogue 

 Go to www.inverell.nsw.gov.au  Click on ‘Public Library’  - Click on ‘Library Catalogue’ 

 You can start by simply typing what you are looking for in the “Search Term” box. 

 It is possible to search by TITLE (words in the name of the item), AUTHOR (words in the authors’ 

name), SUBJECT (words that appear in the description of what the item is about), KEYWORD (words 

that appear anywhere in the information about the item) or SERIES (words that appear in the name of 

the series the item belongs to). 

 Try to watch your spelling and avoid using abbreviations. 

 Click on the magnifying glass. 

 Your results will show the number available in each format. Eg Books View all 400 items 

 Click on the title/author of the item of interest. 

 You should be able to see if any items are available. 

 Click on blue circle next to “More Details” to check the availability or to reserve it if it is on loan. 

If you don’t get any results, check your spelling, try searching a different way- try Keyword instead ofTitle, 

or use different words to describe the Subject (Poultry for chooks, Cookery for baking).   

Ask the library staff to give you a demonstration if you need further assistance 

Folger Shakespeare       

Library Reading Room 

The Folger Shakespeare 

Library, established on 

Capitol Hill in 1932 as a gift 

to the American people, is 

home to the world’s largest 

collection of First Folios, 

the book that gave us 

Shakespeare. Learn more 

about the First Folio and 

see other treasures from 

the Shakespeare collection. 

 

 www.folger.edu/ 

Image from Brandon Kopp 

on www.flickr.com 


