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INVERELL SHIRE COUNCIL 

NOTICE OF CIVIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 

6 February, 2020 

A Civil and Environmental Services Committee Meeting will be held in the Committee Room, 
Administrative Centre, 144 Otho Street, Inverell on Wednesday, 12 February, 2020, commencing 
at 9.00 AM. 

Your attendance at this Civil and Environmental Services Committee Meeting would be 
appreciated. 

Please Note: Under the provisions of the Code of Meeting Practice the proceedings of this meeting 
(including presentations, deputations and debate) will be webcast.  An audio recording of the 
meeting will be uploaded on the Council’s website at a later time. Your attendance at this meeting 
is taken as consent to the possibility that your voice may be recorded and broadcast to the public. 

I would like to remind those present that an audio recording of the meeting will be uploaded 
on the Council’s website at a later time and participants should be mindful not to make any  
defamatory or offensive statements. 

P J HENRY PSM  

GENERAL MANAGER 
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Ethical Decision Making and Conflicts of Interest 
A guiding checklist for Councillors, officers and community committees 

Ethical decision making 

 Is the decision or conduct legal? 
 Is it consistent with Government policy, Council’s objectives and Code of Conduct? 
 What will the outcome be for you, your colleagues, the Council, anyone else? 
 Does it raise a conflict of interest? 
 Do you stand to gain personally at public expense? 
 Can the decision be justified in terms of public interest? 
 Would it withstand public scrutiny? 

Conflict of interest 

A conflict of interest is a clash between private interest and public duty. There are two types of 
conflict: 
 Pecuniary – regulated by the Local Government Act 1993 and Office of Local Government 
 Non-pecuniary – regulated by Codes of Conduct and policy. ICAC, Ombudsman, Office of 

Local Government (advice only).  If declaring a Non-Pecuniary Conflict of Interest, 
Councillors can choose to either disclose and vote, disclose and not vote or leave the 
Chamber. 

The test for conflict of interest 

 Is it likely I could be influenced by personal interest in carrying out my public duty? 
 Would a fair and reasonable person believe I could be so influenced? 
 Conflict of interest is closely tied to the layperson’s definition of ‘corruption’ – using public 

office for private gain. 
 Important to consider public perceptions of whether you have a conflict of interest. 

Identifying problems 

1st Do I have private interests affected by a matter I am officially involved in? 
2nd Is my official role one of influence or perceived influence over the matter? 
3rd Do my private interests conflict with my official role? 

Local Government Act 1993 and Model Code of Conduct 

For more detailed definitions refer to Sections 442, 448 and 459 or the Local Government Act 1993 
and Model Code of Conduct, Part 4 – conflictions of interest. 

Disclosure of pecuniary interests / non-pecuniary interests 

Under the provisions of Section 451(1) of the Local Government Act 1993 (pecuniary interests) and 
Part 4 of the Model Code of Conduct prescribed by the Local Government (Discipline) Regulation 
(conflict of interests) it is necessary for you to disclose the nature of the interest when making a 
disclosure of a pecuniary interest or a non-pecuniary conflict of interest at a meeting.  

A Declaration form should be completed and handed to the General Manager as soon as 
practible once the interest is identified.  Declarations are made at Item 3 of the Agenda: 
Declarations -  Pecuniary, Non-Pecuniary and Political Donation Disclosures, and prior to each 
Item being discussed:  The Declaration Form can be downloaded at Declaration Form  
  

https://inverell.nsw.gov.au/your-council/business-papers-minutes-council-meetings/ordinary-council-meeting/
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Quick Reference Guide 

Below is a legend that is common between the: 

 Inverell Shire Council Strategic Plan; 

 Inverell Shire Council Delivery Plan; and 

 Inverell Shire Council Operational Plan. 
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1 APOLOGIES 

2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Minutes of the Civil and Environmental Services Committee Meeting held on 13 
November, 2019, as circulated to members, be confirmed as a true and correct record of that 
meeting. 
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   MINUTES OF INVERELL SHIRE COUNCIL 
CIVIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD AT THE COMMITTEE ROOM, ADMINISTRATIVE CENTRE, 144 OTHO STREET, 
INVERELL 

ON WEDNESDAY, 13 NOVEMBER 2019 AT 9.00 AM 

 

PRESENT: Cr Di Baker (Chair), Cr Paul Harmon (Mayor), Cr Mal Peters and Cr Neil 
McCosker. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Cr Anthony Michael (Deputy Mayor), Cr Jacki Watts, Cr Kate Dight and  Cr 
Paul King OAM. 

Paul Henry (General Manager), Brett McInnes (Director Civil & Environmental 
Services), Scott Norman (Director Corporate & Economic Services), Anthony 
Alliston (Manager Development Services), Justin Pay (Manager Civil 
Engineering) and Michael Bryant (Manager Environmental Engineering). 

 

1 APOLOGIES  
 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Paul Harmon 
Seconded: Cr Neil McCosker 

That the apology for personal reasons received from Cr Berryman be accepted and leave of 
absence granted. 

CARRIED 

 

2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Paul King OAM 
Seconded: Cr Jacki Watts 

That the Minutes of the Civil and Environmental Services Committee Meeting held on 9 October, 
2019, as circulated to members, be confirmed as a true and correct record of that meeting. 

CARRIED 

     

3 DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS/PECUNIARY AND NON-
PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

Nil 

4 PUBLIC FORUM 

Gundi Rhoades – Climate Change 

Dr Rhoades addressed Council on the science and implications of climate change.  She is an 
advocate for action on climate change and works with local schools and community groups to this 
end.  She urged Council to act locally to address this global issue. 
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At 9.28am, Alex Wrobel - Inverell Polocrosse Club, sought to address the Committee in Closed 
Committee. 

At 9.29am the Chairperson offered the opportunity to members of the public to make 
representations as to whether any part of the Committee Meeting should not be considered in 
Closed Committee. There was no response. 

PROCEED INTO CLOSED COMMITTEE 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Paul Harmon 
Seconded: Cr Mal Peters 

That Council proceeds into Closed Committee, the time being 9.29am. 

That the matter be referred to Closed Comittee for consideration as the matters and information 
are: 

d(i) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the 
commercial position of the person who supplied it. 

On balance the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of the information outweighs the 
public interest in openness and transparency in Council decision-making by discussing the matter 
in open meeting; and all reports and correspondence relevant to the subject business be withheld 
from access to the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993.  

CARRIED 

 

PROCEED OUT OF CLOSED COMMITTEE 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Paul Harmon 
Seconded: Cr Neil McCosker 

That Council proceeds out of Closed Committee into Open Committee the time being 9.50am. 

CARRIED 

 

5 DESTINATION REPORTS 

5.1 INVERELL SHIRE COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION PLAN S18.6.66 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Paul Harmon 
Seconded: Cr Mal Peters 

That the Committee recommend to Council that: 

1. The Inverell Shire Community Participation Plan 2019 be adopted; and 

2. The adopted Inverell Shire Community Participation Plan 2019 be published on the NSW 
planning portal by 1 December, 2019. 

CARRIED 
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5.2 ROAD CLOSURE - VENENTIAN CARNIVAL S28.23.1/12 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Paul Harmon 
Seconded: Cr Mal Peters 

That the Committee recommend to Council that: 

1. Captain Cook Drive be closed for the Venetian Carnival between the Byron Street 
Roundabout and entrance to Pasterfield car park between the hours of 4.00pm and 
10.00pm on Saturday, 7 December 2019; and 

 
2. The cost associated with the road closure being considered as a donation. 

CARRIED 

 

5.3 GUIDELINES FOR THE SAFE DESIGN OF STORMWATER INLETS S14.18.6/12 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Mal Peters 
Seconded: Cr Paul Harmon 

That the matter be referred to Closed Committee for consideration as the matters and information 
are: 

e information that would, if disclosed, prejudice the maintenance of law. 

On balance the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of the information outweighs the 
public interest in openness and transparency in Council decision-making by discussing the matter 
in open meeting; and all reports and correspondence relevant to the subject business be withheld 
from access to the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993.  

CARRIED 

 

5.4 INVERELL POLOCROSSE CLUB S15.8.25/12 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Mal Peters 
Seconded: Cr Paul Harmon 

That the matter be referred to Closed Committee for consideration as the matters and information 
are: 

d(i) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the 
commercial position of the person who supplied it. 

On balance the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of the information outweighs the 
public interest in openness and transparency in Council decision-making by discussing the matter 
in open meeting; and all reports and correspondence relevant to the subject business be withheld 
from access to the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993.  

CARRIED 
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5.5 INVERELL SHIRE COUNCIL DRAFT DROUGHT MANAGEMENT PLAN S32.18.1 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Mal Peters 
Seconded: Cr Paul Harmon 

That the Committee recommend to Council that: 

1. the Draft Inverell Shire Council Drought Management Plan be adopted; 
 

2. following the adoption of the Draft Drought Management Plan by Council permanent water 
conservation measures during daylight saving be introduced, including a community 
awareness campaign; and 
 

3. Council delegate authority to the Mayor and General Manager to apply and ease / lift water 
restrictions in accordance with the adopted Drought Management Plan, and during an 
unplanned emergency such as a system failure. 

CARRIED 

 

5.6 TOMS DRIVE REHABILITATION FUNDING ALLOCATION S4.11.16/11 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Neil McCosker 
Seconded: Cr Mal Peters 

That the Committee recommend to Council that $350,000 from the Roads to Recovery budget vote 
be allocated to the rehabilitation of the existing 921m sealed section of Toms Drive. 

 CARRIED 

  

6 INFORMATION REPORTS 

 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Paul Harmon 
Seconded: Cr Mal Peters 

That the information reports be received and noted 

CARRIED 

 

6.1 WORKS UPDATE S28.21.1/12 

 

6.2 STATE SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION (SSD-9348) - BONSHAW 
SOLAR FARM, BRUXNER WAY, BONSHAW NSW S18.6.52/06 
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7 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS (COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE)  

At 10.08am, the Chairperson offered the opportunity to members of the public to make 
representations as to whether any part of the Committee Meeting should not be considered in 
Closed Committee. There was no response. 

 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Paul Harmon 
Seconded: Cr Mal Peters 

That Committee proceeds into Closed Committee to discuss the matters referred to it, for the 
reasons stated in the motions of referral. 

CARRIED 

 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Paul Harmon 
Seconded: Cr Mal Peters 

That Committee proceeds out of Closed Committee into Open Committee. 

CARRIED 

 
Upon resuming Open Council at 10.27am, the Chairperson verbally reported that the Committee 
had met in Closed Committee, with the Press and Public excluded, and had resolved to 
recommend to Council the following:  
  

7.1 INVERELL POLOCROSSE CLUB S15.8.25/12 

 

That the Committee recommend to Council that Council request a further report detailing the 
various aspects of the proposal from the Inverell Polocrosse Club. 

 

 

7.2 GUIDELINES FOR THE SAFE DESIGN OF STORMWATER INLETS S4.11.16/11 

 

That the information be noted.  

 

 
  

ADOPTION OF RECOMMENDATIONS 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION   

Moved: Cr Paul Harmon 
Seconded: Cr Mal Peters 

That the recommendations of Closed Committee be adopted. 
CARRIED 

 

 

The Meeting closed at 10.30am. 
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3 DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS/PECUNIARY AND NON-
PECUNIARY INTERESTS  

4 PUBLIC FORUM   
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5 DESTINATION REPORTS 

5.1 PETITION / LETTER FOR DECLARATION OF CLIMATE EMERGENCY 

File Number: S11.8.9 / 20/1969 

Author: Paul Henry, General Manager 

 
SUMMARY: 

A group of residents are calling on Council to declare a Climate Emergency.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

A matter for the Committee.  
 

 
COMMENTARY: 

On 14 January, 2020 11 letters (a form letter; an example is attached) and a petition signed by 24 
persons was delivered to Council ‘wanting’ Council to declare a Climate Emergency.  

The petition is detailed below for Councillors information. lt should be noted that the 11 
correspondents also signed the petition.  

The petition states: 

‘We can no longer argue the science surrounding climate change and the catastrophic impacts it 
presents to human. Being in a rural area, we will be most affected by such changes that we are 
already experiencing with severe drought and erratic catastrophic bushfires that are claiming lives, 
native flora and fauna and people properties. We want the Inverell council to join the 70+ councils 
(including Armidale and Glen Innes) in Australia in declaring a climate emergency. We want them 
to commit to tackling the issue and creating an action plan for our local area’.   

The letter and petition calls on Council to tackle the ‘issue’ and prepare an ‘action plan’ for the local 
area.  

A. Responses by Adjoining Councils  

The correspondence makes reference to declarations made by adjoining Councils.  For Councillors 
reference the following resolutions were adopted: 

 
i) Armidale Regional Council – 23 October 2019 

 
‘a)  That Council acknowledge our local and global communities are facing a climate emergency 

that requires urgent action by all levels of government; that human-induced climate change 
represents a great threat to humanity, civilisation and other species; and that, to prevent the 
most catastrophic outcomes, societies including local councils, need to take urgent action.  

b)   That Council therefore declares that we are in a ‘Climate Emergency'.  

c)  That a report be prepared by February 2020, with input from a working group of the 
Environmental Sustainability Advisory Committee and the community, on current initiatives 
and additional future actions that can be undertaken in the short, medium and long term to:  

1.   Reduce greenhouse emissions aiming, by 2030, for no additional contribution from our region 
to the global temperature rise,  

2.    Adapt to current and anticipated climate change impacts,  
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3.   Reduce atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases, e.g. Sequester and store carbon in 
trees and soils.  

d)    That Council encourages other local governments (that have not already done so) to take 
similar action to reduce greenhouse emissions and protect our climate.  

e)    That Council lobbies State and Federal Governments for urgent action to reduce greenhouse     
emissions and protect our climate’. 

 
ii) Glen Innes Severn Council – 26 September 2019 

 
‘1. That Council declares a climate emergency and commits to a more sustainable future for our 

community. 

 2.  That Council’s General Manager be requested to convene a workshop of Councillors and 
Senior Staff with a view to examining what a climate emergency means in the context of 
Glen Innes Severn and from there develop a Climate Emergency Plan for the Glen Innes 
Severn Council area’. 

 
B. Inverell Shire Council Environmental Sustainability Plan 

 
In 2009 Council adopted an Environmental Sustainability Plan, attachment 2. This action plan 
proposed that Council undertake a range of activities in the following areas: 

i) Enhanced Biodiversity 
ii) Sustainable Water Use 
iii) Improved Waste Management 
iv) Responsible Use of Resources 

 
In accordance with the principles of this Plan, a significant number of projects have been 
undertaken including (not an exhaustive list): 

 

 Installing solar power on Council buildings with the highest power use e.g. Council 
Administration Building, Inverell Works Depot, Library, Tourist Centre etc. 

 Many activities to capture material from the waste stream that can be recycled and not go 
into landfill 

 Stop hazardous materials being put into landfill 

 Installing solar/wind street lights 

 River clean up works that removes exotic plant species/weeds and replant with native 
species to improve biodiversity and habitat 

 Use recycled materials on projects whenever possible 

 Upgrade to LED lighting in the Inverell Shire Library 
 
The latest initiative is the December, 2019 decision to sign a contract for the second and final 
stage of the LED Streetlight replacement program. The contract is worth $256K.  

RISK ASSESSMENT: 

Nil 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICERS COMMENT: 

Nil 
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Climate Emergency Declaration Letter   
2. Environmental Sustainability Plan    
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5.2 DRAINAGE UPGRADE - BUNDARRA ROAD ADJACENT TO RACECOURSE 

File Number: S4.11.16/12 / 20/3587 

Author: Justin Pay, Manager Civil Engineering 

 
SUMMARY: 

Council’s Delivery Plan 2017-2021 identified the project to complete an investigation study into the 
creation of wetlands behind the Racecourse and Cameron Park to address stormwater in the low 
lying area along Tingha Road (Bundarra Road). This report is intended to update Council on the 
progress of this project.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Committee recommend to Council that; 

(a) The Flooding Assessment Report be received, noted and the recommendations be 
adopted; 

(b) Detailed engineering design work be completed on the report recommendations, with the 
design to include; pavement reconstruction, drainage considerations and tree 
replacement; 

(c) A future report be presented to Council providing costing’s for the drainage, road 
rehabilitation and tree replacement to allow funding allocation; and 

(d) That the findings of the report be presented to the management committee of Pioneer 
Village for their information and action.  

 
COMMENTARY: 

Council’s Delivery Plan 2017-2021 identified the project to complete an investigation study into the 
creation of wetlands behind the Racecourse and Cameron Park to address stormwater in the low 
lying area along Tingha Road (Bundarra Road). 

A consulting engineer has been engaged to complete the study and works have been ongoing for 
over eighteen (18) months. The final report was finalised at the end of 2019. 

Background 

Council engaged consulting engineer Mr Peter Atkinson to complete the investigation study and he 
has presented the Bundarra Road Drainage Issue - Flooding Assessment Report. Attachment 1 is 
a copy of the report for the information of the Committee. The report discussed the issues 
associated with the drainage catchment and identifies options to improve the drainage in the area 
adjacent to the Racecourse, Showgrounds, Pioneer Village and Cameron Oval.  

The report is split into four (4) parts which deal with different segments of the catchment area. For 
the report, calculations have been based on Average Recurrence Intervals (ARI) of five (5) years 
and ten (10) years. It is noted in the report that: “for the assessment of likely flooding of this 
localised site, the ARI would not exceed an ARI of 10 years before inundation of the site and major 
surrounding areas would occur. For this reason, the scope of the initial flood extent investigation 
will be limited to an ARI of 5 and 10 years.”  This is consistent with Council’s standard practice 
when designing drainage structures, where it is either too costly or impractical to provide structures 
that cater for more significant events. 

The report presents calculations of rainfall intensity and predicted overland flows, it also presents 
data on the existing drainage reticulation in the urban environment associated with the study area. 
Individual catchment assessment is presented in the report in order to identify inflow/outflow 
impacts associated with individual drainage structures within the catchment. 
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Key Findings 

Wetlands 

Section 3.3 of Part D discusses the feasibility of construction of a wetland behind the Racecourse 
and Cameron Park: 

“The land between the western side of the racecourse and oval generally slopes towards the river 
with a grade difference of several metres from the rear of the oval to mean river level. 

The retention of any reasonable body of water in the region between the oval/ racecourse and the 
river would require either a large positive projection levee or a zero projection wetland basin. 

A levee bank would rely solely on rainfall runoff in normal years to retain water needed for a 
wetlands rather than a grassed area that would suffer wet/ dry variation and not support wetland 
birds and vegetation. 

The zero projection wetland would require a very significant excavation to lower the ground level to 
below the mean level of the river to allow inflow thru infiltration or inflow west of the racecourse and 
oval.   

Secondly, in order to construct a bund or wetland basin in this region, Council must be prepared to 
re-build it after every flood. This wetland reserve when retaining water would at best duplicate the 
river precinct when there is naturally formed wetlands typical of this area already existing on the 
banks and river. In order to get enough water to be retained in wetlands, there would have to be a 
depth of about 3 metres to allow for evaporation etc.” 

The conclusion of Part D notes: 

“The construction of a wetlands reserve between the south‐west of the race course and south of 
the oval is not practical given the seasonal variation in river levels and the gradient between the 
racecourse and the river.” 
 
Drainage Improvements 

The report indicates that the existing pipe culvert drainage structures on Armstrong Street, Rifle 
Range Road and Bundarra Road are sufficient for five (5) and ten (10) year ARI events. 
Importantly, the outflow characteristics from these structures need to be improved to prevent afflux 
(an increase in water level that can occur upstream of a structure, such as a bridge or culvert, that 
creates an obstruction in the flow). 

On the last page of Part B a summary diagram is provided which presents the suggested drainage 
upgrades at this location, they include: 

 Construction/improvements to the drainage running parallel to Bundarra Road and the 
racecourse, moving water to the south. 

 Construction of a diversion bank where the above drain meets the existing out flow from the 
culvert that crosses Bundarra road (from Rifle Range Road) 

 Significant improvement to the existing drain that runs perpendicular to Bundarra Road 

 Improvements to the overland drainage in the area adjacent to the ‘Home Straight” of the 
Racecourse. 

 Modifying the existing concrete causeway that crosses Cameron Street. 

In short, improving the above down stream drainage system will allow water to drain away quicker, 
alleviating flooding pressure and ensuring that Bundarra Road (and nearby properties) do not 
become inundated during a ten (10) year ARI event.  

Pioneer Village and Showgrounds 

Part C of the report discusses the Pioneer Village and Showgrounds. It notes that the existing 
Council drainage infrastructure is adequate for a ten (10) year ARI event. It does note that 
maintenance of this drainage system needs to be improved in order to provide a sufficient level of 
service.  
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The report discusses internal flooding/drainage at the Pioneer Village: 

“Given the assessment above which concludes that the cross drainage under Bundarra Road is 
adequate for an ARI 10 year rainfall event providing that the outlets currently operating are 
maintained to a high standard, i.e. grass kept short and silting removed when required, the outflow 
from the Pioneer Village will not create an afflux on the eastern side of Bundarra Road. 
The reason that localized flooding occurs within the Pioneer Village precinct is the size of the 
internal cross road drainage and the poor standard to which the drainage has been maintained. 
The location of the existing 100 mm diameter pipes is considered suitable, however the size of 
pipe used is prone to silting due to the low flow available and this creates localized afflux within the 
Village. Without a comprehensive survey of the area available, the recommendation for the 
drainage upgrade will be based on replacing the existing culverts with 220 RCP pipes and 
increasing the depth of gravel pavement within the Village to direct flow through the new culverts. 
This will assist in maintaining flow through the culverts and reduce the general flooding in the 
grounds by re-contouring the catchment area to direct flow to the new culverts more efficiently.” 
It is recommended that this information be provided to the management committee of the facility so 
that adequate maintenance be undertaken and consideration given to required upgrade works. 

Cameron Oval/Medora Street 

The report assesses the impacts of the overland flow pre-oval upgrade and post-oval upgrade. It 
concludes that for the most part the oval upgrade has not increased the potential for flooding at the 
site. It does note that the existing concrete drain perpendicular to Medora Street has the potential 
to over top in an intense rain fall event. This localised flooding can be overcome by extending the 
concrete lined drain 25m further west.  

Draining of the depression that was created adjacent to Medora Street during the construction of 
the oval is subject to further survey and design work. This work will be completed in conjunction 
with the survey and design for the upgraded drainage noted above. 

Bundarra Road Pavement/Trees 

Whilst not covered in the Bundarra Road Drainage Issue - Flooding Assessment Report the 
condition of the pavement of segments 110-115 of Bundarra Road is of significant concern. This 
section of Bundarra Road runs from approximately the entry to Pioneer Village to the south for 
approximately 1.1km. The roughness, rutting and pavement failures in this section of road have 
caused a hazard for some time. Staff are undertaking frequent maintenance work in order to keep 
the road safe and Road Hazard signage is in place to mitigate against the risk of the existing 
hazard. The pavement has reached the end of its useful life and requires rehabilitation. 

Council asset management staff are currently in the process of completing the Road Asset 
Revaluation. Condition assessment of the entire road network is well underway and contractors 
ARRB have been engaged to complete the sealed road assessment, including laser profileometer 
survey. While the complete data set for this assessment is not yet available, ARRB have provided 
Council with data for Bundarra Road. The roughness and rutting readings for segment 110-115 are 
high. The traffic volume on this section of road is the highest of any Council controlled road 
(approximately 4000 vehicles per day). The high roughness, rutting and significant traffic volume 
coupled with the significant ongoing maintenance cost combine to present this section of road as a 
high priority for rehabilitation.  

It is intended that bulk earthworks associated with the road rehabilitation would also improve 
localised drainage in the area adjacent to Bundarra Road. Coupled with the recommended 
drainage improvements, this would contribute to alleviating the “swamp” effect in the area that is 
typical during times of prolonged wet weather.  

The avenue of Claret Ash trees adjacent to Bundarra Road on the entrance to Inverell are 
decaying and require replacement. There are a number of factors that limit available planting 
space and as such the species of replacement tree needs to be carefully considered. The most 
appropriate time for replacing these trees would be at the time of road reconstruction and drainage 
upgrade. It is intended that during the engineering design for the rehabilitation of the road suitable 
replacement species and planting location be identified.  
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Conclusion 

A comprehensive study of the rainfall, runoff, flooding and existing drainage has been presented in 
the Bundarra Road Drainage Issue - Flooding Assessment Report, it is recommended that Council 
receive and note this information. A number of drainage upgrade works have been included in the 
report, it is recommended that detailed engineering design be completed and a further report be 
presented to Council in order to allocate funds to these works. 

Given that significant drainage work is proposed at the location, and that this section of road 
requires rehabilitation, economies of scale can be achieved if the two (2) projects (drainage and 
road rehabilitation) are completed concurrently. As such it is recommended detailed engineering 
design be completed for the rehabilitation of Segments 110-115 of Bundarra Road. This design is 
to include replacement of the avenue of trees as well as further bulk earthworks to improve 
drainage for land adjacent to the road. 

Potential funding sources for these works include: 

 Regional Roads REPAIR Program 

 Urban Drainage Reconstruction 

 Causeways and Culverts Reconstruction 

 BLOCK Grant Supplementary 

RISK ASSESSMENT: 

NIL 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

NIL 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICERS COMMENT: 

Detailed design work can be funded from the 2019/20 budget.  The recommended potential 
funding sources relate to future budgets and will be considered as part of the 20/21 budget 
process. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 

NIL 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Bundarra Road Drainage Issue - Flooding Assessment Report    
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5.3 ROADS TO RECOVERY - ADDITIONAL FUNDING ALLOCATION 

File Number: S4.11.16/12 / 20/3589 

Author: Justin Pay, Manager Civil Engineering 

 
SUMMARY: 

On 6 November 2019, the Federal Government announced $138.9M additional Roads to Recovery 
funding in the 2020 calendar year for the 128 Local Government Areas eligible for the Drought 
Communities Programme Extension. Inverell Shire Council will receive $1,402,055 of this funding. 
The Committee is requested to allocate this funding.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Committee recommend to Council that the additional $1,402,055 Roads to Recovery 
funding be allocated as follows: 

 Sealed Road Heavy Patching  - $500,000 

 Concrete Culvert/Causeway replacement/upgrade - $500,000 

 Gravel Resheeting - $402,055 

 

 
COMMENTARY: 

On 6 November 2019, the Federal Government announced $138.9M additional Roads to Recovery 
funding in the 2020 calendar year for the 128 Local Government Areas eligible for the Drought 
Communities Programme Extension. Inverell Shire Council will receive $1,402,055 of this funding.  

The additional funding will be available over the 2019/2020 and 2020/2021 financial years, with 
approximately half of the total $1,402,055 being available each year.  

Current drought conditions have led to significant movement and cracking of the subgrade under 
the sealed road network. It is critical that Council keep up with required heavy patching on the 
sealed road network, in order to prevent moisture ingress. Council will be presented with significant 
failures when the drought breaks if we do not undertake adequate maintenance.  

Dry conditions provide a good opportunity for works to be completed on our drainage 
infrastructure. A number of concrete structures on the Council road network have reached the end 
of useful life and require replacement.  

When wet weather does return, the unsealed road network will require significant capital 
replacement. The recent extensive period of dry weather has depleted unsealed pavement depths 
due to dust loss and this has been exacerbated by Council’s inability to complete regular 
maintenance due to lack of available water. 

In order to address the above issues it is proposed that the additional funding be allocated to 
programs that Council traditionally fund from Roads to Recovery, including: 

 Sealed Road Heavy Patching  - $500,000 

 Concrete Culvert/Causeway replacement/upgrade - $500,000 

 Gravel Resheeting - $402,055 

 
Individual projects under the above programs will be adopted from Council’s Asset Management 
System. Priority will be given to projects that can be completed in accordance with the Roads to 
Recovery funding conditions. Availability of resources (gravel and water) will be a major 
contributing factor.  
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It is anticipated that local contractors will be utilised for the majority of the Culvert/Causeway 
replacement works. This will go some way to stimulating the economy whilst relieving pressure 
from the works program.  

RISK ASSESSMENT: 

Nil 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICERS COMMENT: 

Nil 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Nil 
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5.4 CROWN ROAD REQUEST - ADJACENT TO GILGAI SCHOOL 

File Number: S4.11.16/12 / 20/3590 

Author: Justin Pay, Manager Civil Engineering 

 
SUMMARY: 

Council has received a request from Crown Lands regarding a section of Crown Road adjacent to 
Gilgai School. The request has been made for this section of Crown Road to be transferred to the 
control of Council.   The Committee is requested to make a determination.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Committee recommend to Council that the section of Crown Road as presented in   
Attachment 2 be transferred to Council, on the provision that: 

i) Known hazards associated with trees be addressed prior to transfer; 

ii) Any future upgrade of this section of road be subject to grant funding or contribution from 
the Department of Education; 

iii) The maintenance classification of the road be Urban Minor; and 

iv) Council apply for relevant grant funding in order to improve road safety at the location.  

 

 
COMMENTARY: 

Access to the bus zone at Gilgai Public School has been a matter of concern for a number of 
years. A report was presented to the Committee in March 2019 outlining concerns at the time; a 
copy of the report is presented in Attachment 1 for the information of the Committee. At the time of 
that report the Department of Education had put measures in place to mitigate the issues. Since 
March 2019 no further issues relating to the bus zone were raised with Council, by the school or 
the Department.  

During the school holidays in December 2019 Council was approached by staff from Crown Lands, 
with a request that the parcel of Crown Road adjacent to the school be transferred to Council 
control. Attachment 2 includes a map showing the parcel of land in question, highlighted in yellow. 
This request was instigated by the acting principal of the school contacting Crown Lands and 
raising concerns about the traffic flow and conflict between vehicles and pedestrians at the 
location. Crown Lands would not commit to undertaking physical works at the location, their 
suggestion was that the Crown Road be transferred to Council.  

Attachment 3 is a copy of Council’s Management Policy, Crown Roads – Transfer to Council for 
the Committees attention.  

In assessing this request matters to note include: 

 Council has undertaken maintenance of this section of road in the past. In 2010, Council 
applied for and was successful in gaining funding to upgrade the bus turn around area at 
the location. 

 Council records indicate that no maintenance of the road has been completed since 2010.   

 The proposed transfer is in the public interest, with potential upgrade of the road leading to 
increased safety for vulnerable road users. 

 Any works to upgrade this section of road to provide safety improvements would come at 
considerable costs. The terrain and geology of the site provide significant barriers to 
construction works. Also environmental assessment of the site would be required given the 
local characteristics.  
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 Council would be required to budget for ongoing maintenance costs if the road is 
transferred. 

 The school recently provided an Arborist report to Council requesting that a number of 
dangerous trees be removed. A number of trees are on this parcel of Crown Road, the cost 
associated with removing these trees would become Council’s responsibility if the road was 
transferred to Council.   

Whilst ongoing maintenance cost associated with this section of road would be relatively minor, 
cost associated with upgrading the road to improve safety would be significant. It is likely that 
pavement widening, the construction of car parking spaces and the provision of pedestrian facilities 
would be required to adequately improve safety at the site. It is likely that various stakeholders 
would lobby Council to complete these safety upgrades if the road was Council’s responsibility.  

While there is a significant public interest in improving safety on this section of road, it is highly 
unlikely that the Department of Education or Crown Lands will take action to upgrade the road to 
improve safety. As such, Council accepting the transfer of this section of Crown Road would be the 
only outcome that would potentially lead to increased safety at the site. 

In order to mitigate Council’s financial risk associated with taking control of this section of road, a 
number of conditions could be placed on the transfer: 

 Known hazards associated with trees be addressed prior to transfer. 

 Any future upgrade of this section of road be subject to grant funding or contribution from 
the Department of Education. 

 The maintenance classification of this section of road be Urban Minor. 

The above maintenance classification is consistent with similar roads in the area and would limit 
Council’s future maintenance costs whilst providing an adequate level of service. 

It is recommended that Council accept the transfer of this parcel of Crown Road in order to 
facilitate improvements in road safety. It is recommended that the transfer be contingent on the 
above conditions in order to mitigate Council’s financial risk and that Council actively seek grant 
funding opportunities to improve road safety at the location.  

RISK ASSESSMENT: 

Road user safety issues exist with this section of road. Hazards associated with dangerous trees 
have been identified. Council would become responsible to manage these risks if the road is 
transferred. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

Councils Management Policy – Road Hierarchy would need to be updated if the road is transferred 
to Council control. A maintenance classification would need to be determined.  

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICERS COMMENT: 

Nil 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Report presented to March 2019 Committee   
2. Map of Crown Road   
3. Management Policy - Crown Roads - Transfer to Council    
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5.5 PETITION REGARDING VEGETATION IN FRAZERS CREEK - ASHFORD VILLAGE 

File Number: S6.8.5/11 / 20/3805 

Author: Matthew Mepham, Works Engineer 

 
SUMMARY: 

Council has previously received a petition from a number of Ashford residents concerning the 
potential flooding risk from Frazers Creek due to current vegetation and sedimentation levels. It 
was resolved at the October 2018 meeting of Council that staff were to undertake further 
investigation and liaison with relevant Government Agencies to determine an appropriate course of 
action and a further report be presented to the Civil and Environmental Services Committee 
outlining the findings of the investigation. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Committee recommend to Council that: 

i) The information be received and noted; 
 

ii) No further action be taken; and 
 
iii) The lead author of the petition be formally advised of Council’s course of action and 

provided with the appropriate contact details for the Natural Resource Access Regulator 
(NRAR). 

 

 
COMMENTARY: 

Council has previously received a petition from a number of Ashford residents concerning the 
potential flooding risk from Frazers Creek due to current vegetation and sedimentation levels. A 
copy of the petition has been included in attachment 1 for the information of the Committee. 

The Manager Civil Engineering previously inspected the site with Mr Bruce Currell (author of the 
petition) in October 2018 and submitted a report to the Civil and Environmental Services 
Committee meeting. The recommendation from the Committee and subsequent resolution from the 
October 2018 meeting of Council (RES132/18-D3) is reproduced below: 

That: 

i) The information in the report be received and noted; 
 

ii) Staff undertake further investigation and liason with relevant Government Agencies to 
determine an appropriate course of action; 

 
iii) A further report be presented to the Committee outlining the findings of the 

investigation; and 
 

iv) The lead author of the petition be formally advised of Council’s course of action. 

 
Ongoing investigations and liason with the relevant Government Agencies has been conducted by 
the Manager Civil Engineering. The Works Engineer inspected the creek with Mr Bruce Currell and 
Andrew Walsh, Senior Land Services Officer – Healthy Rivers of Local Land Services (LLS) on 
Thursday, 1 August 2019. The main site directly behind Mr Currell’s house was inspected during 
the visit which found significant amounts of vegetation, flood debris and sediment lining the creek 
bed. The photographs in attachment 2 depict the current state of Frazers Creek behind Mr Currell’s 
residence and adjacent to Alabama Street. 
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Discussions with Andrew Walsh, from LLS were conducted whilst onsite where he explained that 
there is a significant amount of vegetation, flood debris and a build up of sediment within the creek 
bed, but these do not pose a huge risk in a flood event. The smaller trees will most likely wash 
away in the next flood along with the debris and sediment. The sediment build up in the waterholes 
and the trees growing in the creek bed are a natural occurring process and is similar to other 
creeks and rivers in the area. A recommendation was sought from Andrew which is quoted below. 

Although many of the issues are natural processes of that riparian environment, some 
management actions could be undertaken. 

I would advise the following: 

 selective removal of any in-channel choke points to re-engage the natural channel. 

 floodplain trash reduction by mechanical removal. 

Discussions with other Government Agencies including Fisheries (Mr David Ward, Fisheries 
Manager) and the Natural Resource Access Regulator (Mr Chris Binks, Water Regulation Officer) 
were conducted and both agencies gave similar advice that the vegetation does not pose a huge 
risk during a flood event.  

David Ward from Fisheries advised that the larger sized flood debris would provide good fish 
habitat and any of the larger timber would need to remain in the creek. If any debris or sediment 
was to be removed, a dredging permit would need to be applied for and approved prior to any 
works.    

If a dredging permit was approved and the removal of sedimentation occurred, this could 
potentially become an ongoing maintenance issue as the next flood event would deposit the 
sediment from upstream into the site that was excavated. As discussed previously, the movement 
of sediment is the natural occurring process of a river or creek. 

Chris Binks from the Natural Resource Access Regulator (NRAR) advised if Council were to 
remove the vegetation, the impact could potentially be worse as there is an increased risk of 
erosion of the creek bed and banks from the higher velocity flow that would occur. A Controlled 
Activity Approval is required to conduct any works in the creek bed or banks. Council is exempt 
from this approval but landholders are required to gain approval if they wish to complete works 
themselves. 

Mr Binks also advised that he is available to have a discussion over the phone with the landholders 
about their concerns. 

From discussions conducted with the different Government Agencies and upon receiving their 
advice, it is recommended that no further action is to be taken. The vegetation does not pose a 
huge risk during flooding events and there are benefits regarding erosion control if they are left in 
place. The lead author of the petition should also be notified and provided with the contact details 
for the NRAR if he would like to discuss the matter further. 

RISK ASSESSMENT: 

Nil 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICERS COMMENT: 

Nil 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Petition   
2. Photos of Current State of Frazers Creek    
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Photo 1 – upstream view from location adjacent to Alabama Street 
 

 
 

Photo 2 – down stream view from location adjacent to Alabama Street. 
 

 



Civil and Environmental Services Committee Meeting Agenda 12 February 2020 

 

Item 6.1 Page 94 

6 INFORMATION REPORTS 

6.1 CRITICAL COMMUNICATIONS ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM UPDATE 

File Number: S10.12.2/13 / 20/2917 

Author: Elise Short, Planning Officer 

 
SUMMARY: 

This report has been prepared to update the Committee on the NSW Telco Authority Critical 
Communications Enhancement Program relating to the Inverell Shire Council Local Government 
Area.  It is requested that the Committee note the information. 

COMMENTARY: 

On 8 January 2020 Council received an update from Visionstream on behalf of the NSW Telco 
Authority relating to the status of the Critical Communications Enhancement Program (CCEP) in 
the Inverell Shire.   

What is the Critical Communications Enhancement Program (CCEP)?  

The CCEP aims to improve operational communications for law enforcement, emergency services 
organisations and essential service providers. 

The CCEP will consolidate the large number of separate radio networks built, owned and 
maintained by numerous NSW Government agencies.  This will enable critical information to be 
shared between agencies and across state borders during major incidents and events. 

The CCEP will significantly increase the level of shared radio coverage available to NSW 
Government agencies.  The program will also expand network capacity, availability and resilience 
designed to meet mission critical or public safety standards of operation. 

Why is the CCEP needed? 

NSW Government agencies and essential services have typically designed, built, operated and 
maintained separate radio networks.  As a result, law enforcement and emergency services 
organisations including the NSW Police Force, Fire and Rescue NSW, NSW Ambulance, NSW 
Rural Fire Service and NSW State Emergency Service operate their own, dedicated radio 
networks. 

The existence of both the Government Radio Network and numerous agency radio networks has 
resulted in substantial duplication of radio infrastructure, coverage and costs. 

What are the benefits of the CCEP?  

Some of the benefits of the CCEP for NSW Government agencies, emergency services and the 
broader community include: 

 Greater accessibility to public safety standard radio communications for frontline 
responders and day-to-day operations through the increased coverage – from less than 35 
per cent of the state at present to over 80 per cent when complete; 

 More flexible incident responses and coordination as agencies can more easily share 
information between each other and across borders including during times of major 
incidents; 

 A single common platform for emergency communications, which will support 
agencies in continuing to deliver public safety, law enforcement and essential services to 
the NSW community; and  

 More efficient management of resources by reducing the duplication of infrastructure 
and taking advantage of the economies of scale that can be realised through a common 
platform.  
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What is happening in the Inverell Shire?  

Within the Inverell Shire Local Government Area it is proposed to either upgrade and/or install 
radio communication infrastructure at four (4) separate locations.  The four (4) sites are located at 
Sawtooth Hill Trig, Inverell (Swanbrook Road), Mt Topper and Yetman as shown in Figure 1.  
These sites are located on either Crown Land or privately owned land. 

A fifth site has also been identified at Atholwood (Figure 1).  The nature of the upgrade works at 
this site is still under review. Visionstream have advised that additional information will be provided 
to Council in regards to the Atholwood site once further investigations have been completed.  The 
Atholwood site is located on land owned by Council, and as such a report has been prepared for 
the February 2020 Economic and Community Sustainability Committee which addresses the lease 
consolidation at the site. 

The four (4) proposals indicated above have been assessed by Visionstream as being capable of 
meeting the Development without Consent provisions of Clause 114(1) of State Environmental 
Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007 (Infrastructure SEPP).  These provisions state that 
“Development for the purposes of telecommunications facilities (including radio facilities) may be 
carried out by a public authority without consent on any land.”  As such, the NSW Telco Authority 
will be the determining authority under this Policy and are required to undertake a review of 
Environmental Factors for these proposals. 

NSW Telco Authority, or any company acting on their behalf, will also consult with Inverell Shire 
Council and potentially affected properties as deemed necessary under the provisions of Clauses 
13-15 and 141(2) of the Infrastructure SEPP.  

It is requested that the Committee note this information.  
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Figure 1 – Location of radio communication infrastructure proposals 
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RISK ASSESSMENT: 

Nil 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

The upgrades to Critical Communications infrastructure within the Inverell Shire LGA is consistent 
with Council’s Destination 5 – Services & Infrastructure where Communities are supported by 
sustainable services and infrastructure. 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICERS COMMENT: 

Nil 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Nil 
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6.2 WORKS UPDATE 

File Number: S28.21.1/12 / 20/3214 

Author: Justin Pay, Manager Civil Engineering 

 
SUMMARY: 

This report is intended to keep Council updated on the capital works and maintenance programs. 

COMMENTARY: 

Rifle Range Road Subdivision 

 

This project is the final stage of an industrial subdivision being undertaken by Council on Rifle 
Range Road, Inverell. This stage involves the construction of sewer, water, drainage and road 
infrastructure for up to 23 various sized industrial lots located between Rifle Range Road and the 
Pioneer Village. The $1.475M project is being funded from the Industrial Development Internal 
revote and the Industrial Promotion and Assistance vote. The design for the project was completed 
by Local Government Engineering Services and is in accordance with relevant Austroads Design 
Guidelines. Earthworks for road construction, underground drainage and sewer have been 
completed and placement of pavement material has commenced in preparation for kerb and gutter 
works.  

 

Construction of the pavement of this project was undertaken in stages, consistent with Council’s 
standard construction technique and engineering specifications. Pavement depths of up to 600mm 
were required for the project given the proposed traffic composition and the underlying soil types. 
In order to achieve these pavement depths whilst also ensuring proper drainage, areas of existing 
soil were required to be removed, or “boxed out”. This is a standard pavement construction 
technique. Some construction areas had considerable volumes of cut for pavement construction, 
sewer and drainage installation. This is due to the site constraints, including depth of drainage 
lines, depth of sewer and provision of proper road drainage in varying natural site gradients. After 
completion of the concrete kerb and gutter the final pavement layer will be constructed. The levels 
of the kerb and gutter and final pavement layer provide adequate grades on both the access and 
egress from Rifle Range Road for a range of heavy vehicles, including buses.  The project is 
progressing in accordance with the original approved design.  

 

The project has experienced minor delays as crews are also working on the Sporting Complex 
Upgrade project.  Works have recommenced in January 2020 with the sub base layer completed 
and ready for kerb and gutter. Works are expected to continue over the next six (6) weeks with a 
planned completion date mid March 2020. 
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Sub base pavement material placed and compacted – Rifle Range Road Industrial Subdivision 

 
Guyra Road Pavement Rehabilitation and Widening – Slurry Gully 
 
This project involves the widening and rehabilitation of a section of Guyra Road 66.66km to 
68.58km west of Guyra at the locality known as Slurry Gully (2km west of Tingha). The project has 
been constructed in two (2) stages with stage one (1) (CH 67.40km to 68.58km) an 1180 metre 
section completed and stage two (2) (CH 66.66km to 67.40km) a 740 metre section currently under 
construction. Council has committed $1.41M to this project with $1.087M being funded from the 
Repair Program and $323K from the Block Grant. 
 
Stage one (1) has been completed with a primer seal placed on 6 December, 2019. The site was 
closed down for the Christmas break with crews returning to commence stage two (2) early 
January 2020. Culvert upgrades are underway with a box culvert extension completed by a local 
concreting contractor. Earthworks commenced late January 2020 with pavement construction due 
to commence early February 2020. A primer seal for stage two (2) is planned for mid March 2020 
with a final seal for both stage one (1) and stage two (2) programmed for November 2020, in 
conjunction with the 2020/2021 Resealing Program. 
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Completed Primer Seal Stage One MR135 Slurry Gully 
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Earthworks under construction Stage Two MR135 Slurry Gully 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Civil and Environmental Services Committee Meeting Agenda 12 February 2020 

 

Item 6.2 Page 102 

Inverell Sporting Complex Athletics Precinct Upgrade 
 
Council has been successful in obtaining $350K from the Stronger Country Communities Fund to 
contribute towards the construction of a new athletics precinct at the Inverell Sporting Complex on 
Eucalypt Drive. Works involve the construction of a new athletics precinct and associated 
infrastructure with upgrades to Eucalypt Drive including drainage works and the construction of 
kerb and gutter. The total budget allocation for this project is $789K with the remaining $439K 
required for this project being revenue funded by Council. 
 
Works commenced on this project in late September 2019 and were expected to be completed 
within 12 weeks. Some delays were experienced as crews were working on the Lake Inverell All 
Abilities Project and Rifle Range Road Project.  
 
The earthworks and irrigation for the new athletics fields is now complete and ready for grass mix. 
Pavement construction, stormwater drainage and kerb and gutter works have also been completed 
along with the concrete works on the footpath and grandstand area adjacent to the netball courts. 
Preparations for the associated landscaping works (tree planting) are currently taking place ready 
for tree planting and laying turf in Autumn 2020. 
 
The remaining works include the construction of the discus, shotput and longjump facilities on the 
new athletics fields and fencing around the new field. These works are due to be completed by 
Easter. 

 
Newly constructed roundabout and parking areas – Inverell Sports Complex Upgrade 
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Byron Street – Town Centre Renewal Plan Project – Campbell Street to Vivian Street 
 
This project is stage 2 of the Town Centre Renewal Plan (TCRP). This stage is located along 
Byron Street from Campbell Street to Vivian Street. The stage consists of the removal of 11 plane 
trees, planting of 6 new Pin Oak trees in the newly constructed centre median plus six (6) 
Chanticleer Pear edge plantings. The existing raised crossings will also be removed and replaced 
with an at grade level crossing. The project is estimated to cost $1.54M and is expected to take 16 
weeks to complete. This follows on from Stage one (1) in Otho Street, which was completed early 
2018.  

Works have commenced and are progressing well on the Byron Street TCRP project. A total of 11 
Plane trees were removed on Wednesday 8 and Thursday 9 January following this, works 
commenced on replacing the pedestrian crossing between Campbell Street and Otho Street. The 
new crossing is to have the same shape as the previous, however the raised ramp has been 
removed and damage to the surrounding kerb and gutter is being repaired.  

Works crews have completed the removal of the crossing and have poured concrete for the new 
crossing and associated gardens. A temporary bitumen seal is in place until the median is 
completed. The asphalt seal is due to be completed mid April.   

Works crews started trenching the centre of the road on Monday, 13 January, in preparation for Pin 
Oak tree planting. This work started between Campbell Street and Otho Street of which the 
southern traffic lane was closed to traffic until the southern side of the new crossing was 
completed. On Wednesday 29 January, the northern traffic lane between Campbell Street and 
Otho Street was closed and the southern traffic lane was reopened to allow works to continue on 
the northern side of the crossing.  

Saturday, 1 February saw the fencing erected to close the northern traffic lane from Otho Street to 
Vivian Street ready to commence the next block. The southern traffic lane between Otho Street 
and Vivian St is still open to traffic. 

Despite recent periods of wet weather the project is on schedule to be completed within the 
planned 16 week time frame. 

 

 
Citygreen Stratavault Cells installed in the median trench – TCRP Byron Street 
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New Concrete Level Crossing near Coles – TCRP Byron Street 

 

Yetman Road – Vegetation Clearing in Clear zone 

This project involves the removal of vegetation within the 6m clear zone either side of the road 
shoulder approximately 60km North of Inverell starting just north of Sawpit Gully heading towards 
Yetman for two (2) kilometres finishing at “Arakoola Springs” driveway.  

An ecological assessment was undertaken in October 2019 by Reconeco. Some Habitat trees 
were located on site but are outside the 6m clearzone and therefore will not be removed. 

Leo’s Tree and Tower were engaged to complete the works of which commenced on Monday 3 
February and will take approximately one (1) week to complete.  

Maintenance Grading  

 

The following maintenance grading works were undertaken during November-December 2019. 

 

Road Number Road Name Length Graded (km) 

SR 128 Delungra Road 17.81 

SR 214  Old Bundarra Road 7.08 

SR 215 Schwenkes Lane 2.17 

SR 286 Monterey Lane 0.87 

SR 419 Bassendean Road 7.47 

SR 420 Weidermans Road 2.36 

 TOTAL 37.76 

The following maintenance grading works were undertaken during January 2020. 

 

Road Number Road Name Length Graded (km) 

SR 54  Emmaville Road 8.00 
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SR 58  Rocky Creek Road 5.00 

SR 139 Glenburnie Road 2.13 

SR 252 McLachlans Lane 4.50 

SR 253 Old Armidale Road 12.44 

SR 263 Rifle Range Road 4.75 

SR 427 Cracknells Road 3.18 

SR 426 Dry Creek Road 4.25 

SR 425 Georges Creek Road 9.00 

 TOTAL 53.25 

 

Reactive Spot Grading  

 

The following reactive spot grading works were undertaken during November-December 2019. 

 

Road Number Road Name Length Graded (km) 

SR 254  Stannifer Road 2.00 

 TOTAL 2.00 

 

The following reactive spot grading works were undertaken during January 2020. 

 

Road Number Road Name Length Graded (km) 

SR 110  Rob Roy Road 3.76 

SR 223 Byron Station Lane 2.00 

 TOTAL 5.76 

 

Gravel Patching 

 

The following gravel patching works were undertaken during November-December 2019. 

 

Road Number Road Name Area Patched (sqm) 

SR 419 Bassendean Road 7000 

 TOTAL 7000 

 

The following gravel patching works were undertaken during January 2020. 

 

Road Number Road Name Area Patched (sqm) 

SR 110  Rob Roy Road 2000 

SR 223 Byron Station Lane 2200 

SR 267 Spring Mountain Road 2500 

 TOTAL 6700 
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Gravel Re-sheeting  

 

No gravel re-sheeting works were undertaken during November-December 2019 or January 2020. 

 

Recent climatic conditions had placed significant stress on the gravel re-sheeting program with the 
lack of available water. The program had been suspended due to lack of sufficient water sources. 

Recent rainfall events have provided the opportunity for the program to recommence in some 
areas. Resheeting works will commence on Reserve Creek Road during early February. Upon 
completion of work in the Delungra area, staff will mobilise to complete work in the Maybole area, 
as soon as possible.  

 
Other Maintenance Activities 

 

Council’s State, Regional and Local Roads, Urban and Village Street maintenance activities, such 
as bitumen patching, drainage and shoulder repairs as well as vegetation control, are continuing as 
required. Town maintenance will continue as programmed. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Nil  
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6.3 ASHFORD TOWN WATER SUPPLY SEVERN RIVER RAW WATER QUALITY 

File Number: S32.12.9 / 20/4180 

Author: Michael Bryant, Manager Environmental Engineering 

 
SUMMARY: 

This report updates Council on problems being experienced with treating poor quality raw water 
sourced from the Severn River at Ashford for the town water supply. 

COMMENTARY: 

The extended severe drought has resulted in a parched landscape with very little ground cover 
within the Severn River catchment.  Towards the end of January 2020 localised storms below 
Pindari Dam have resulted in a low flow of highly turbid water containing elevated levels of organic 
matter, iron and manganese. The water has low levels of dissolved oxygen leading to 
eutrophication of the river. 

On 31 January treatment of water at the Ashford Water Treatment Plant (WTP) was suspended to 
undertake adjustment to chemical dosing arrangements at the plant to treat the highly turbid raw 
water. NSW Department of Industry & Energy Water (DPIE Water) plus a specialist process 
engineer have provided assistance to Council in implementing temporary arrangements to treat the 
water to a level complying with the Australian Drinking Water Guidelines.  The WTP recommenced 
operations on 3 February and is being closely monitored with adjustments made as necessary to 
maintain production. 

The current elevated level of poor water quality has never been experienced at the Ashford town 
water supply intake.  Many other town water supplies in the New England are experiencing similar 
problems. Drought breaking rain is required to cleanse the catchment for the rivers to return to 
normal. 

The initial response is anticipated to cost in the order of $20,000 including professional advice and 
temporary chemical dosing equipment. 

The current arrangements at Ashford WTP are temporary and an assessment will be made to 
determine if any permanent changes need to be introduced going forward. Should any significant 
capital works be required the matter will be reported to Council for consideration.  Early discussion 
with NSW DPIE Water and NSW Health is that funding may be available to assist Council with 
capital works associated with the drought response measures. 

A further update on this matter will be provided at the meeting. 

RISK ASSESSMENT: 

The town water supply is being managed to minimise public health risks. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICERS COMMENT: 

Nil 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Nil 
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