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Local heritage fund guidelines 2019/2020 
Inverell Shire Council’s Local Heritage Assistance Fund (the Fund) has been established with 
the aid of a grant from the New South Wales Heritage Branch of the Office of Environment and 
Heritage.  Combined with the Heritage Office’s grant, the Fund for 2019/2020 totals $36,000.00. 

1 Local heritage fund purpose 
The Inverell Shire Council Local Heritage Financial Assistance Fund is a targeted funding 
program administered on an annual basis.  Application for assistance is available to private 
owners of heritage items and buildings in conservation areas identified under the Inverell Local 
Environmental Plan 2012.  Projects must meet eligibility criteria, funding priorities and common 
selection criteria as outlined under the Priorities section below.  

Projects funded through the local heritage fund  
The types of projects assisted by the Fund include, but are not limited to: 

• Reinstating damaged and/or missing features of the heritage item; 
• Weatherproofing; 
• Restumping; 
• Brickwork repairs and re-pointing; 
• Fencing around private cemeteries; 
• Other conservation works and maintenance works projects; 
• Adaptive reuse projects;  
• Urban design projects that support heritage;  
• Interpretation projects; and  
• Conservation management plans. 

2 Type of funding available 
It is Council’s aim to assist as many local heritage owners as possible and as such the Fund is 
administered on this basis. Following assessment of the applications, funding will be allocated 
in accordance with the scope and scale of each project. 

In this regard Council applies the Funding priorities and criteria listed below in assessment of 
applications.  Other factors for consideration are the project scale, scope of works required, 
necessity, and application quality. 

In all cases the property owner will be required to provide at least matching finance for the 
project. 

3 Opening and closing dates for applying for grants from the local 
heritage fund 

Applications open on 8 July 2019 and close on 16 September 2019. 

Note:  Applications are called for once every year. The next call for applications for the 2020/21 
Local Heritage Fund will be in July 2020. 
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4  Who can apply for grants from the local heritage fund? 
All owners and managers of heritage items or items in a conservation area in the Inverell Local 
Environmental Plan 2012 can apply for Local Heritage Assistance Funding.  However, you 
cannot apply for funding if you are a state government agency (but may be involved as a project 
partner).  

5 What projects can be funded by the local heritage fund?  

Funding is available for buildings and places that are either: 
• Listed as a heritage item in the Local Environmental Plan; or 
• Included in a conservation area in the Local Environmental Plan; or  
• Supported by your local council’s heritage advisor or other heritage specialist as being of 

heritage significance. 

6 What projects cannot be funded by the local heritage fund? 

Funding will not be available from the local heritage fund for: 
• new buildings; 
• routine maintenance, e.g. lawn mowing, gutter cleaning or carpet cleaning; 
• projects where adequate funding is available from the applicant or other sources; 
• new commemorative monuments or works; 
• the purchase of heritage buildings; 
• the relocation of buildings or works to relocate buildings; 
• private headstones, unless there is no possibility of descendent support; 
• floodlighting of heritage buildings; 
• the purchase of equipment; or 
• moveable railway heritage items. 

7 Agreed funding priorities 
Inverell Shire Council will give priority to projects that are: 

• For heritage item/s in a well maintained heritage streetscape or landscape setting; 
• For a heritage item/s with public access and visibility; 
• For urgent maintenance works to avert management risks (eg severe deterioration, 

demolition, or demolition by neglect); 
• Part of a heritage group or a precinct; 
• Fire, service and access upgrades for Building Code Australia compliance for ongoing or 

adaptive reuse of your heritage item/s; and 
• Have not received previous council funding support in the last 5 years. 

However, in exceptional circumstances, the Inverell Shire Council reserves the right to 
recommend funding for projects that may not fully meet the requirements. 

8 Common selection criteria  
Funding is targeted to projects with: 

• Sustainable long term heritage benefits; 
• Public benefit and enjoyment; 
• Innovation and leadership;  
• Capacity and commitment to undertake the project; and 
• Funding equity and cost effectiveness.  
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9 Applying for funding 
To apply for project funding from Council’s Local Heritage Assistance Fund you must undertake 
the following: 

• Read the application form (available from Council’s administration centre or website). 
• Do some background research on your heritage item so you can include all relevant 

information in your project proposal. 
• Prepare a list of project tasks to be completed.  
• Talk with Council’s Planning staff and heritage advisor about your project/s (you may 

need a Development Application and Construction Certificate). 
• Get at least two quotes for each, if seeking funding for more than one, of the projects. 
• Ensure you have relevant plans and sketches – depending on the size of the project, 

you may need to include these in your application. 
• Take ‘before’ and ‘after’ photographs.  
• Complete the application form and keep a copy, including all attachments, for your 

records. 

10 Submitting your application 
Before you submit your application  

Before you submit your application for funding, it is recommended that you discuss your project 
with Council’s Planning Officers.  An appointment can be arranged by contacting Inverell Shire 
Council on 02 6728 8200 or council@inverell.nsw.gov.au  

Submitting your application - Email OR post.  Do not do both 

Email your completed project application with attached digital images and other information to 
council@inverell.nsw.gov.au  with the Subject: Local Heritage Assistance Fund Application. 

Post to: The General Manager 
 Inverell Shire Council 
 PO Box 138 
 Inverell  NSW  2360 

11 Processing your project application  
Inverell Shire Council will acknowledge receipt of your application within 7 days of 16 
September, 2019. 

In assessing your application, the quality and clarity of information provided will be taken into 
account.  Projects will be assessed and approved by Council, and a funding offer and contract 
will be sent to successful applicants in October, 2019. Unsuccessful applicants will also be 
advised in writing at this time. 

On acceptance of this offer, funding will commence on 1 November, 2019.  All projects must be 
completed and all funding claimed by 3 April, 2020.  

12 Further information  
Further information on Inverell Shire Council’s Local Heritage Assistance Fund can be obtained 
from Council’s Planning Officers by telephoning 02 6728 8200 or e-mailing 
council@inverell.nsw.gov.au. 

Details are also available on Council’s webpage “Local Heritage Assistance Fund” 
(http://www.inverell.nsw.gov.au/development/heritage/local-heritage-assistance-fund.html) 
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