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A guide to understanding your 2018/19 Land Rates 

   

        

 

 
 

What are land rates?  Land rates are a levy billed each financial year to fund the services and facilities provided by 

Council, other than roads.  Rates are calculated on the value of land, and do not include any improvements such as 
buildings.  

Why do I have to pay rates?  The funds collected in annual rates enable Council to help the local community to 

run smoothly. Council administers various laws and regulations to help maintain and improve services and facilities for 
the community. These services include community services, sporting and recreation services, environmental planning, 
local infrastructure, public health, environmental protection and waste collection, treatment and disposal. 

 

 

Does Council receive more money if my land value 
increases? No, the income council can make from rates is 

capped in a process called rate pegging.  Council must ensure 
that our total income received from rates does not grow past the 
limit set by IPART.  Regardless of any land valuation 
movements and changes, Councils rating income can not 
exceed the rate peg increase. 

 

Who decides the amount I have to pay? - The total amount of income that a council can raise from certain rates 

and charges is limited. This is called the rate peg percentage. The rate peg is determined on an annual basis, by the 
Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART). 
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Rate Categories - All rateable land must be declared as Residential, Business, Farming or Mining, in accordance 
with the Local Government Act.  
 
From this declaration, Council may adopt sub categories; Council currently has 11 in total.   
 
An example of each rate category and the general rates charged is provided below for 2018/19: 

Rate Category 
Land Value 
example* 

Cents in the $ Ad valorem total Base amount 
Total General 

Rates 

 LV x = + =Total General 

Residential - Inverell 64,018 0.0133970 $                    857.65  $                    212.00   $               1,069.65  

Residential - Ashford 12,162 0.0094750 $                    115.23 $                    212.00  $                  327.23  

Residential - Delungra 20,103 0.0246600 $                    495.74 $                    212.00  $                  707.74  

Residential - Yetman 15,155 0.0160700 $                    243.54  $                   212.00  $                  455.54  

Residential - Gilgai 32,507 0.0120450 $                    391.55 $                    212.00  $                  603.55  

Residential - General 48,888 0.0207300  $                 1,013.45 $                    212.00  $               1,225.45  

Residential - Rural 121,580 0.0064600 $                    785.41 $                    212.00  $                  997.41  

Business – Inverell 141,962 0.0043120 $                    612.14 $                    212.00  $                  824.14  

Business – Other 126,426 0.0362000 $                 4,576.62 $                    212.00  $               4,788.62  

Farmland 628,348 0.0251850 $               15,824.94 $                    212.00  $             16,036.94  

Mining 0 0.0300000 0.00 $                    212.00  $                  212.00  

*Whilst the land value figures above are only an example only, it is an accurate example of that locality. 

 
 
 
Why are my rates different to my neighbor? 
General rates are made up of two components – a base 
amount and a variable rate or ad valorem rate (in 
proportion to the value).  The ad valorem rate is set by 
Council, for each category and sub category; this rate is 
then multiplied by your land value. 
 
 

 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

My rates went up more than the rate-peg percentage? Yes, that is possible, as the Rate pegging applies to a 
council's overall general income and not to rates on individual properties. 

 
 

Will my rates increase because my land value has increased? Possibly.  If the value of your land value has 
increase by a greater percentage than others in the shire or the rate category.  So, yes you could expect to pay a 

larger percentage of the combined general rates total, if your land value has increased, and vice versa. 

Will my rates decrease because my land value has decreased? Not always.  If all properties within that rate 

category have also decreased at the same rate, no changes in rating would be seen.  A decrease in rates would only 
occur, if the valuation decrease was below the average for the shire or the rate category. 
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Annual Charges 
 
Annual Water Charge – All rateable land that is situated within 225 metres of a water pipe of the 

council is subject to the annual water availability charge, whether connected or not.  The charge for 
this year is $364.00 per year, or per connected meter.   

 

 
Garbage Collection – Council charges an annual charge for domestic waste management on all 

land that is serviced by the Garbage Collection Service.  The occupied rate is $320 per year, which 
includes one 240L waste collection per week, and one recycle collection per fortnight.  Undeveloped 
(vacant) land that is within the serviced area is subject to a $50 charge. 

 
  
The annual waste management charge is levied on all rateable land within the Shire.  Income from the Annual 

Waste Management Charge is utilised to directly offset part of the substantial costs associated with the management 
and maintenance of Council’s Waste Depots and associated programs.  The Annual Waste Management Charge for 
this year is $80 per assessment. 
 

 
Annual Sewer Charge (residential) All Residential properties that are situated within 75 metres of 

a sewer main connected or not, are charged the Annual Sewer Charge, of $500.  Different sewer rates 
apply for flats, units, duplex’s and commercial properties. 

 
 
Storm water Management Charge – For all properties within the urban area, $25 is charged per 

residential assessment, $12.50 per Residential Strata lot and $25.00 for Business Premises for each 
350 square meters or additional part thereof, subject to a maximum on Business Premises of $250.  
 
 

 

When do I have to pay my rates and charges?  

Rates and charges notices are issued in July each year. There are two options available to pay 
your rates and charges: 

 Option 1 – Pay in full by 31 August each year 

 Option 2 – Pay by quarterly installments due on, 31 August, 30 November, 28 February, 31 May 

How can I pay my rates? 
 

 At       
Council Yetman RTC Ashford RTC Mail B Pay Phone Website 

Cash        

Credit Card* 
(Visa, 
Mastercard) 

       

Cheque        

Money order        

EFTPOS /  
Debit card 

       

Direct Debit        

Centerpay        

*A merchant fee does apply 

 

 
Administration Centre, 144 Otho Street (PO Box 138), Inverell NSW 2360 

Ph: 02 67 288 288 Fax: 02 67 288 277 
DX 6159 

www.inverell.nsw.gov.au 

http://www.inverell.nsw.gov.au/

