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Largest Wind Farm in New South Wales
New South Wales largest Wind Farm is situated 18km from Glen Innes and 28km from Inverell. Momentum is high with key
milestones being hit on the $600 Million Sapphire Wind Farm Project. With two of the largest mobile cranes in Australia on
site and component deliveries in full swing, turbine erection is on track.
As you read this there will be 23 fully erected turbines at the Sapphire Wind Farm. The New England weather conditions
have been ideal for project progress. When completed a total of 75 turbines will stand proudly on the skyline between
Inverell and Glen Innes contributing to a cleaner and more energy efficient future for the area.
From Andrew Houston – Project Manager
“ It’s an exciting time along with a new buzz around site and within the local community, as we are currently in the early
stages of commissioning so the project is more visible than before, with the first 15 wind turbines currently being tested,
which means the local residents will start to see the turbines spinning, it’s a major milestone on the project, which has been
a long route to get to this point, so the buzz and excitement gives a real sense of achievement for everyone involved. As
more wind turbines are erected these will be commissioned swiftly which will add to the number of turbines on the project,
before we become operational”
From Patric Millar – Senior Environmental Adviser
“The environmental impact of the project is being off set locally on the property “Windemere” which was purchased by
Sapphire Wind Farm in 2016. “Windemere” is home to several State and Federally listed Threatened Species which will be
managed carefully. Sapphire Wind Farm will manage “Windemere” in perpetuity for its biodiversity outcomes. It has a fully
funded comprehensive management plan in place which deals with weed, fire, pest animals and species recovery. We have
spent over $80,000 this year on weed management campaign targeting St John’s Wort, Blackberry and Sweet Briar”.

Construction Overview Mid March
➢ Components continue to arrive at Sapphire Wind Farm
➢ Substation installed and energised
➢ 7km out of 8km 330kV Over head line installed
➢ 47km out of 47km of new internal roads constructed
➢ 75 out of 75 wind turbine foundations completed
➢ 75 out of 75 wind turbine foundations backfilled
➢ 245km out of 245km of underground cabling installed
➢ 52 bases and tower sections have been installed (Stage 1)
➢ 19 of 75 Tower erections completed (Stage 2)
➢ 16 out of 75 Towers Commissioned

Project Community Involvement
Sapphire Wind Farm – Contributing to the local Community
Sapphire Wind Farm provides financial support to not-for-profit community groups and organizations that are working to
make a positive and lasting contribution to the communities of the Shires of Inverell and Glen Innes.

Glen Innes Show

Inverell Show

Sapphire Wind Farm were
the proud major sponsor for
the Glen Innes Show on the
9th - 11th of February.

Sapphire Wind Farm were
a proud major sponsor for
the Inverell Show on the
22nd - 24th of February

Rotary Bike Ride
2018 CWP Asset Management Ride for
Mental Health research will be held
from the 14th - 18th of May riding from
Ballandean to Boonah, 276.5km.

Sponsorship Eligibility
If you would like to know more about sponsorship opportunities please go to the Community Sponsorship page on our
website http://www.sapphirewindfarm.com.au/community-sponsorship/
Applicants must be one of the following to apply :
➢ Not-for-profit organisation

➢ Local government
➢ Educational department or group
➢ Incorporated community-based organization

Community Co-Investment Initiative
Pioneering an Australian First
It’s the way of the future: the opportunity to invest directly into local community infrastructure assets. CWP is proud to
be pioneering Australia’s first community co-investment into a large scale wind farm. Community co-investment is
where members of the community are invited to invest in a renewable energy project that’s developed, financed and
managed by a third party

Community Co-Investment Initiative
Discovery Phase
During the Discovery Phase, to ascertain the community interest, the Sapphire Wind Farm hosted a series of Discovery
Sessions across the New England North West. Sessions were held in Inverell, Glen Innes, Wellingrove, Moree, Tamworth
and Armidale. A survey was also undertaken in order to gauge the interest in investing directly into a large-scale
commercial wind farm. The survey opened on 3 September and closed on 31 October 2017.
The key outcomes of the survey were:
➢
➢
➢
➢

337 respondents – 80% local residents
$5,357,500 pledged
Very positive community sentiment
Significant regional and national media coverage

For detailed findings and our Community Investment Testing Report, please refer to our website:
http://www.sapphirewindfarm.com.au/community-investment/

Sapphire Wind Farm Facts

➢ 75 Towers Vestas V126 3.6 Mw Wind Turbines.
➢ 200m from Ground to tip of Each tower.
➢ 130 Tonne Nacelle & Drive train.
➢ 12 Tonne Blades at 61.5m Long.
➢ 32 Tonne Hub.
➢ 56 to 63 Tonne Base and top sections.
➢ Foundations have a 21m diameter and 3.5m deep.
➢ 58 Tonne of steel per foundation.
➢ 582m3 Concrete per foundation, one continuous pour.
➢ 244km of single core 33KV cable.
➢ 85km of Fiber Optic cable.
➢ 79km of cable trenching.
➢ 9km of overhead powerlines.
➢ 106 000m3 total Pavement Volume.

Big Toys onsite

Liebherr LG1750
Owner Sarens
➢ Normal Design Capacity
➢ De-rigged Road Weight:

750 tonnes
96 tonnes

➢ Road speed:

60 - 70 Km/hour

➢ Engine Capacity: 8 cylinder water cooled 686 hp.
➢ Sixteen Hydraulic pneumatic wheels with eight separate axles.
➢ Fuel Consumption: Huge!

Current Site Configuration
➢ Capacity:
➢ 70 to 130 tonnes @ 140 metres from ground to center-line of hub.
➢ Main Jib: 141 metres long

➢ Counterweight: 245 tonnes
➢ Number of Tyres on Super-lift tray: 96 individual hydraulic steering
with 90 degree simultaneous turning capability.
➢ Winches: 2 holding 1.25Km of steel wire weighing 4kg/m.
➢ Outriggers

Aviation Lighting
As Sapphire Wind Farm moves
from construction to operations
some changes are taking
place. Apart from the turbines on
the skyline the other major
change is the progressive
implementation of the Aviation
Hazard Lighting across the
project.
The project is required to have 41
Aviation Hazard Lights across the
project to ensure the safety of
pilots flying in the local area. The
Aviation Hazard Lights are
designed and installed to meet the
requirements of the Civil Aviation
Safety Authority. As more
turbines are constructed, more
lights will be turned on. A full map
of the lights is below.

Meet the Team

Andrew Houston
Project Manager

David Williamson
Operations Facility Manager

Malcolm Moore
Construction Superintendent

Patric Millar
Environmental Advisor

Denyelle O’Brien
Project Support Administrator

Dave Allen
Project Engineer

CWP are proud to have long term locals David Williamson, Denyelle O’Brien and Patric Millar as part of
their team. David Williamson, Denyelle O’Brien and Patric Millar are 3 of the 142 locals that have been
employed during the construction phase. Local residents contributed to 42% of the entire work force.

Construction hours
Site works will take place during approved construction hours:
Monday to Friday: 7:00am – 6:00pm
Saturday: 8.00am – 1.00pm

At certain times work may be undertaken outside these construction
hours, which will be subject to project approvals.
The Sapphire Wind Farm aims to keep interruptions to the local
community to a minimum, Information regarding construction
activities are provided on our website.

Sapphire Solar – Update
Australia’s largest hybrid renewable energy project
➢ Co-located with the Sapphire Wind Farm, the proposed Sapphire Solar Farm
provides a unique opportunity to create Australia’s largest hybrid renewable
energy project – connecting wind and solar generation, alongside battery
storage to the National Electricity Market.
➢ Sustainable. Renewable. Zero emissions.
➢ Solar power is a natural choice for reducing dependency on fossil fuels.
➢ 170 MW capacity
➢ Power 68,000 homes
➢ $220 million investment

➢ To find out more please visit our website

http://www.sapphirewindfarm.com.au/sapphire-solar/

The Sapphire Solar Project will be Located 30km east of Inverell on 11
hectares, the site facilities will include battery storage, solar photovoltaic
(PV) modules, electrical transformers and inverters and other ancillary
equipment.
When complete, the Sapphire Solar Farm would provide enough energy to
power 68,000 average Australian homes a year. It would also play a vital
role in helping the Australian Government meet the COP21 emissions
target reduction of 26-28% by 2030 and support New South Wales’
climate change policy. The facility perfectly complements the Sapphire
Wind Farm allowing the 170 MW of merchantable wind energy to also be
stored and dispatched with solar energy.

Proposed Sapphire Solar Project Timeline

Information
We welcome your feedback and inquiries, for further information please contact the Sapphire Wind Farm:

Mailing Address
PO Box 61
Inverell NSW 2360

Join Us Facebook and our Website
http://www.sapphirewindfarm.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/sapphirewindfarm/

P: 1800 859 660
E: info@sapphirewindfarm.com.au

