
 

 
 

 
 

Member for Northern Tablelands, Adam Marshall and Mayor Harmon officially opened the 
Redevelopment of Cameron Park on 18 May, 2016.  

 
The NSW Government provided $510,000 towards the $1.2M project. 
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INVERELL SHIRE COUNCIL 
 

NOTICE OF ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 
 
 
 
19 May, 2016 
 
An Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held in the Council Chambers, Administrative Centre, 
144 Otho Street, Inverell on Wednesday, 25 May, 2016, commencing at 3pm.  
 
Your attendance at this Ordinary Meeting of Council would be appreciated. 
 

 
P J HENRY  PSM 

 
GENERAL MANAGER 

 
 

A G E N D A 
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 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS/PECUNIARY AND 

NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
PUBLIC FORUM 

 
SECTION B ADVOCACY REPORTS 

SECTION C COMMITTEE REPORTS 

SECTION D DESTINATION REPORTS 

SECTION E INFORMATION REPORTS 

SECTION F QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

SECTION G CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS (COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE) 
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Quick Reference Guide 
 

Below is a legend that is common between the: 
• Inverell Shire Council Strategic Plan 
• Inverell Shire Council Delivery Plan 
• Inverell Shire Council Management Plan. 
 
 

Destinations Icon Code 
1. A recognised leader in a broader context. 
 
Giving priority to the recognition of the Shire as a 
vital component of the New England North West 
Region through Regional Leadership. 
 

 

R 

2. A community that is healthy, educated and 
sustained. 

 
Giving priority to the Shire as a sustainable and 
equitable place that promotes health, well being, 
life long learning and lifestyle diversity. 
 

 

C 

3. An environment that is protected and 
sustained. 

 
Giving priority to sustainable agriculture, the 
protection and conservation of rivers, waterways 
bio diversity and the built environment. 
 

 
E 

4. A strong local economy. 
 
Giving priority to economic and employment 
growth and the attraction of visitors. 
 
 
 

 
B 

5. The Communities are served by sustainable 
services and infrastructure. 

 
Giving priority to the provision of community 
focused services and the maintenance, 
enhancement and upgrade of infrastructure. 
 

 

S 

 
 



 
 

MEETING CALENDAR 
 

October 2015 – September 2016 
 

 TIME OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPT 

Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed 

Ordinary Meetings 

 

 

 

3:00 pm 28 25 16 No 
Meeting 

24 23 27 25 ^22 27 24 *28 

Major Committees 
 
Civil and Environmental 
Services 
 
Economic and 
Community Sustainability 
 

 
 

8:30 am 
 
 

 10:30 am 

Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed 

14 11 No 
Meetings 

No 
Meetings 

10 9 13 11 8 13 10 14 

 
^ Meeting at which the Management Plan for 2016/2017 is adopted. *Mayoral Election, to be conducted. (September) 
 

 Members of the public are invited to observe meetings of the Council. 
Should you wish to address Council, please contact the Office of the General Manager on 6728 8206. 
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  MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF INVERELL SHIRE COUNCIL HELD IN 
THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, ADMINISTRATIVE CENTRE, 144 OTHO STREET, 
INVERELL ON WEDNESDAY, 27 APRIL, 2016, COMMENCING AT 3 PM. 
 

 PRESENT: Cr P J Harmon (Mayor) [Chairperson], Crs D F Baker, H N Castledine, 
P J Girle, B C Johnston, D C Jones, A A Michael and J A Watts. 

 
The General Manager (Paul Henry), Director Corporate & Economic 
Services (Ken Beddie) and Director Civil & Environmental Services 
(Brett McInnes). 

 
 SECTION A 

 
 APOLOGIES         S13.6.9/09 

 
The General Manager advised that Cr Peters tendered his apology and sought leave of 
absence for business reasons.  
 
23/16 RESOLVED (Jones/Watts) that the apology from Cr Peters due to his absence for 
business reasons be accepted, and that leave of absence be granted. 
 

 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  S13.5.2/09 
 
24/16 RESOLVED (Johnston/Michael) that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of 
Council held on 23 March, 2016, as circulated to members, be confirmed as a true and 
correct record of that meeting. 
 

 DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS/PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY 
INTERESTS 
 
There were no interests declared. 
 

 PUBLIC FORUM                      S13.5.6/09 
 
At this juncture, the time being 3.05pm, the Mayor welcomed the members of the public 
and opened the Public Forum Session by inviting members of the public to speak: 
 

 Mr Les Eastaway London Plane Trees 
 
Mr Eastaway noted the Plane Trees in and around Inverell, 
particularly at Varley Oval. Mr Eastaway asked if it was Council’s 
direction that the London Plane Trees at Varley Oval be 
removed, noting the comment of a staff member. 
 
Director Civil & Environmental Services, Mr Brett McInnes 
advised that the tree is not being removed. This tree, like a 
number of mature trees around the town had suffered due to the 
prolonged hot weather. It is being treated to deal with the impact 
of the weather. 
 

 At this juncture, the time being 3.10pm, the Public Forum Session closed and Council 
resumed the balance of the Agenda. 
 

 SECTION B 
ADVOCACY REPORTS 

 
 Cr Watts Domestic Violence Forum 

 
Cr Watts noted the success of the recent event and the need to keep 
this issue at the forefront on the community’s mind. 
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 Cr Girle Seniors Week 
 
Cr Girle noted the success of the recent Seniors Week events. 
 

 Cr Harmon Inverell Anzac Event 
 
Cr Harmon noted the strong community support of the Inverell Anzac 
Day event. 
 

 Cr Watts Delungra Anzac Event 
 
Cr Watts was pleased to advise that the Delungra Anzac Day event 
was well supported by the community of Delungra. 
 

 Cr Michael Bellevue Park Upgrade 
 
Cr Michael officially opened the new Bellevue Park playground on 
12 April, 2016. The community has expressed its appreciation for the 
new facility. 
 

GM-A Cr Baker Anzac Day  S26.3.3/09 
 
Cr Baker noted the Anzac Day events, having attended the Ashford 
event. Cr Baker asked that Ashford School be commended on their 
organisation of the Ashford event. 
 
25/16 RESOLVED (Baker/Michael) that a letter of appreciation be sent 
to Ashford School in this matter. 
  

 SECTION C 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
 1. AUDIT & RISK COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES – 23 MARCH 2016  

S4.11.21 
 
26/16 RESOLVED (Johnston/Watts) that: 
 
i)  the Minutes of the Audit & Risk Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, 

23 March, 2016, be received and noted; and 
 
ii) the following recommendations of the Audit & Risk Committee be adopted by 

Council: 
 
1. WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY AUDIT REPORT 2014/2015     S27.1.11 
 
That: 
 
i)  the information be received and noted including Council’s sound performance in 

this area, and 
 
ii) a further report be provided to the July 2016 Committee meeting in respect of 

the Reporting of Injuries.  
 
2. ECONOMIC FORECASTS - NSW TREASURY CORPORATION        S12.20.3 
 
That the information be received and noted. 
 
3. GOVERNANCE – QUARTERLY INVESTMENT REPORT S12.12.5/09 
 
That the information be noted. 
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 4. LIGHTING PLAN  S28.9.20 
 

27/16 RESOLVED (Baker/Castledine) that the issue of the development of a decorative 
lighting plan for the Inverell CBD be referred to the TCRP Sunset Committee for 
consideration. 
 

 2. CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES – 
13 APRIL 2016  S4.11.16/08 

 
28/16 RESOLVED (Castledine/Watts) that: 
 
i) the Minutes of the Civil & Environmental Services Committee Meeting held on 

Wednesday, 13 April, 2016, be received and noted; and 
 
ii) the following recommendation of the Civil & Environmental Services Committee 

be adopted by Council: 
 
1. REVIEW OF COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT FOR INLAND NSW        S18.3.1  
 
That Council endorse the draft submission to NSW Department of Planning and 
Environment in relation to the background paper – A Review of Complying Development 
for Inland NSW. 
 

 3. ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE MEETING 
MINUTES – 13 APRIL 2016  S4.11.17/08 

 
29/16 RESOLVED (Watts/Johnston) that: 
 
i)  the Minutes of the Economic & Community Sustainability Committee Meeting 

held on Wednesday, 13 April, 2016, be received and noted; and 
 
ii) the following recommendations of the Economic & Community Sustainability 

Committee be adopted by Council: 
 
1. AUSTRALIAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION 2016 NSW 

CONFERENCE  S4.3.1 
 
That the information be received and noted. 
 
2. EXPIRING LICENCE AGREEMENTS  S5.10.65 
 

1. Licence Agreement, Macintyre High School - Lot 1, DP 771853, Corner 
Brissett & Killean Streets, Inverell. 

 
That: 
 
i) Council renew the agreement with Macintyre High School for Lot 1, DP 

771853 Brissett Street, Inverell for a three (3) year period with a further 
three (3) year option under the same terms and conditions; 
 

ii) the licence fee be $60.00 per annum (GST inclusive); and 
 
iii) the Licence Agreement be subject to any other terms and conditions as 

negotiated by Council’s General Manager. 
 
2. Licence Agreement, Mr Mervyn Fenton - Part Road adjoining Lot 2, DP 

704034, Old Bundarra Road, Inverell.  
 
That: 
 



Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Inverell Shire Council – 27 April 2016 
 
 

Page 4 of 15 
 

i) Council renew the agreement with Mr Mervyn Fenton for Part Lane 
adjoining Lot 2, DP 704034, Old Bundarra Road, Inverell for a three (3) 
year period with a further three (3) year option under the same terms 
and conditions; 

 
ii) the licence fee be $60.00 per annum (GST inclusive); and 

 
iii) the Licence Agreement be subject to any other terms and conditions as 

negotiated by Council’s General Manager. 
 
3. Licence Agreement, Mr Peter and Mrs Jennifer Dixon - Part Public 

Reserve, Old Bundarra Road, Inverell. 
 
That: 
 
i) Council renew the agreement with Mr Peter and Mrs Jennifer Dixon for 

Part Public Reserve, Old Bundarra Road, Inverell for a three (3) year 
period with a further three (3) year option under the same terms and 
conditions; 

 
ii) the licence fee be $1250.00 per annum (GST inclusive) with a 3% 

increase per annum; and 
 
iii) the Licence Agreement be subject to any other terms and conditions as 

negotiated by Council’s General Manager. 
 
4. Licence Agreement, Kameg Pty Ltd - Part of Ring Street, Adjacent to 

Lot 3, Section 1 DP 5609, Inverell. 
 
That: 
 
i) Council renew the agreement with Kameg Pty Ltd for Part of Ring 

Street, adjacent to Lot 3, Section 1 DP 5609, Inverell, for a three (3) 
year period with a further three (3) year option under the same terms 
and conditions; 

 
ii) the licence fee to be $805.00 per annum (GST inclusive) with a 3% 

increase per annum; and 
 
iii) the Licence Agreement be subject to any other terms and conditions as 

negotiated by Council’s General Manager. 
 
5. Licence Agreement, Mr Hilton Gordon - Part Closed Lane adjoining Lot 

1, DP 567233, Wynne Street, Inverell. 
 
That: 
 
i) Council renew the agreement with Mr Hilton Gordon for Part Closed 

Lane adjoining Lot 1, DP 567233, Wynne Street, Inverell, for a three (3) 
year period with a further three (3) year option under the same terms 
and conditions; 
 

ii) the licence fee to be $95.00 per annum (GST inclusive) with a 3% 
increase per annum; and 

 
iii) the Licence Agreement be subject to any other terms and conditions as 

negotiated by Council’s General Manager. 
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6. Licence Agreement, Mr Terry and Mrs Catherine Rainger - Lot 89, DP 
754847, Little Plain Recreation Reserve. 

 
That: 
 
i) Council renew the agreement with Mr Terry and Mrs Catherine Rainger 

for Lot 89, DP 754847, Little Plain Recreation Reserve, for a three (3) 
year period with a further three (3) year option under the same terms 
and conditions; 

 
ii) the licence fee to be $380.00 per annum (GST inclusive) with a 3% 

increase per annum; and 
 
iii) the Licence Agreement be subject to any other terms and conditions as 

negotiated by Council’s General Manager. 
 
7. Licence Agreement, Mr Garry and Mrs Robyn Brown – Part Unformed 

Road, Eastern Boundary of Lot 263, DP 753287, Inverell. 
 
That: 
 
i) Council renew the agreement with Mr Garry and Mrs Robyn Brown for 

Part Unformed Road, Eastern Boundary of Lot 263, DP 753287, 
Inverell, for a three (3) year period with a further three (3) year option 
under the same terms and conditions; 

 
ii) the licence fee to be $90.00 per annum (GST inclusive) with a 3% 

increase per annum; and 
 
iii) the Licence Agreement be subject to any other terms and conditions as 

negotiated by Council’s General Manager. 
 
8. Licence Agreement, Mr Grant Hoscher - Part Unformed Road adjoining 

Lot 133, DP 753287, Dog Trap Lane, Inverell. 
 
That: 
 
i) Council renew the agreement with Mr Grant Hoscher for Part Unformed 

Road adjoining Lot 133, DP 753287, Dog Trap Lane, Inverell, for a 
three (3) year period with a further three (3) year option under the same 
terms and conditions; 
 

ii) the licence fee to be $65.00 per annum (GST inclusive) with a 3% 
increase per annum; and 

 
iii) the Licence Agreement be subject to any other terms and conditions as 

negotiated by Council’s General Manager. 
 
3. DISPLAY OF STREET BANNERS IN CBD  S2.23.1  
 
That additional street banner poles be fabricated and installed at a location in Byron 
Street that is the most appropriate site. 
 
4. INVERELL & DISTRICT LAPIDARY CLUB - REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 

S26.4.19 
 
That: 
 
i)  this project be suggested as a possible project of the NSW Community Building 

Partnership fund; 
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ii) the required 50% matching contribution be treated as a loan to the Club; and 
 
iii) the grant application be submitted on the basis that the loan is to be 

appropriately secured prior to submitting. 
 
5. YETMAN COMMUNITY BUS  S23.7.18 
 
That the Yetman Hall Committee be advised that Council is prepared to consider 
registering the bus as a Council asset, however a further report be prepared for the Audit 
& Risk Committee on the risks associated with this course of action. 
 
6. 2016/2017 DRAFT ESTIMATES AND OPERATIONAL PLAN, AND LONG 

TERM FINANCIAL PLAN   S12.5.3 
 
That: 
 
1. GENERAL ACTIVITIES 
 
The following works be funded from the Urban Works Vote and be included in the 
2016/2017 Budget: 
 
1.1 Urban Works Program 

 
A. Inverell and Villages -  Urban Renewal and Upgrade  General Fund, Water 

Fund 
 

Captain Cook Drive/Wood Street Intersection $    85K  $ 0K 
Gilchrist Street Shoulder, Kerb and Gutter $    50K $ 0K 
Town Centre Renewal Plan Works 
- Byron Street Drainage Works adjacent to KFC $    30K 
- Other Renewal Works $  270K 
Minor Urban Projects/Design $    12K 

 $  447K 
 
B. Footpaths and Cycleway Construction    

 
$ for $ Contribution to PAMP Program $  70K 
(RMS approved the 2016/2017 Program)  

 
C. Urban Drainage Construction/Reconstruction  

 
Drainage Constructions – Funded from Stormwater  
Management Service Charge – See separate section below 
 
D. Village Works – Community suggested projects 
 
Ashford $      6K 
Delungra $      6K 
Gilgai $      5K 
Yetman $      6K 
Oakwood $      1K 
Bonshaw $      1K 
Graman $      1K 
Nullamanna $      1K 
Elsmore $      1K 
Stannifer $      1K 
Gum Flat $      1K 

 
GENERAL FUND GRAND TOTAL $  547K  
WATER FUND TOTAL                                                       $ 0K 
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1.2 Finance and Assistance Grant – Local Roads Component (ACRD) 2016/2017 
Program 

 
That: 
 
i)  the budget allocations for the 2016/2017 ACRD Program be noted; and 
 
ii) a further report be presented to the Civil and Environmental Services 

Committee in respect of the funding allocations and individual works proposed 
to be undertaken under this program. 

 
1.3 RMS Supplementary Block Grant Program 
 
That the allocation of the $160K RMS Supplementary Block Grant Program be the 
subject of a further report to the Civil and Environmental Services Committee Meeting. 
 
1.4 Roads to Recovery Program 
 
That: 
 
i)  the budget allocation for the 2016/2017 Roads to Recovery Program be 

endorsed; and 
 
ii) a further report be presented to the Civil and Environment Committee in respect 

of the specific projects to be funded. 
 
1.5 Block Grant Program – Regional Roads 
 
That the 2016/2017 Block Grant Program for the Regional Road Network be endorsed. 
 
1.6 Road Construction and Asset Maintenance Program (non-recurrent) 
 
That the $1.0M revenue funded 2016/2017 Road Construction and Asset Management 
(non-recurrent) Program be endorsed. 
 
1.7 Variations to Budget 
 
That:  

 
i)  the information be noted; 

 
ii) Council provide an allocation of $150,000 for joint industry promotions and 

assistance; 
 
iii) the following 2016/2017 Strategic Capital Infrastructure/Projects Program 

projects be endorsed: 
 Community Building Partnerships Program $ for $  $    60K 
 Local Government Election Expenses  $    95K 
 John Street, Inverell – Upgrade and Seal                $    20K 
 Urban Construction – Oliver Street Extension to 
 Swanbrook Road and Intersection Works  $  340K 

 
iv) the transfers to and from Internally Restricted Assets be endorsed. 
 
1.8 Rates 
 
1.8.1 General Comments 

 
That Council utilise the maximum permissible rate increase allowed by the IPART/State 
Government of 1.8%. 
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1.8.2  Rating Structure 
 
That the General Base Amount and the General Ad Valorem Rates be determined 
utilising the maximum permissible increase allowed by the State Government and the 
categories be: 

 
Residential – Inverell 
Residential – General 
Residential – Ashford 
Residential – Delungra 
Residential – Gilgai 
Residential – Yetman 
Residential – Rural 
Business – Inverell Industrial/Commercial 
Business – Other 
Farmland 
Mining 
 
1.8.3 Effect on Rates 
 
That:  
 
i) the information be noted; and  
 
ii) the Interest Rate applicable to Outstanding Rates and Charges for 2016/2017 

be the maximum allowable as advised by the Office of Local Government. 
 
1.9 Waste Management Charges 
 
That the following Waste Management Charges be adopted: 
 
i)  Waste Management Charge – All Properties                       $ 80.00 
 
ii) Domestic Waste Management - Occupied Charge: 

 

  
 

iii) Domestic Waste Management – Unoccupied Charge         $50.00 
 
iv) Other Waste Management Charge 
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d) Weekly Commercial Recycling Charge                  $ 110.00 ex GST 
Fortnightly Commercial Recycling Charge             $   55.00 ex GST 
(These Charges are levied per Service, and GST is only charged if applicable) 

 
1.10 Fees & Charges 
 
That the Fees and Charges, as recommended, be adopted. 
 
1.11 Stormwater Management Service Charge 

 
That: 
 
i)  the Stormwater Management Service Charge be set at the maximum amount 

allowable of $25.00 per Residential Premises, $12.50 per Residential Strata lot, 
and $25.00 for Business Premises for each 350 square metres or additional 
part thereof, subject to a maximum charge on Business Premises of $150.00; 
and 
 

ii) the Stormwater Management Program as recommended being Gilgai Drainage, 
be adopted. 

 
1.12 Summary 
 
That: 
 
i)  the report on the balanced budget be noted; 
 
ii) the list of inclusions as included in the 2016/2017 draft Operational Plan/Budget 

at Section 1.6.1 be endorsed including: 
 
 Local Heritage Program    $   20,000 
 Opera in the Paddock (Program Re-instated) $     5,000 
 Grafton to Inverell     $     1,000 
 Administration Postage    $     2,700 
 Finance Postage     $     1,575 
 Library Postage     $        900 

TOTAL $   31,175 
And 
 
 Road Grading (budget to meet service levels) $   73,000 



Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Inverell Shire Council – 27 April 2016 
 
 

Page 10 of 15 
 

 Cameron Park Maintenance   $   15,000 
 May Street Park Maintenance (New Budget) $     3,000 
 Public Toilets Maintenance    $     5,000 
 Lake Inverell Maintenance    $     3,000 
 Central Business District Maintenance  $     4,000 
 Cycleway Maintenance    $     2,000 
 Ashford Oval Expenses    $     1,000 
 Victoria Park Expenses    $     1,000 
 Campbell Park Expenses    $     1,000 
 Bellevue Park Expenses    $     3,000 

TOTAL  $ 111,000 
 

iii) the draft Estimates (incorporating the Operational Plan) for the General 
Activities for 2016/2017 be adopted and placed on public exhibition for a period 
of 28 days as required by Section 405 of the Local Government Act 1993. 

 
1.13 Fit for the Future 
 
That the Fit for the Future Performance Benchmarks for the General Fund for the 
2016/2017 draft Operational Plan and Budget be noted. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
At this juncture, the time being 12.35pm, the Committee adjourned. 
 
RESUMPTION 
 
At this juncture, the time being 12.40pm, the Committee reconvened. 
 
LONG TERM FINANCIAL PLAN 
 
Note: the Long Term Financial Plan provides for a further three (3) year funding of the 
operations of the Art Gallery. 
 
That: 
 
i)  the Long Term Financial Plan be adopted on the basis of Council fully 

implementing Council’s IPART approved Fit for the Future Roadmap; 
 

ii) Council continue to pursue its ongoing Operational Efficiency and Effectiveness 
Program to achieve a continuing improvement in its efficiency as measured by 
the Real Operating Costs per Capita Benchmark; and 

 
iii) the Long Term Financial Plan be placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 

days.  
 
ASSET MANAGEMENT PLANNING 
 
That: 
 
i)  the Road Infrastructure Asset Management Plans be adopted; and  
 
ii) the Plans be placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days.  
 
2. SEWERAGE ACTIVITIES 
 
That: 
 
(i)  the Sewerage Charges as listed below be adopted for 2016/2017: 
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Sewerage Charge Occupied $  500.00 
Sewerage Charge Unoccupied $  313.00 
Sewerage Charge Flats/Units $  313.00 
Sewerage Charge Nursing Homes $2,342.00 
 
Sewerage Charge Hotel/Licenced Clubs $1,500.00 
 
Number of Services per Assessment Annual Charge Per Assessment 
 

 1 $   500.00 
 2 $   813.00 
 3 $1,126.00 
 4 $1,439.00 
 5 $1,752.00 
 6 $2,065.00 
 7 $2,378.00 
 8 $2,691.00 
 9 $3,004.00 
    10 $3,317.00 
       11 $3,630.00 
   12 $3,943.00 

13  $4,256.00 
14  $4,569.00 
15  $4,882.00 

 
Sewerage Non-Rateable Schools – WC’s          $  72.45 per receptacle 
Sewerage Non-Rateable Other – WC’s $120.75 per receptacle 
Sewerage Non-Rateable Urinals $  72.45 per receptacle 

 
Charge Structure for Motels and Caravan Parks 
 
In accordance with the new charge structure for Motels and Caravan Parks the 
following charges are proposed with 2016/2017. 

  
 

Motel Residence                                               $   500.00 
Motel   $   500.00 
Motel Ensuite                                                   $   156.60 
Caravan Park Residence                                   $   500.00 
Caravan Park Amenities Block                          $1,500.00 
Caravan Park Ensuite Cabins                            $   156.60 

 
(ii) the Draft Estimates (incorporating Operational Plan) for the Sewerage Fund for 

2016/2017 be adopted and placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days 
as required by Section 405 of the Local Government Act 1993. 

 
3. WATER ACTIVITIES 
 
That: 
 
i)  a water availability base charge of $364.00 per assessment (Includes first water 

meter) be adopted for 2016/2017; 
 
ii) a water charge of $364.00 per additional water meter, per assessment be 

adopted for 2016/2017; 
 
iii) a charge of $1.45 per kilolitre be adopted for commercial water consumption for 

2016/2017; 
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iv) a charge of $1.45 per kilolitre, 0 to 600 kilolitres and $1.70 per kilolitre over 600 
kilolitres be adopted for residential water consumption for 2016/2017; 

 
v) a charge of $0.76 per kilolitre be adopted for water consumption - Abattoirs, 

plus a 20 per cent early settlement discount for 2016/2017; 
 
vi) a charge of $1.02 per kilolitre be adopted for Sporting Association water 

consumption; 
 
vii) a charge of $1.45 per kilolitre be adopted for Guyra Shire Council water 

consumption;  
 
viii) a charge of $0.38 per kilolitre adopted for Raw Water consumption for 

2016/2017; and 
 
ix) the draft Estimates (incorporating Operational Plan) for the Water Fund for 

2016/2017 be adopted and placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days 
as required by Section 405 of the Local Government Act, 1993. 

 
7. INVERELL WOMEN’S REFUGE  S3.16.18 
 
That details of the operating procedures of the Refuge be sought from the operators of 
the Refuge. 
 
8. GOVERNANCE -  MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT  S12.12.2/09 
 
That: 
 
i)  the report indicating Council’s Fund Management position be received and 

noted; and 
 
ii) the Certification of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted. 
 

 SECTION D 
DESTINATION REPORTS 

 
 
 
DCS-A 

1. LIONS PARK PLAY EQUIPMENT  S27.8.9 & S21.8.24 
 
30/16 RESOLVED (Watts/Casteldine) that: 
 
i) the Asset and Risk Management upgrade of the Lions Park Playground be 

brought forward to the 2015/2016 financial year; and  
 
ii) the upgrade be funded from the Buildings Refurbishment Internally Restricted 

Asset. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
DCES-A 

2. PLANE TREE MANAGEMENT INVERELL TOWN CENTRE           S30.11.4 
 
A hard copy of the New Leaf Arboriculture (NLA) report was tabled, together with a six 
(6) page addendum received on 26 April, 2016. 
 
31/16 RESOLVED (Michael/Johnston) that the Concerned Inverell Ratepayers 
Association be advised that: 
 
i) Council has considered the report by NLA, including the suggested treatments 

for existing Plane trees in the Inverell CBD; 
 

ii) Council will proceed with the staged replacement of inappropriately planted 
Plane trees for the following reasons:  
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a. the NLA suggested treatment for the Plane trees will result in the loss of 50 
car parking spaces in Otho and Byron Streets, the reduction of footpath 
area, the loss of crossing points and the impractical nature of retrofitting the 
suggested treatments, 

b. the costs that would be incurred in managing the interaction of trees and 
CBD infrastructure, 

c. the significant future impacts on the community that would occur if the 
issues caused by the inappropriately planted Plane trees were not 
addressed now. 
 

iii) the possible use of Red Maples as edge planting to create the required urban 
canopy be referred to the TCRP Sunset Committee for consideration and report 
back to Council. 

 
 SECTION E 

INFORMATION REPORTS 
 

 1. LETTERS OF THANKS  S6.8.9 
 

 2. CONSTRUCTION CERTIFICATES APPROVED FOR 
MARCH 2016  S7.2.4/09 

 
 3. COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATES APPROVED DURING MARCH 

2016  S7.2.4/09 
 

 4. SUMMARY OF BUILDING CONSTRUCTION FOR MARCH 2016  
S7.2.4/09 

 
 5. DEVELOPMENT CONSENTS AND REFUSALS DURING MARCH 2016 

S18.10.2/09 
 

 6. SEPTIC TANK APPROVALS FOR MARCH 2016  S29.19.1 
 

 7. ORDINANCE ACTIVITIES REPORT FOR MARCH 2016  S18.10.1 
 

 8. WASTE FACILITIES LOAN FUNDING  S12.14.11 
 

 9. MANAGEMENT TEAM MEETING MINUTES  S4.11.5/09 
 

 32/16 RESOLVED (Johnston/Castledine) that the items contained in the Information 
Reports to the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Wednesday, 27 April, 2016, be 
received and noted. 
 

 SECTION F 
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 
MCE-A QWN/ORD  10/16 

Cr Watts 
Mt Russell Road  S28.10.SR123 
 
Cr Watts noted a Delungra resident has raised the issue of 
overhanging branches on the Delungra/Mt Russell Road. Can 
staff investigate this matter? 
 

 QWN/ORD  11/16 
Cr Watts 

Plane Tree – Varley Oval 
 
Cr Watts enquired into the actions being taken with respect to the 
mature Plane Tree at Varley Oval. 
 
Director Civil & Environmental Services, Mr Brett McInnes advised 
that the tree is not being removed. This tree, like a number of 
mature trees around the town had suffered due to the prolonged 
hot weather. It is being treated to deal with the impact of the 
weather. 
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 QWN/ORD  12/16 
Cr Girle 

Phone Services - Installation of Mobile Phone Tower  
S10.12.2/09 
 
Cr Girle asked that he be permitted to refer a matter to Closed 
Council.  
 
33/16 RESOLVED (Girle/Castledine) that the matter be referred 
to Closed Council for consideration as: 
 
i) the matters and information are ‘commercial information of a 

confidential nature that  would, if disclosed, prejudice the 
commercial position of the person who supplied it.’ (Section 
10A(2)(d)(i) of the Local Government Act, 1993); 

 
ii) on balance the public interest in preserving the 

confidentiality of the information outweighs the public 
interest in openness and transparency in Council decision-
making by discussing the matter in open meeting; and 

 
iii) all reports and correspondence relevant to the subject 

business be withheld from access to the media and public as 
required by section 11(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993. 

 
GM-A QWN/ORD  13/16 

Cr Johnston 
South Inverell Footbridge  S28.9.14 
 
Cr Johnston noted the bridge and asked if the current flood 
warning system was sufficient. Can a report be provided to the 
Committee in this matter? 
 

MCE-A QWN/ORD  14/16 
Cr Baker 

Ashford Road Signage   S28.9.18 
 
The current sign replacement program was noted. Can staff 
review the distance indicator sign on the Ashford Road as you 
leave Inverell. 
 

DCES-A QWN/ORD  15/16 
Cr Baker 

Safety Mirror   S30.9.6 
 
Cr Baker asked can a safety mirror be considered behind Best & 
Less? 
 

 SECTION G 
CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS IN CLOSED COUNCIL 

(SECTION 10A(2) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993) 
 

 At 5.08pm, the Chairperson offered the opportunity to members of the public to make 
representations as to whether any part of the Council Meeting should not be considered 
in Closed Council.  There was no response. 
 

 CLOSED COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

 34/16 RESOLVED (Girle/Castledine) that Council proceed into Closed Council to 
discuss the matters referred to it, for the reasons stated in the motions of referral. 
 

 Upon resuming Open Council at 5.25pm, the Chair verbally reported that the Council 
had met in Closed Council, with the Press and Public excluded, and had resolved to 
recommend to Council the following: 
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 1. PHONE SERVICES - INSTALLATION OF MOBILE PHONE TOWER  
S10.12.2/09 

 
That the information be received and noted. 
 

 ADOPTION OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 35/16 RESOLVED (Watts/Baker) that the recommendations of Closed Council be 
adopted. 
 

 There being no further business, the meeting closed at 5.27pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
CR P J HARMON 
 
CHAIRPERSON 
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TO ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 25/05/2016 
 
 

ITEM NO: 1. FILE NO: S3.15.18  

DESTINATION  1: A recognised leader in a broader context R 
SUBJECT: MAYORAL MINUTE: PUBLIC FORUM - MAY COUNCIL MEETING 

PREPARED BY: Cr Paul Harmon, Mayor 

 
MAYORAL MINUTE 

 
‘Councillors, 
 
Today, during the Public Forum session of the Council Meeting, you will be addressed by Mrs Sue 
Moran, Mr Greg Moran and Ms Caroline Wilson. Based on their correspondence and public 
commentary prior to this meeting, I anticipate that some of the subjects covered will be: 
 

 The veracity of Council’s Infrastructure Backlog, and 
 A misreading of the Report prepared by the Arborist engaged by the Concerned Inverell 

Ratepayers’ Association (CIRA), 
 Any future rate increases will be used to fund implementation of the Town Centre 

Renewal Plan.  
 
When you consider the comments made in Public Forum today, I invite you to also consider 
information that has been provided to you on previous occasions, but in particular the following: 
 
1.  Infrastructure Backlog 
 
The Budget papers highlight the history of this issue.  When calculating the ‘Backlog’, Council was 
required to follow the process and apply the standards set out in the Office of Local Government 
(OLG) Guidelines, issued in 2013. 
 
When carrying out this task, Council utilised the services of a number of independent assessors to 
determine asset condition.  Council staff then applied that data to the standards set out in the OLG 
guidelines.  That work was then assessed by another independent party – Council’s Auditor.  
During this verification process the Auditor checked the methodology used, the application of the 
assessment data, and ‘ground proofing’ a very large sample of the data.  
 
If anyone believes that the backlog is larger than $5.1M, then a strategy is required by the State 
Government for that backlog to meet benchmark by 30 June, 2020.  As rate revenue is the only 
source of revenue controlled by Council, rate increases will be required to produce revenue to fund 
the required increased level of expenditure on roads.  For example, if you believe that an 
infrastructure backlog of $85M exists, then a rate increase of 279.25% will be required to ensure 
Council meets its infrastructure benchmark by 30 June, 2020.  
 
2. CIRA’s Arborist Report 
 
Councillors were provided with a complete copy of Jacki Brown’s (New Leaf Arboriculture) Report 
to CIRA and an email from her pointing out, that in her view, her report has been misinterpreted. 
Council’s Director Civil & Environmental Services, Manager Development Services, Manager Civil 
Engineering and Consultant Arborist all independently reviewed the report and all apparently 
misinterpreted the contents. 
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After reading the report, I was left in no doubt as to what was being put forward by Ms Brown, and 
from the comments of the Councillors at the April Meeting, I believe that was a unanimous view of 
Council.  
 
The Arborist’s Report was very clear and unambiguous: 
 
Page 4:  Purpose – to provide recommendations for the sustainable management and 

maintenance of trees.  
 
Page 10:      Findings – Trees are currently in inadequate space with superfluous bitumen and 

pavers around them.  
 
Page 11: Section 4.4 – Talks about inadequate area provided for trees and makes comment 

that existing planter beds are of insufficient size.  
 
Page 14: Section 5 - Best Practice Management of Existing Trees  

- Should be designing future works to provide large openings, minimum 4m x 4m 
and infill with permeable surfaces or garden beds. 

- Talks about garden beds being most appropriate in parking lanes to avoid future 
tree damage.  

 
Page 21: Conclusion – States trees can be retained by providing sufficient space in carparking 

areas.  
 
Page 22: Recommendations – Tree Management should be in accordance with best practice 

standards set out in the report ie Section 5 discussed above. 
 
3.  Special Rate Variations 
 
It has been claimed by CIRA that the proposed 14.25% rate increase over 3 years will be used to 
fund the Town Centre Renewal Plan works. This is false. 
 
Council’s Fit for the Future Roadmap, Asset Management Plans, and forward Financial Plans show 
that the proposed rate increases will be used for Road Asset Renewals. Details are contained in 
these documents.  
 
Council has been informed on a number of occasions that any special rate variation must clearly 
state the purpose of the proposed rate increase and if the application is approved by IPART, the 
additional income can only be used for that purpose’.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That the information be received and noted.  
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ITEM NO: 1. FILE NO: S31.9.3 

DESTINATION 5: The Communities are served by sustainable services and 
infrastructure. S 

SUBJECT: WASTE MANAGEMENT SUNSET COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES – 
27 APRIL 2016 

PREPARED BY: Hayley Nichols, Corporate Support Officer – Publishing 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
Meeting held on Wednesday, 27 April, 2016. 
 
For the consideration of Council. 
 
COMMENTARY: 
 
MINUTES OF THE WASTE MANAGEMENT SUNSET COMMITTEE MEETING HELD IN THE 
COMMITTEE ROOM, ADMINISTRATION CENTRE, 144 OTHO STREET, INVERELL ON 
WEDNESDAY, 27 APRIL, 2016 COMMENCING AT 11.00AM 

 
PRESENT: Cr P J Girle (Chairperson), Crs P J Harmon, H N Castledine, B C Johnston and 

D C Jones. 
 

Also in attendance: Crs D F Baker, A A Michael. 
 
Paul Henry (General Manager), Graham Bendeich (Manager Environmental 
Engineering) and Phil Sutton (Environmental Compliance Coordinator). 

 
SECTION A 

 
APOLOGIES: 

 
There were no apologies received. 

 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

RESOLVED (Castledine/Jones) that the minutes of the Waste Management Sunset Committee 
meeting held on Wednesday, 16 December, 2015, as circulated to members be confirmed as a 
true and correct record of that meeting. 

 
DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS/PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY 
INTERESTS 
 
There were no interests declared. 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
Nil. 
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SECTION D 
DESTINATION REPORTS 

 
1. INSPECTION OF INVERELL LANDFILL  S31.8.1 
 
RESOLVED (Johnston/Jones) that the Committee undertake an inspection of the Inverell Landfill 
following the conclusion of the meeting. 
 

SECTION E 
INFORMATION REPORTS 

 
1. WASTE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY UPDATE  S31.11.1 
 
Manager Environmental Engineering, Mr Graham Bendeich provided the following additional 
information: 
 
• The rehabilitation of the Elsmore Waste Depot was finalised on 26 April, 2016, 
• Plans were tabled for the construction of the Ashford Transfer Station, 
• The rehabilitation of the Ashford facility cannot commence until the transfer station is 

complete, 
• The Drum Muster service will continue however, the processing arrangements will need to be 

discussed with Northaven, 
• The consultants engaged to prepare our landfill management report are proceeding with the 

task. Aerial surveying has been completed. 
 
RESOLVED (Jones/Johnston) that the items contained in the information report to the Waste 
Management Sunset Committee held on 27 April, 2016 be received and noted. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be held on a date to be determined.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 11.35am. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That the Minutes of the Waste Management Sunset Committee Meeting held on 
Wednesday, 27 April, 2016, be received and noted. 

 
 
 

ITEM NO: 2.  FILE NO: S19.9.1 

DESTINATION 2: A community that is healthy, educated and sustained. C 
SUBJECT: INVERELL LIQUOR CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

– 9 FEBRUARY 2016 

PREPARED BY: Hayley Nichols, Corporate Support Officer - Publishing 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
Meeting held on 9 February, 2016. 
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For the consideration of Council. 
 
COMMENTARY: 
 
MINUTES OF THE INVERELL LIQUOR CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT 
THE INVERELL RSM CLUB, EVANS STREET, INVERELL ON TUESDAY, 9 FEBRUARY, 2016, 
COMMENCING AT 10.00AM. 
 
PRESENT: Tim Palmer (Inverell RSM) [Chair], Rowan O’Brien (NSW Police Force),  

Damien Smith (Australian Hotel/Inverell Rugby Club), Noel Lehane (Empire 
Hotel), Ewan Wilkinson (Liquorland), Kevin Stoessel (Ashford Bowling Club), 
Scott Williams (Tatts Hotel) and Don Carruthers (Oxford Hotel).   

 
 Also in attendance were Sharon Stafford (Inverell Shire Council) [Secretary] and 

Anthony Alliston (Manager Development Services, Inverell Shire Council). 
 

SECTION A 
 
APOLOGIES:  
 
Apologies were received from Cr J Watts, Ross Chilcott, Dr Susan Allan (RMS), Peter 
Coronakes (Royal Hotel).   
     
RESOLVED (Stoessel/Smith) that the apologies be received and noted.                    
    
1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED (Smith/Williams) that the Minutes of the Inverell Liquor Consultative Committee held 
on 10 November, 2015, as circulated to members, be confirmed as a true and correct record of 
that meeting. 
 
2. DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS/PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY 

INTERESTS 
 
There were no interests declared. 
 
3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
Jockey Club – no problems to report from Boxing Day/New Years Race Days. Numbers were 
down slightly due to impending bad weather. The Inverell RSM Club recorded a steady trade 
following the conclusion of the races.  
 
Graham Watson, Private Compliance/Auditing Consultant confirmed that many licensees took up 
the offer of having their establishment audited for compliance with licencing regulations following 
the last meeting. No major problems were identified.  
 
The Police are continuing to target those that need to be targeted in respect of Ice.  Police hope 
that their efforts will continue to be supported in the courts.     
 

SECTION F 
GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
Police 
 
Licensees are being asked to assist Police by encouraging patrons to move on following closing.    
 
Police continue to monitor and discourage large groups of people from gathering in the streets 
after closing time, particularly out the front of the Otho Street pie shop. Issues include noise, 
rubbish and anti-social behaviour.  
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The Police are now able to submit a request to have a General Purpose Dog available at any 
time. 
 
The Police have recorded a notable increase in the incidence of Drug Driving ie positive results 
from roadside Random Drug Testing (RDT).  
 
Recently a number of new staff have taken up positions in Inverell. Policing numbers are now at 
full complement.  
 
Grafton to Inverell 
 
The date for the Grafton to Inverell Cycle Classic has been brought forward to Saturday, 7 May, 
2016. It is expected that the change in date will bring increased nominations for the event.   
 
Inverell Show 
 
3 – 5 March, 2016. Licensees to be vigilant for underage drinking and zero tolerance for anti-
social behavior.  
 
Lock Out  
 
Licensees were reminded that the Inverell & District Liquor Accord terms were voted upon and 
adopted by the Inverell & District Liquor Accord for the purpose of eliminating or reducing alcohol 
related violence or anti-social behavior or other alcohol–related harm in the area. For the Accord 
Terms to be effective, cooperation and adherence by all members is required. 
 
Drink Spiking 
 
Following a reported incident of drink spiking, the following information is provided from Liquor & 
Gaming NSW for the information of duty managers and licensees:    
 
Preventing drink spiking in licensed premises  
• Always remove unattended glasses.  
• Watch out for suspicious patron behaviour and any instances of sudden intoxication.  
• Report suspicious patron behaviour to a supervisor.  
• Decline and report any patron requests to add alcohol to another person’s drink.  
 
Response  
Duty managers and licensees should follow the response steps below:  
 
• Treat drink spiking incidents seriously and take action;  
• Call an ambulance if the victim is unconscious or ill;  
• Advise the victim to seek medical attention if an ambulance is not called;  
• Do not leave the person alone;  
• Make sure the victim is in a safe place, such as a staff area or a quiet place in the licensed 

premises;  
• Preserve the table with glass/es and drink/s as if it was a crime scene. If possible, appoint a 

senior staff member to stay next to the table and make sure nothing is touched;  
• Contact the police on 000 or 112 on mobiles;  
• Immediately record the details in your incident register; and  
• Preserve CCTV footage.  
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Inverell Liquor Consultative Committee will be held at the Empire Hotel 
on Tuesday, 10 May, 2016 commencing at 10am.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.40am. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That the Minutes of the Inverell Liquor Consultative Committee Meeting held on Tuesday, 
9 February, 2016, be received and noted. 

 
 
 

ITEM NO: 3.  FILE NO: S4.11.16/08 

DESTINATION 2 
DESTINATION 3 
DESTINATION 5: 

A Community that is healthy, educated and sustained. 
An environment that is protected and sustained. 
The Communities are served by sustainable services and 
infrastructure. 

CES 
SUBJECT: CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES – 11 MAY 2016 

PREPARED BY: Hayley Nichols, Corporate Support Officer - Publishing 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
Meeting held on Wednesday, 11 May, 2016. 
 
For the consideration of Council. 
 
COMMENTARY: 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD IN 
THE COMMITTEE ROOM, 144 OTHO STREET, INVERELL ON WEDNESDAY, 11 MAY, 2016, 
COMMENCING AT 8.34 AM. 
 
PRESENT: Cr H N Castledine (Chairperson), Crs A A Michael, B C Johnston, P J Harmon 

and D C Jones. 
 

Also in attendance: Crs J A Watts, D F Baker and P J Girle. 
 
Ken Beddie (Acting General Manager), Brett McInnes (Director Civil and 
Environmental Services) and Stephen Golding (Executive Manager Corporate 
and Community Services). 

 
SECTION A 

 
APOLOGIES: 
 
There were no apologies received. 
 
1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED (Jones/Michael) that the Minutes of the Civil and Environmental Services 
Committee Meeting held on 13 April, 2016, as circulated to members, be confirmed as a true and 
correct record of that meeting. 
 
2. DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS/PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY 

INTERESTS 
 
There were no interests declared. 
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3. PUBLIC FORUM  S13.5.6/09 
 
There were no members of the public present to speak. 
 
4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
Nil. 
 

SECTION B 
ADVOCACY REPORTS 

 
Cr Harmon Grafton to Inverell  S26.3.7/08 

 
Cr Harmon attended the finish proceedings of the 56th Grafton to 
Inverell. Cr Harmon noted that numbers were down on previous years. 
 
Cr Harmon advised that the future of the event is uncertain. This year, 
the race ran at a $20K loss. The loss of a major sponsor impacted the 
event. The cost of the event needs to be addressed and other funding 
sources identified. There appears to be a lack of support and 
information being dispersed from Cycle Australia and Cycle NSW.  
 
RESOLVED (Johnston/Michael) that the Committee recommend to 
Council that a letter be sent to Cycling Australia and Cycling NSW 
seeking support of the event. 
 

Cr Harmon Opening of the Refurbished Argyll Centre 
 
Cr Harmon attended the opening of the $1.2M Hector Wing (State-of-
the-Art Dementia) Argyll Centre Refurbishment at McLean Care. The 
refurbishment displays McLean Care’s investment in Inverell and the 
community. 
 
Council extends their congratulations to McLean Care and the Board in 
this matter. 
 

SECTION D 
DESTINATION REPORTS 

 
1. SWIMMING POOL INSPECTION PROGRAM  S7.9.2/09  
 
RESOLVED (Jones/Michael) that the Committee recommend to Council that Council endorse 
the amended Swimming Pool Inspection Program to reflect current legislative requirements. 
 
2. ILLEGAL BUILDING WORKS - CORRESPONDENCE FROM WARRINGAH COUNCIL  

S19.10.3  
 
RESOLVED (Harmon/Michael) that the Committee recommend to Council that Council write to 
the Minister for Planning, Hon. Rob Stokes, and cc the Minister for Local Government, Hon. Paul 
Toole, in support of Warringah Council’s resolution. 
 

SECTION E 
INFORMATION REPORTS 

 
1. ROTARY PARK  S6.8.9 

 
2. WORKS UPDATE  S28.21.1/09 

 
3. COMMENCEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION OF WHITE ROCK WIND FARM

 S18.6.52/02 
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4. 2015/2016 GRAVEL RESHEETING PROGRAM  S28.21.1/09 
 

5. 2015/2016 BITUMEN RESURFACING PROGRAM  S28.21.1/09 
 

RESOLVED (Harmon/Jones) that the items contained in the Information Reports to the Civil & 
Environmental Services Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, 11 May, 2016, be received 
and noted.   
 

SECTION F 
GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
Acting General 
Manager 

Delungra Meeting 
 
Acting General Manager, Mr Ken Beddie informed the Committee of the topics 
discussed at the meeting. Cr Johnston and five (5) community members also 
attended the meeting. 
 

Cr Watts Victoria Park – Pavers   S21.8.31 
 
Cr Watts asked if staff could investigate the pavers in Victoria Park adjacent to 
Harvey Norman’s. 
 

Cr Johnston & 
Cr Girle 

Visitors to Inverell 
 
Cr Johnston and Cr Girle provided feedback from recent visitors to Inverell. 
The feedback noted the prosperous nature of the town. 
 

Cr Baker CBD Lighting 
 
Cr Baker noted a complaint from a citizen regarding a perceived inadequacy of 
lighting from the Empire Hotel to St George Bank. 
 

Director Civil & 
Environmental 
Services 

Rehabilitation of Bundarra Road   S28.10.IN44 
 
Director Civil & Environmental Services, Mr Brett McInnes sought approval to 
carry out rehabilitation work on a section of Bundarra Road between Macintyre 
Street and Lions Park under ‘closed road’ conditions. This will substantially 
improve worksite safety and ensure the project is delivered at the lowest 
possible cost. 
 
RESOLVED (Jones/Michael) that the Committee recommend to Council that 
the rehabilitation of Bundarra Road, between Macintyre Street and Lions Park 
be performed under closed road conditions. 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.07am. 
 
 
S4.11.16/06S4.11.16/0 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That: 
 
i)  the Minutes of the Civil & Environmental Services Committee Meeting held on 

Wednesday, 11 May, 2016, be received and noted; and 
 

ii) the following recommendation of the Civil & Environmental Services Committee 
be considered by Council: 

 
1. GRAFTON TO INVERELL  S26.3.7/08 
 
That a letter be sent to Cycling Australia and Cycling NSW seeking support of the event. 
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2. SWIMMING POOL INSPECTION PROGRAM  S7.9.2/09  
 
That Council endorse the amended Swimming Pool Inspection Program to reflect current 
legislative requirements. 
 
3. ILLEGAL BUILDING WORKS - CORRESPONDENCE FROM WARRINGAH 

COUNCIL  S19.10.3  
 
That Council write to the Minister for Planning, Hon. Rob Stokes, and cc the Minister for 
Local Government, Hon. Paul Toole, in support of Warringah Council’s resolution. 
 
4. REHABILITATION OF BUNDARRA ROAD   S28.10.IN44 
 
That the rehabilitation of Bundarra Road, between Macintyre Street and Lions Park be 
performed under closed road conditions. 

 
 
 

ITEM NO: 4.  FILE NO: S4.11.17/08 

DESTINATION 1 
DESTINATION 4: 

A recognised leader in a broader context. 
A strong economy. RB 

SUBJECT: ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES – 11 MAY 2016 

PREPARED BY: Hayley Nichols, Corporate Support Officer - Publishing 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
Meeting held on Wednesday, 11 May, 2016. 
 
For the consideration of Council. 
 
COMMENTARY: 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM, INVERELL SHIRE COUNCIL, 144 OTHO STREET, 
INVERELL ON WEDNESDAY, 11 MAY, 2016, COMMENCING AT 9.11AM. 
 
PRESENT: Cr J A Watts (Chairperson), Crs D F Baker, P J Girle, P J Harmon and A A 

Michael. 
 
Also in attendance: Crs H N Castledine, B C Johnston and D C Jones. 
 
Ken Beddie (Acting General Manager), Brett McInnes (Director Civil and 
Environmental Services) and Stephen Golding (Executive Manager Corporate 
and Community Services). 

 
SECTION A 

 
APOLOGIES: 
 
There were no apologies received. 
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1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED (Michael/Harmon) that the Minutes of the Economic and Community Sustainability 
Committee Meeting held on 13 April, 2016 as circulated to members, be confirmed as a true and 
correct record of that meeting. 
 
2. DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICT OF INTERESTS/PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY 

INTERESTS 
 
The following interests were declared: 
 
 Cr Michael declared a pecuniary interest in Section G, Confidential Reports, Item 2, “104 

Otho Street, Inverell – Additional Detail“. The nature of the interest relates to Cr Michael’s 
association with a developer with a possible interest in the property. 

 
3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
Cr Watts clarified that, in reference to Section B, Advocacy Reports, “Domestic Violence 
Awareness Evening”, 163 people were in attendance at the training and 275 people present at 
the dinner. 
 

SECTION B 
ADVOCACY REPORTS 

 
Cr Baker North East Library Zone Meeting 

 
Cr Baker noted her attendance at the North East Library Zone meeting with 
Council’s Manager Library Services, Mrs Sonya Lange.  
 
The major issue was the proposed merger of Councils in the zone. The concern 
was the potential loss of librarian staff and members of the North East Library 
Zone. 
 

SECTION F 
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 
Cr Harmon Air Services 

 
Cr Harmon informed the Committee that the Regional Airline, Fly Corporate has 
announced the introduction of a direct air service between Armidale and 
Brisbane, commencing 1 August, 2016. 
 

Acting 
General 
Manager 

Air Flights to Sydney – Charter Costs 
 
At the previous Committee Meeting, Cr Baker requested the cost of chartering 
Sydney return flights that could provide an alternate travel for Sydney residents 
attending Opera in the Paddock. Mr Ken Beddie advised that Inverell Aviation’s 
indicative price for a five (5) seat aircraft is $8000 and Corporate Air, from 
Mascot to Inverell return is; 
 
19 seat aircraft - $11,000 (crew of 2 pilots) 
30 seat aircraft - $22,900 (crew of 2 pilots and 1 flight attendant) 
 
It is noted that these prices do not include GST and additional costs of keeping 
the aircraft and crews in Inverell, as this price is a straight pickup/drop off 
scenario. 
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SECTION D 
DESTINATION REPORTS 

 
1. EXPIRING LICENCE AGREEMENTS  S5.10.65 
 

1. Licence Agreement, Mr George Sherry – Part Lot 1, DP 1140913, Cameron 
Park and Part Closed Road, Inverell. 

 
RESOLVED (Harmon/Girle) that the Committee recommend to Council that: 
 
i) Council renew the agreement with Mr George Sherry for Part Lot 1, DP 

1140913, Cameron Park and Part Closed Road, Inverell for a three (3) year 
period with a further three (3) year option under the same terms and conditions; 

 
ii) the licence fee be $390.00 per annum (GST Inclusive) with a 3% increase per 

annum; and 
 
iii) the Licence Agreement be subject to any other terms and conditions as 

negotiated by Council’s General Manager. 
 

2. Licence Agreement, Mr Colin Laidlaw – Part Lot 1, DP 1140913, Cameron Park 
and Part Closed Road, Inverell. 

 
RESOLVED (Harmon/Girle) that the Committee recommend to Council that: 
 
i) Council renew the agreement with Mr Colin Laidlaw for Part Lot 1, DP 1140913 

Cameron Park and Part Closed Road, Inverell for a three (3) year period with a 
further three (3) year option under the same terms and conditions; 

 
ii) the licence fee be $420.00 per annum (GST inclusive) with a 3% increase per 

annum; and 
 
iii) the Licence Agreement be subject to any other terms and conditions as 

negotiated by Council’s General Manager. 
 
2. REQUEST FOR REDUCTION ON WATER ACCOUNT (LISTING) S32.10.1/09 
 
RESOLVED (Harmon/Michael) that the matter be referred to Closed Committee for consideration 
as: 

 
i) the matters and information involve ‘the personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer.’  

(Section 10A(2)(b) of the Local Government Act, 1993); 
 

ii) on balance the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of the information 
outweighs the public interest in openness and transparency in Council decision-making 
by discussing the matter in open meeting; and 

 
iii) all reports and correspondence relevant to the subject business be withheld from access 

to the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993. 

 
3. INVERELL MEN'S HEALTH NIGHT - REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

 S12.22.1/09  
 
MOTION (Baker/Harmon) that the Committee recommend to Council that a donation of $1000 be 
provided in support of the event, subject to further information being provided regarding the 
event including Hunter New England’s involvement and support. 
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AMENDMENT (Michael/Girle) that the Committee recommend to Council that a donation of $500 
be provided in support of the event, subject to further information being provided regarding the 
event including Hunter New England’s involvement and support. 
 
The amendment on being put to the meeting was lost. The motion on being put to the meeting 
was carried.   
 
4. 104 OTHO STREET, INVERELL – ADDITIONAL DETAIL (LISTING) S5.2.1/18  
 
RESOLVED (Harmon/Baker) that the matter be referred to Closed Committee for consideration 
as: 
 
i) the matters and information involve ‘commercial information of a confidential nature that  

would, if disclosed, prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.’ 
(Section 10A(2)(d)(i) of the Local Government Act, 1993); 

 
ii) on balance the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of the information 

outweighs the public interest in openness and transparency in Council decision-making 
by discussing the matter in open meeting; and 

 
iii) all reports and correspondence relevant to the subject business be withheld from access 

to the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993. 

 
SECTION E 

INFORMATION REPORTS 
 

1. ARTS NORTH WEST  S26.5.4  
 
RESOLVED (Harmon/Michael) that: 
 
i) the report be received and noted; and 

 
ii) a representative from Arts North West be invited to attend a Council Meeting to present 

the benefits and opportunities of being a member of Arts North West. 
 
2. ELECTRO MAGNETIC FREQUENCIES (EMF) EMISSIONS    S24.5.3  
 
RESOLVED (Harmon/Michael) that the items contained in the Information Reports to the 
Economic & Community Sustainability Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, 11 May, 2016, 
be received and noted. 
 

SECTION H 
GOVERNANCE REPORTS 

 
1. GOVERNANCE -  MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT  S12.12.2/09 
 
RESOLVED (Michael/Harmon) that the Committee recommend to Council that: 
 
i) the report indicating Council’s Fund Management position be received and noted; and 
 
ii) the Certification of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted. 
 
2. QUARTERLY BUDGET AND OPERATIONAL PLAN REVIEW 2015/2016 S12.5.1/09 
 
RESOLVED (Harmon/Michael) that the Committee recommend to Council that: 
 
i) Council’s Quarterly Operational Plan and Budget Review for 31 March, 2016 be 

adopted; and 
 



C 12 COMMITTEES REPORTS C 12 
TO ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 25/05/2016 

 

ii) the proposed variations to budget votes for the 2015/2016 Financial Year be adopted 
providing an estimated Cash Surplus at 30 June, 2016 from operations of $6,952. 

 
SECTION G 

CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS IN CLOSED COMMITTEE 
(SECTION 10A(2) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993) 

 
At 9.43am, the Chairperson offered the opportunity to members of the public to make 
representations as to whether any part of the Committee Meeting should not be considered in 
Closed Committee. There was no response from the public. 
 

CLOSED COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

RESOLVED (Harmon/Girle) that the Committee proceed into Closed Committee to discuss the 
matters referred to it, for the reasons stated in the motions of referral. 
 
Upon resuming Open Committee, at 9.59am, the Chair verbally reported that the Committee, 
with the Press and Public excluded, having considered the matters referred to it, recommends as 
follows: 
 
1. REQUEST FOR REDUCTION ON WATER ACCOUNT  S32.10.1/09 
 
That the Committee recommend to Council that Council issue an amended account of $254.82 
for the quarter in question, based on the average consumption for the last two (2) accounts and 
write off $401.41. 
 
At this juncture, the time being 9.44am, having previously declared a pecuniary interest in 
Section G, Confidential Reports, Item 2, “104 Otho Street, Inverell – Additional Detail“, Cr 
Michael left the meeting and did not participate in the vote in this matter. 
 
2. 104 OTHO STREET, INVERELL – ADDITIONAL DETAIL S5.2.1/18  
 
That the Committee recommend to Council that the offer from BEST Employment for the 
purchase of 104 Otho Street, Inverell be declined. 
 

ADOPTION OF RECOMMENDATION 
 
RESOLVED (Harmon/Girle) that the recommendation from Closed Committee be adopted. 
 
At this juncture, the time being 9.59am, Cr Michael returned to the meeting. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.04am. 

 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That: 
 
i)  the Minutes of the Economic & Community Sustainability Committee Meeting 

held on Wednesday, 11 May, 2016, be received and noted; and 
 

ii) the following recommendations of the Economic & Community Sustainability 
Committee be considered by Council: 

 
1. EXPIRING LICENCE AGREEMENTS  S5.10.65 
 

1. Licence Agreement, Mr George Sherry – Part Lot 1, DP 1140913, 
Cameron Park and Part Closed Road, Inverell. 

 
That: 
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i) Council renew the agreement with Mr George Sherry for Part Lot 1, DP 
1140913, Cameron Park and Part Closed Road, Inverell for a three (3) 
year period with a further three (3) year option under the same terms 
and conditions; 

 
ii) the licence fee be $390.00 per annum (GST Inclusive) with a 3% 

increase per annum; and 
 
iii) the Licence Agreement be subject to any other terms and conditions as 

negotiated by Council’s General Manager. 
 
2. Licence Agreement, Mr Colin Laidlaw – Part Lot 1, DP 1140913, 

Cameron Park and Part Closed Road, Inverell. 
 
That: 
 
i) Council renew the agreement with Mr Colin Laidlaw for Part Lot 1, DP 

1140913 Cameron Park and Part Closed Road, Inverell for a three (3) 
year period with a further three (3) year option under the same terms 
and conditions; 

 
ii) the licence fee be $420.00 per annum (GST inclusive) with a 3% 

increase per annum; and 
 
iii) the Licence Agreement be subject to any other terms and conditions as 

negotiated by Council’s General Manager. 
 

3. INVERELL MEN'S HEALTH NIGHT - REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE  S12.22.1/09  

 
That a donation of $1000 be provided in support of the event, subject to further 
information being provided regarding the event including Hunter New England’s 
involvement and support. 

 
4. ARTS NORTH WEST  S26.5.4  
 
That: 
 
i)  the report be received and noted; and 
 
ii) a representative from Arts North West be invited to attend a Council Meeting to 

present the benefits and opportunities of being a member of Arts North West. 
 

5. GOVERNANCE -  MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT  S12.12.2/09 
 
That: 
 
i)  the report indicating Council’s Fund Management position be received and 

noted; and 
 
ii) the Certification of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted. 

 
6. QUARTERLY BUDGET AND OPERATIONAL PLAN REVIEW 2015/2016 

S12.5.1/09 
 
That: 
 
i)  Council’s Quarterly Operational Plan and Budget Review for 31 March, 2016 be 

adopted; and 
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ii) the proposed variations to budget votes for the 2015/2016 Financial Year be 
adopted providing an estimated Cash Surplus at 30 June, 2016 from operations 
of $6,952. 

 
7. REQUEST FOR REDUCTION ON WATER ACCOUNT  S32.10.1/09 
 
That Council issue an amended account of $254.82 for the quarter in question, based on 
the average consumption for the last two (2) accounts and write off $401.41. 
 
8. 104 OTHO STREET, INVERELL – ADDITIONAL DETAIL S5.2.1/18  
 
That the offer from BEST Employment for the purchase of 104 Otho Street, Inverell be 
declined. 
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ITEM NO: 1.  FILE NO: S30.9.11  

DESTINATION  5: The communities are served by sustainable services 
and infrastructure S 

SUBJECT: GRAIN HARVEST MANAGEMENT SCHEME 

PREPARED BY: Paul Henry, General Manager 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The NSW Grain Harvest Management Scheme Exemption Notice 2014 expires on 30 June, 2016. 
Council is being asked to consent to continue to participate in this scheme. 
 
COMMENTARY: 
 
As Councillors would be aware, the Grain Harvest Management Scheme involves an industry 
concession for transport of grain which allows an additional 5% loading above General Mass Limits 
(GML) on gross vehicle mass and axle group mass limits. 
 
The scheme allows “3 strikes” before an operators truck is barred from the scheme for exceeding 
the 5% tolerance. If a truck registered in the scheme is more than 10% over GML they are 
immediately removed from the scheme for the remainder of the season.  
 
The Scheme promotes the safe and productive movement of grain. It is designed to decrease this 
risk, protect roads and to increase productivity and efficiency. The Scheme also seeks to provide a 
productivity benefit for growers and a higher degree of visibility to road managers of the use of their 
road assets. 
 
Since the inception of the Scheme in 2013, Inverell Shire Council has been a participant.  
 
The NSW Class 3 Grain Harvest Management Scheme Exemption Notice 2014 expires on 
30 June, 2016. Roads and Maritime has worked with Transport for NSW, the Grain Harvest 
Management Scheme Consultative Committee and the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator to 
amend and extend this Notice. The New South Wales Class 3 Grain Harvest Management Scheme 
Exemption Notice 2016 (the new Notice) will contain the following changes: 
 

• The expiry of the Notice will be extended for five (5) years with an expiry date of 30 June, 
2021, 

• Schedule 1 has been removed and replaced with a link to the legally enforceable Scheme 
network published on the Roads and Maritime website, 

• Two (2) additional vehicle codes (reflecting 2 configurations) have been included in the 
eligible vehicle list: 

⁻ Code 4 - 5 axle Semitrailer; and 
⁻ Code 49 - 3 axle truck with 5 axle dog trailer and 4 axle dog trailer. 

 
The addition of the above two (2) vehicle codes was based on stakeholder interest, concessional 
mass limits eligibility and calculated pavement wear at the additional Scheme masses which was 
found to be under the green line. 
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It should be noted that there is no longer a grain receival point in Inverell Shire following the closure 
of the Delungra Silos. Council is however being asked to express a view on the extension of this 
scheme. 
 
RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN, DELIVERY PLAN AND OPERATIONAL PLAN: 
 
Strategy: S.12 Provision of safe and efficient networks to ensure connectivity between population 
centres. 
 
Term Achievement: S.12.03 Programs and initiatives to reduce the incidence of overloaded 
vehicles using the road system are implemented.  
 
Operational Objective: S.12.03.01 To eliminate the incidence of overloaded vehicles using the 
road network in the Shire. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICERS COMMENT: 
 
Nil. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That Council continue to be a participant in the Grain Transport Management Scheme 
from 1 July, 2016 – 30 June, 2021. 
 

 
 

ITEM NO: 2.  FILE NO:  S5.10.65 

DESTINATION  5: The communities are served by sustainable services 
and infrastructure S 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR LICENCE AGREEMENT – SAPPHIRE WIND FARM 
PTY LTD 

PREPARED BY: Hayley Nichols, Corporate Support Officer - Publishing 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
Council has received correspondence from CWP Renewables requesting Council enter into a 
Licence Agreement with Sapphire Wind Farm Pty Ltd for three (3) unformed roads for the purpose 
of enabling Sapphire Wind Farm infrastructure.  
 
Council is asked to consider the request. 
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COMMENTARY: 
 
As Council would recall, at the December, 2015 Ordinary Council meeting, Council resolved to 
accept dedication of Waterloo Road, part Western Feeder and three (3) adjoining unformed roads 
to enable the Sapphire Wind Farm development.  
 
Council is now in receipt of formal correspondence from CWP Renewables requesting Council 
enter into a Licence Agreement with Sapphire Wind Farm Pty Ltd for the three (3) unformed roads, 
being; 
 
• Unformed Road 1 – approximately 860 metre long, located off Waterloo Road approximately 6 

kilometres from the Woodstock Road intersection; 
 
• Unformed Road 2 – approximately 860 metre long, located off Waterloo Road approximately 6 

kilometres from the Woodstock Road intersection; and 
 
• Unformed Road 3 – approximately 1.3 kilometre long, located off Western Feeder 

approximately 200 metres from Waterloo Road intersection. 
 
The three (3) unformed roads are shown in red on the below map.  
 

 
 
The following information is provided to assist Councillors in making a determination in respect of the 
request; 
 

• Term of proposed licence is 75 years, 
• Purpose of proposed licence is to provide access to the land for the purposes of constructing 

and operating the Wind Farm including without limitation the erection, construction, 
inspection, repair, maintenance, renewal, removal, replacement, enhancement, enlargement 
and operation of Transmission Infrastructure, crossing over or under and remaining on with or 
without vehicles all parts of the land, any ancillary infrastructure and uses thereto and all 
activities necessary or incidental thereto, 

• Proposed licence fee of $1.00 per annum, 
• There is no political risk – no houses at the start or along the unformed roads therefore 

removing the possibility of dust/noise nuisance. 
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It is recommended that Council enter into a Licence Agreement with Sapphire Wind Farm Pty Ltd for 
the aforementioned three (3) unformed roads to enable Sapphire Wind Farm infrastructure. 
 
RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN, DELIVERY PLAN AND OPERATIONAL PLAN: 
 
Strategy: S.01 Sound Local Government Administration, Governance and Financial Management are 
provided. 
 
Term Achievement: S.01.10 Best Practice in Land Use Administration has been adopted and 
implemented. 
 
Operational Objective: S.01.10.01 To provide and maintain a modern efficient and 
reliable land use administration system which enables the effective and efficient 
management of Shire land. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICERS COMMENT: 
 
Nil. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That: 
 
i) Council enter into a Licence Agreement with Sapphire Wind Farm Pty Ltd for three 

(3) unformed roads known as: 
 
(a)  Unformed Road 1 – approximately 860 metre long, located off Waterloo Road 

approximately 6 kilometres from the Woodstock Road intersection; 
 
(b)  Unformed Road 2 – approximately 860 metre long, located off Waterloo Road 

approximately 6 kilometres from the Woodstock Road intersection; and 
 
(c)  Unformed Road 3 – approximately 1.3 kilometre long, located off Western 

Feeder approximately 200 metres from Waterloo Road intersection. 
 

ii) the Licence Agreement be for a period of 75 years; 
 

iii) the Licence Fee be $1.00 per annum while-ever the Community Fund is in place 
and operates as agreed at the March, 2016 meeting of Council; 

 
iv) should the Community Fund cease to operate as indicated in point iii), that the 

Licence Fee be reviewed; 
 
v) the Licence Agreement be subject to any other terms and conditions as negotiated 

by Council’s General Manager. 
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ITEM NO: 3.  FILE NO: S13.1.1  

DESTINATION  1: A recognised leader in a broader context R 
SUBJECT: LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMALGAMATIONS 

PREPARED BY: Paul Henry, General Manager 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
On Thursday, 12 May, 2016 an announcement was made by the NSW Premier and the Minister for 
Local Government in respect of Local Government amalgamations. Council is being asked to 
receive and note the information and make a determination in respect of its community of interest 
with Tingha.  
 
COMMENTARY: 
 
On Thursday, 12 May, 2016 NSW Premier Mike Baird and the Minister for Local Government Paul 
Toole announced 19 new Councils in NSW, commencing 12 May, 2016. The Minister has indicated 
his in principle support to create a further 9 new Councils, subject to the decision of the courts. 
 
The Minister has announced that he will proceed with the formation of the following Councils: 
 

• Armidale Regional Council: The merger of Armidale Dumaresq and Guyra Shire 
Councils, 
 

• Canterbury-Bankstown Council: The merger of Bankstown City and Canterbury City 
Councils, 
 

• Central Coast Council: The merger of Gosford City and Wyong Shire Councils, 
 

• City of Parramatta Council: The merger of Parramatta City*, The Hills Shire*, Auburn 
City*, Holroyd City* and Hornsby Shire* Councils, 
 

• Cumberland Council: The merger of Parramatta City*, Auburn City* and Holroyd City* 
Councils, 
 

• Edward River Council: The merger of Conargo Shire and Deniliquin Councils, 
  

• Federation Council: The merger of Corowa Shire and Urana Shire Councils, 
 

• Georges River Council: The merger of Hurstville City and Kogarah City Councils, 
  

• Gundagai Council: The merger of Cootamundra Shire and Gundagai Shire Councils, 
  

• Hilltops Council: The merger of Boorowa, Harden Shire and Young Shire Councils, 
  

• Inner West Council: The merger of Ashfield, Leichhardt Municipal and Marrickville 
Councils, 
  

• Mid-Coast Council: The merger of Gloucester Shire, Great Lakes and Greater Taree City 
Councils, 
 

• Murray River Council: The merger of Murray Shire and Wakool Shire Councils,  

https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/armidale-regional-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/canterbury-bankstown-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/central-coast-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/city-of-parramatta-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/cumberland-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/edward-river-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/federation-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/georges-river-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/gundagai-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/hilltops-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/inner-west-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/mid-coast-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/murray-river-council/
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• Murrumbidgee Council: The merger of Jerilderie Shire and Murrumbidgee Shire 
Councils, 
  

• Northern Beaches Council: The merger of Manly, Pittwater and Warringah Councils, 
  

• Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council: The merger of Palerang and Queanbeyan City 
Councils, 
 

• Snowy Monaro Regional Council: The merger of Bombala, Cooma-Monaro Shire and 
Snowy River Shire Councils, 
 

• Snowy Valleys Council: The merger of Tumbarumba Shire and Tumut Shire Councils, 
  

• Western Plains Regional Council: The merger of Dubbo City and Wellington Councils. 
 

Merger proposals pending: 
 
The following merger proposals are pending: 
 

• Armidale Dumaresq, Guyra Shire, Uralla Shire and Walcha Councils,  
• Bathurst Regional and Oberon Councils,  
• Blayney Shire, Cabonne and Orange City Councils,  
• Burwood, City of Canada Bay and Strathfield Municipal Councils,  
• City of Botany Bay and Rockdale City Councils,  
• Dungog Shire and Maitland City Councils,  
• Hornsby Shire* and Ku-ring-gai Councils,  
• Hunter’s Hill, Lane Cove and City of Ryde Councils,  
• Mosman Municipal, North Sydney and Willoughby City Councils,  
• Newcastle City and Port Stephens Councils,  
• Randwick City, Waverley and Woollahra Municipal Councils,  
• Shellharbour City and Wollongong City Councils.  

 
Merger proposals not commencing: 
 
The Minister has decided the following proposals will not proceed: 
 

• Berrigan Shire and Jerilderie Shire* Councils,  
• Boorowa and Young Shire Councils,  
• Cootamundra Shire, Gundagai Shire and Harden Shire Councils,  
• Corowa Shire, Lockhart Shire, Urana Shire Councils,  
• Dungog Shire and Gloucester Shire Councils,  
• Goulburn Mulwaree and Palerang* Councils,  
• Hawkesbury City and The Hills Shire* Councils,  
• Jerilderie Shire* and Murrumbidgee Shire Councils,  
• Kiama Municipal and Shoalhaven City Councils,  
• Manly, Mosman Municipal and Warringah* Councils,  
• North Sydney and Willoughby City Councils,  
• Palerang* and Queanbeyan City Councils,  
• Pittwater and Warringah* Councils,  
• Tamworth Regional and Walcha Councils. 

  
In their announcement, the Premier and Minister indicated that stronger more efficient Councils will 
work harder for residents and deliver better services and infrastructure like roads, parks, 
playgrounds and sporting facilities. 
Other new Council benefits include: 
 

• Each new Council will receive up to $15M to invest in community projects like junior 
sporting facilities, playgrounds and library or pool upgrades, 

https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/murrumbidgee-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/northern-beaches-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/queanbeyan-palerang-regional-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/snowy-monaro-regional-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/snowy-valleys-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/new-councils/western-plains-regional-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/pending-councils/armidale-dumaresq-guyra-shire-uralla-shire-and-walcha-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/pending-councils/bathurst-regional-and-oberon-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/pending-councils/blayney-shire-cabonne-and-orange-city-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/pending-councils/burwood-city-of-canada-bay-and-strathfield-municipal-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/pending-councils/city-of-botany-bay-and-rockdale-city-council/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/pending-councils/dungog-shire-and-maitland-city-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/pending-councils/hornsby-shire-and-ku-ring-gai-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/pending-councils/hunters-hill-lane-cove-and-city-of-ryde-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/pending-councils/mosman-municipal-north-sydney-and-willoughby-city-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/pending-councils/newcastle-city-and-port-stephens-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/pending-councils/randwick-city-waverley-and-woollahra-municipal-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/pending-councils/shellharbour-and-wollongong/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/proposals/berrigan-shire-and-jerilderie-shire-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/proposals/boorowa-and-young-shire-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/proposals/cootamundra-shire-gundagai-shire-and-harden-shire-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/proposals/corowa-shire-lockhart-shire-urana-shire-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/proposals/dungog-shire-and-gloucester-shire-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/proposals/goulburn-mulwaree-and-palerang-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/proposals/hawkesbury-city-and-the-hills-shire-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/proposals/jerilderie-shire-and-murrumbidgee-shire-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/proposals/kiama-municipal-and-shoalhaven-city-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/proposals/manly-mosman-municipal-and-warringah-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/proposals/north-sydney-and-willoughby-city-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/proposals/palerang-and-queanbeyan-city-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/proposals/pittwater-and-warringah-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/proposals/tamworth-regional-and-walcha-councils/
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au/proposals/tamworth-regional-and-walcha-councils/
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• Each new council will receive up to $10M to streamline administrative processes and cut 
red tape (unspent funds may be redirected to community projects), 

• Ratepayers, in new Council areas, will have their rates protected against future increases, 
meaning they will pay no more for their rates than they would have under their old Council 
for four (4) years. 
 

An Administrator and an interim General Manager have been appointed to new Councils.  
 
Elections for new Councils will take place on 9 September, 2017. 
 
Uralla is named among those Councils for whom a merger proposal is pending on the 
Government’s website. However, its proposed merger partners Armidale Dumaresq and Guyra 
have been merged, and the merger of Walcha and Tamworth is listed as not to proceed. 
 
No decision has been made in respect of Council’s submission for the Tingha area having a 
community of interest with Inverell.  
 
Council’s endorsement of the actions of the Mayor in continuing to pursue this issue with the 
Administrator of Armidale Regional Council and the State Government is now sought.    
 
RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN, DELIVERY PLAN AND OPERATIONAL PLAN: 
 
Strategy: R.07 Council is recognised for and distinguished by its management, innovation and 
customer service. 
 
Term Achievement: R.07.01 Council’s operating culture is flexible, efficient, integrated and 
aligned to Council’s strategic objectives and program delivery. 
 
Operational Objective: R.07.01.01 Implement a structured program of continuous improvement, 
based on identifying and adopting leading practice, across the organisation. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil.  
 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICERS COMMENT: 
 
Nil.  
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That Council endorse the actions of the Mayor in continuing to pursue the Tingha area 
community of interest, with the Administrator of Armidale Regional Council and the State 
Government.  
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ITEM NO: 4.  FILE NO: S10.12.2/09  

DESTINATION  5: The communities are served by sustainable services and 
infrastructure S 

SUBJECT: MOBILE PHONE BLACKSPOT COVERAGE 

PREPARED BY: Paul Henry, General Manager 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
Council is in receipt of correspondence regarding the issue of mobile phone black spots and the 
inability to access ‘000’ emergency calls. Council is being asked to make a determination in respect 
of the request.  
 
COMMENTARY: 
 
Council has received correspondence from Katharine Marsh, Kojonup, Western Australia seeking 
support in an Australian wide campaign to the Federal Government requesting further funding for 
mobile phone black spots with a focus on the inability to access ‘000’ emergency numbers. 
 
Ms Marsh initiated this campaign after her partner tragically passed away following a motorbike 
accident in October, 2015. The accident occurred in a mobile phone black spot, delaying 
emergency assistance by 20-30 minutes because ‘000’ could not be dialled from the accident 
scene. This delay may have been the difference between life and death for her partner. 
 
A full copy of the information package for the campaign is attached as Appendix 1 (D10-D14) for 
the information of Council.  
 
Ms Marsh seeks Council’s support by making the petition that forms part of the campaign available 
at Council’s customer service counters for signing by the public.  
 
RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN, DELIVERY PLAN AND OPERATIONAL PLAN: 
 
Strategy: S.11 Facilitate the sharing of information and ideas through remote communications. 
 
Term Achievement: S.11.01 Through collaborative partnerships and community advocacy, 
initiatives are being implemented to provide cost effective communications services to the 
community. 
 
Operational Objective: S.11.01.01 To ensure communities have cost effective access to 
communication services. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICERS COMMENT: 
 
Nil. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
 

A matter for Council.  
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ITEM NO: 1.  FILE NO: S3.6.5  

DESTINATION  2: A community that is healthy, educated and sustainable C 
SUBJECT: INVERELL FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 

PREPARED BY: Paul Henry, General Manager 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Inverell Friends of the Library have provided a copy of the President’s Annual Report and 
financial position for the organisation. Council is requested to note the President’s Report. 
 
COMMENTARY: 
 
Council has consented to the formation of the Inverell Friends of the Library as a Committee of 
Council. The purpose of this group is to: 
 

(i) Promote Library services; 
(ii) Develop community support of the Library; 
(iii) Raise funds for specific projects for the Library; 
(iv) Make representations, individually, as a group or with public support to all levels of 

Government in support of the Library; and 
(v) Enrich the cultural life of the community. 

 
A requirement of the Plan of Management established for this group is the need to provide Council 
with an Annual Report of the group’s activities. This requirement is satisfied by the President of this 
organisation submitting a copy of the President’s Report. A copy of the report is attached as 
Appendix 1 (E14-E15) for Council’s information. 
 
 

ITEM NO: 2.  FILE NO: S13.5.5/09 

DESTINATION 1: A recognised leader in a broader context. R 
SUBJECT: QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE – APRIL 2016 

PREPARED BY: Hayley Nichols, Corporate Support Officer - Publishing 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The following details the Questions without Notice items raised at the Ordinary Meeting held 27 April, 
2016. 
 
Council is requested to note the actions taken to date. 
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COMMENTARY: 
 

BP/REF: 
ITEM NO: SUBJECT and FILE REFERENCE: 

 
COMMENTS: 
 

QWN/ORD 10/16 
Cr Watts 

Mt Russell Road     S28.10.SR123 
 
Cr Watts noted a Delungra resident has 
raised the issue of overhanging branches on 
the Delungra/Mt Russell Road. Can staff 
investigate this matter? 

 
 
Recorded in the Civil and 
Environmental Services Action 
Status Report for monitoring 
and updating. 

QWN/ORD 13/16 
Cr Johnston 

South Inverell Footbridge        S28.9.14 
 
Cr Johnston noted the bridge and asked if the 
current flood warning system was sufficient. 
Can a report be provided to the Committee in 
this matter? 

 
 
Report being prepared. 

QWN/ORD 14/16 
Cr Baker 

Ashford Road Signage       S28.9.18 
 
The current sign replacement program was 
noted. Can staff review the distance indicator 
sign on the Ashford Road as you leave 
Inverell. 

 
 
Recorded in the Civil and 
Environmental Services Action 
Status Report for monitoring 
and updating. 

QWN/ORD 15/16 
Cr Baker 

Safety Mirror  S30.9.6 
 
Cr Baker asked can a safety mirror be 
considered behind Best & Less? 

 
 
Recorded in the Civil and 
Environmental Services Action 
Status Report for monitoring 
and updating. 

 

 
 

ITEM NO: 3.  FILE NO: S4.13.2 

DESTINATION  1: A recognised leader in a broader context R 
SUBJECT: STRATEGIC TASKS – ‘SIGN OFF’ – APRIL 2016 

PREPARED BY: Paul Henry, General Manager 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
A part of a successful governance program is a need for administration to indicate to the policy 
makers that the requirements of the legislation, under which the organisation operates, has been 
provided. As a result, this information report provides Councillors with a statement of assurance 
from the General Manager that in accordance with the Local Government Act, 1993; the tasks have 
been complied with.   
 
COMMENTARY: 
 
The April, 2016 tasks required to be undertaken are detailed below. Any of these tasks may be 
added to as Council becomes familiar with this new initiative.  
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Date Compliance Requirement Achieved/Not 
Achieved Comments 

30 April, 2016 Fourth quarter rates instalment 
notice to be sent (s.562). Achieved 

Rates notices issued 
19 April, 2016. 

30 April, 2016 
Public bodies to provide 
Council with a list of parcels of 
land to which rate rebate 
applies (s.600). 

Achieved 
To date no applications 
have been received. 

 
I confirm that the performance criteria as set out in the criteria for scheduled tasks have been met 
for the month of April, 2016. I confirm the accuracy and completeness of the information provided 
above, in that to the best of my knowledge and understanding, all material information has been 
herein disclosed.  
 

P J HENRY  PSM 
 

GENERAL MANAGER 
 
 

ITEM NO: 4.  FILE NO: S12.22.1/09  

DESTINATION  2: A community that is healthy, educated and sustainable C 
SUBJECT: INVERELL MEN'S HEALTH NIGHT – ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

PREPARED BY: Paul Henry, General Manager 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
Further information has been provided by Hunter New England Health in respect of the Inverell 
Men’s Health Night being conducted under the auspice of the Inverell Prostate Cancer Support 
Group later this year. Council is being asked to receive and note the information. 
 
COMMENTARY: 
 
Council’s Economic & Community Sustainability Committee considered a report at their May 
meeting regarding a request from Hunter New England Health for financial assistance for the 
conduct of an Inverell Men’s Health Night. The Committee recommended a financial contribution of 
$1K on the proviso that Hunter New England Health provides additional information which details 
their support for the event.  
 
The following further information has now been provided by Belinda Robinson, Community Health 
Manager, outlining Inverell Community Health’s commitment and support for Men’s Health and the 
event: 
 

‘The Men’s Health Night is being run under the auspice of Inverell Prostate Cancer Support 
Group. 
 
Staff have seen a need for men’s health education and with this Janece Fleming has been 
appointed as the Project Officer for Community Health for this event. Funding for her wage 
has been specially provided by Nursing and Midwifery for 12 hours per fortnight which is 
above Janece’s normal work hours. This funding was applied for as an exceptional request 
and was successful. 
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Other staff members from Inverell Community Health are assisting by: 
 

• Staff encouraging Men from Ashford, Bundarra, Tingha, Delungra and Inverell 
areas to attend the event. As well as reinforcing our commitment to Closing the 
Gap Health Strategy, 

• Providing resources for Men to take home to ensure consistent messages are 
provided, 

• Providing education sessions on specific men’s health issues at the event, 
• Providing an Aboriginal Health Worker sourcing culturally appropriate resources, 
• Providing information stalls, 
• Providing staffing support leading up to and at the event for support and co-

ordination to ensure a smooth running event, 
• Providing advertising and press releases leading up to the event’. 

 
 

ITEM NO: 5.  FILE NO: S26.3.14  

DESTINATION  4: A strong local economy B 
SUBJECT: OPERA IN THE PADDOCK 2016 

PREPARED BY: Paul Henry, General Manager 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
Council is in receipt of correspondence from Peta Blyth OAM, Artistic Director, Opera North West 
Ltd regarding Opera in the Paddock which was held on 2 April, 2016. Council is being asked to 
receive and note the information provided.  
 
COMMENTARY: 
 
Opera in the Paddock was held on the property ‘Mimosa’ on 2 April, 2016 and according to Mrs 
Blyth, ‘the event was a resounding success with undoubtedly the most enthusiastic response to 
date with a standing ovation of 10 mins in the paddock’.  
 
Two (2) concerts were held this year. One (1) in Armidale on 1 April, 2016, which attracted an 
audience of 350 people, and then the paddock event the following evening which attracted an 
audience of 650. Given that the event last year was cancelled at the 11th hour due to a 
thunderstorm, organisers were pleased with this positive response.   
 
Mrs Blyth has provided Council with a comprehensive report on the event. A copy is attached as 
Appendix 2 (E16-E34) for the information of Council.  
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 ITEM NO: 6.  FILE NO:  S7.2.4/09 

DESTINATION  3: An environment that is protected and sustained. E 
SUBJECT: CONSTRUCTION CERTIFICATES APPROVED FOR  

APRIL 2016 

PREPARED BY: Julie Forrester, Temporary Administration Assistant 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The following details the Construction Certificates approved by Council for April, 2016. 
 
INFORMATION: 
 

Construction 
Certificate 
Number 

Applicant Property Construction $  Amount 

CC-16/2016 Mr William Bruce 
Hollingworth 

519 Eastern Feeder, 
KINGSLAND 2370 Construct Dwelling 350,000 

CC-21/2016 Mr Mark Roger 
Daley 

12 Brae Street, INVERELL 
2360 Carport 5,000 

CC-22/2016 
Mr Terrence Noel 
Lawlor and Ms 
Alison Gaye King 

48 Queen Street,  
INVERELL 2360 Carport 6,000 

CC-23/2016 Mr Warwick 
Walter Storm 

299 Auburn Vale Road, 
INVERELL 2360 Erect New Shed 30,000 

Monthly estimated value of Approvals:  April 2016 4 $391,000 

 
AMENDED CONSTRUCTION CERTIFICATES 
 

Construction 
Certificate 
Number 

Applicant Property Construction $  Amount 

CC-100/2012/B Inverell Shire 
Council 

55 Burtenshaw Road, 
INVERELL 2360 Proposed Shed 0 

CC-6/2015/B Ms Sharon Anne 
Thomas 

7 Albert Street, 
INVERELL 2360 New Shed & Carport 0 

Monthly estimated value of Approvals:  April 2016 2 0 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The following details the Construction Certificates approved by Private Certifier for April, 2016. 
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INFORMATION: 
 

Construction 
Certificate 
Number 

Applicant Property Construction $  Amount 

CC-28/2016 

Mr Dylan Gavin 
Norman Hogg and 
Ms Kimberlee 
Brooke Wilson  

463 Old Bundarra Road, 
INVERELL 2360 New Dwelling 161,665 

CC-30/2016 

Mr Luke Charles 
Holder and Mrs 
Melissa Dawn 
Holder 

267 Fernhill Road, 
INVERELL 2360 New Dwelling 230,000 

CC-33/2016 
New England North 
West Planning 
Services 

103 McLean Road, 
INVERELL 2360 Secondary Dwelling 49,500 

CC-34/2016 Mrs Danyelle 
Katherine Harris 

“Fairfield”, 15032 Guyra 
Road, GILGAI 2360 

Alterations and 
Additions 19,281 

CC-35/2016 Mr Donald MacRae 
Findlay 

5 Hopper Street, 
INVERELL 2360 

Addition of Awning at 
Rear of Dwelling 17,578 

Monthly estimated value of Approvals: April 2016 5 $478,024 

 
 

ITEM NO: 7.  FILE NO:  S7.2.4/09 

DESTINATION  3: An environment that is protected and sustained. E 
SUBJECT: COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATES APPROVED DURING 

APRIL 2016 

PREPARED BY: Julie Forrester, Temporary Administration Assistant 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The following details the Complying Development Certificates approved by Council during  
April, 2016. 
 
INFORMATION:   
 

Complying 
Development 
Number 

Applicant Property Construction $  Amount 

CD-10/2016 Ms Tineke Marie 
Dekkers 

25 Granville Street, 
INVERELL 2360 Construct Patio 13,000 

CD-11/2016 Jorgensen 
Building 

34 Caloola Drive, 
INVERELL 2360 Dwelling 348,000 

CD-12/2016 Mrs Kayelene 
Michele Rynne 

305 Ashford Road, 
INVERELL 2360 Construct Garage 21,931 
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CD-13/2016 
Leisure Pools 
Clarence Valley & 
Tablelands 

54 Dog Trap Lane, 
INVERELL 2360 

Install Swimming 
Pool 70,500 

CD-14/2016 
Mr Alan Wallace 
Abbot and Ms 
Carol Anne May 

31 Clancys Drive, 
INVERELL 2360 Construct Gazebo 9,500 

CD-17/2016 Mr Tyson Wayne 
Varidel 

24 Mulligan Street, 
INVERELL 2360 New Shed 12,000 

Monthly estimated value of Approvals: April 2016 6 $474,931 

 
AMENDED COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATES 
 
Nil. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The following details the Complying Development Certificates approved by Private Certifier for April, 
2016. 
 
INFORMATION:   
 

Complying 
Development 
Number 

Applicant Property Construction $  Amount 

CD-16/2016 Mr Barry Robert 
Ehsman 

51 Wolbah Close, 
INVERELL 2360 New Shed 59,000 

CD-18/2016 Mr Barry William 
Bourke 

63 Froude Street, 
INVERELL 2360 New Shed 3,500 

Monthly estimated value of Approvals: April 2016 2 $62,500 

 
 

ITEM NO: 8.  FILE NO:  S7.2.4/09 

DESTINATION  3: An environment that is protected and sustained. E 
SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF BUILDING CONSTRUCTION FOR APRIL 2016 

PREPARED BY: Julie Forrester, Temporary Administration Assistant 

 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The following report summarises the Building Construction for the Inverell Shire in April, 2016. 
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INFORMATION:  
 
Total Building Construction for Inverell Shire for April, 2016: 
 

Type of Consent Number $ Amount 

Construction Certificates – Council Approved 4 391,000 

Construction Certificates – Private Certifier 5 478,024 

Complying Development – Council Approved 6 474,931 

Complying Development – Private Certifier 2 62,500 

Totals 17 $1,406,445 

 
Estimated Value of Approvals issued in the financial ytd in: 2015/2016 (133)  $12,990,843  
 2014/2015 (154) $ 25,317,198 
  
 

ITEM NO: 9.  FILE NO:  S18.10.2/09 

DESTINATION  3: An environment that is protected and sustained E 
SUBJECT: DEVELOPMENT CONSENTS AND REFUSALS DURING APRIL 2016 

PREPARED BY: Julie Forrester, Temporary Administration Assistant 

 
SUMMARY:  
 
The following details the Development Consents and Refusals during April, 2016. 
 
INFORMATION: 
 
APPROVALS 
 

Development 
Application 
Number 

Applicant Property Development $ Amount 

DA-32/2016 Mr Mark Roger 
Daley 

12 Brae Street, 
INVERELL 2360 Carport 5,000 

DA-33/2016 
Mr Terrence Noel 
Lawlor and Ms 
Alison Gaye King 

48 Queen Street, 
INVERELL 2360 Carport 6,000 

DA-34/2016 Mr Warwick Walter 
Storm 

299 Auburn Vale Road, 
INVERELL 2360 Erect New Shed 30,000 

Monthly estimated value of Approvals: April 2016 3 $41,000 
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DEVELOPMENT AMENDMENTS 
 

 
REFUSALS 
 
Nil. 
 
 

ITEM NO: 10.  FILE NO:  S29.19.1 

DESTINATION  3: An environment that is protected and sustained E 
SUBJECT: SEPTIC TANK APPROVALS FOR APRIL 2016 

PREPARED BY: Julie Forrester, Temporary Administration Assistant 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The following details the Septic Tank approvals for April, 2016. 
 
INFORMATION: 
 

 
 

ITEM NO: 11.  FILE NO:  S18.10.1 

DESTINATION  3: An environment that is protected and sustained E 
SUBJECT: ORDINANCE ACTIVITIES REPORT FOR APRIL 2016 

PREPARED BY: Julie Forrester, Temporary Administration Assistant 

 

Development 
Application 
Number Applicant Property Development 

$ Amount 

DA-9/2015/A Ms Sharon Anne 
Thomas 

7 Albert Street, 
INVERELL 2360 

New Shed & Carport 0 

Monthly estimated value of Approvals: April 2016 1 0 

Application 
Number Applicant Property 

S-4/2016 Mr James Joseph 
Towle Hain “Burmah” 396 Burmah Road, GRAMAN 2360 

S-6/2016 Mr Williams Bruce 
Hollingsworth 519 Eastern Feeder, KINGSLAND 2370 
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SUMMARY: 
 
The following details the number of various Ordinance activities carried out during April, 2016, in 
comparison to the same month in 2015. 
 
INFORMATION: 
 
COMPLIANCE 
 

Inverell Shire Council Pound Monthly Report April 2016 
 

 
 

Inverell Shire Council Pound Monthly Report April 2015 
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ITEM NO: 12.  FILE NO:  S5.6.2 

DESTINATION  5: The communities are served by sustainable services and 
infrastructure S 

SUBJECT: INFRASTRUCTURE BACKLOG - NRMA FUNDING LOCAL ROADS 
2015 REPORT 

PREPARED BY: Ken Beddie, Director Corporate and Economic Services 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
Council at its April, 2016 Meeting considered the report on the Draft 2016/2017 Operational Plan 
and Budget, the Long Term Financial Plan and the Roads Asset Plan. The report included detailed 
information on Council’s Infrastructure Backlog. The following additional information in respect of 
the substantially reduced NSW Councils Infrastructure Backlog now being reported by New South 
Wales Councils under the revised calculation methodology and as included in the NRMA Funding 
Local Roads 2015 Report is provided for Council’s information. 
 
COMMENTARY: 
 
Council at its April, 2016 Meeting considered the report on the Draft 2016/2017 Operational Plan 
and Budget, the Long Term Financial Plan and the Roads Asset Plan. The report included detailed 
information on Council’s Infrastructure Backlog and the methodology which now must be applied in 
calculating the Backlog amount as required by the NSW Office of Local Government’s Integrated 
Planning and Reporting Guidelines 2013, the CPA Australia – Valuation and Depreciation – A 
guide for the not-for-profit and public sector under accrual based accounting standards 2013, the 
International Infrastructure Management Manual 2015, and the Local Government Code of 
Accounting Practice which is updated on an annual basis. These publications, as stated in the 
Report, provided the strongest guidance yet for New South Wales Councils in the Condition Rating 
(Asset Assessment) of Council’s assets, the preparation of Special Schedule 7 and the calculation 
of the Infrastructure Backlog amount. 
 
As noted in the Report, Council’s auditable infrastructure backlog as at 30 June, 2015 (excluding all 
asset upgrade costs) was $5.1M and related entirely to the Shire Rural Sealed Road Network. As 
stated in the Report, the Backlog is only that proportion of asset renewal work which must be 
completed in the next 12 months, to bring assets up to a satisfactory condition, which is not funded.  
 
The NRMA has now released a report “Funding Local Roads 2015” as part of their federal election 
platform for the July, 2016 Federal Election. The report analysed the Infrastructure Backlogs of all 
New South Wales Councils. The report highlights that “Councils this year reported repairs of $1.7 
billion down from $3.2 billion last year on the back of strict reporting requirements under the State 
Government’s Fit for the Future reforms”.   
 
The Report indicates that the current backlog of infrastructure funding required to bring roads to a 
satisfactory condition at the revised $1.7B amount is comprised of $1.3B required for regional 
Council road renewals and $375M for metropolitan Councils. It notes that the maintenance deficit 
for 2014-15 is $35M for regional Councils, with metropolitan Councils having a surplus $13.8M. 
This is due to a number of metropolitan Councils spending a greater portion of funds on road 
resurfacing activities. This expenditure is not regular and does vary with the size of Council’s road 
network.  
 
The Report advises that the Key results for Regional Councils are: 
 

• The Hunter region has the highest infrastructure backlog estimate at $286.5M, being 16.7 
per cent of the total backlog. 
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• Mid North Coast region backlog fell from $608.4M in 2013-14 to $253.8M in 2014-15. The 
backlog fell $354.6M, equivalent to a 58 per cent reduction. 

• The South West region experienced the biggest percentage fall in its backlog at 68 per 
cent. 

• No regional Council has a backlog of more than $100M worth of road infrastructure in 
2014-15 compared to five (5) regional Councils in 2013-14. 

• Port Macquarie Hastings Council has the highest road infrastructure backlog estimate at 
$91.4M, down from $225.1M in 2013-14. The reported Infrastructure Backlog for Clarence 
Valley Council had decreased from $224M to $29M. 

• Gosford Council also has the biggest maintenance deficit estimated at $11.6M. 
• Regional Councils tend to have relatively higher road infrastructure and maintenance 

backlogs than metropolitan Councils. 
 
In respect of the New England Councils, the following information is provided: 
 

 
 
While not shown in the Report, Tamworth Regional Council had an Infrastructure Backlog of 
$20.063M, being the highest Backlog in the region, but representing an Infrastructure Backlog 
Ratio of only 2.3% which is only just over the required <2.0% by 2020 Fit for the Future 
Benchmark. 
 
A review of the information shows that Inverell’s Backlog at $5.1M (infrastructure backlog ratio of 
1.48%) is comparable with the region and other similar sized Councils in New South Wales. 
Council has been in the fortunate position unlike many Councils where it has been able to allocate 
very substantial additional funding to its Rural Road Network as part of its Fit for the Future 
Roadmap. 
 
A full copy of the NRMA Report can be viewed on their website. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That the items contained in the Information Reports to the Ordinary Meeting of Council 
held on Wednesday, 25 May, 2016, be received and noted. 
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APPENDIX 1 
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APPENDIX 2 
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