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1.1    Policy statement 

The transfer of a Crown Road to Council will be subject to a report being presented to 
Council. 
 

1.2    Application 

Crown public roads provide lawful access to many privately owned and leasehold lands 
where little or no subdivision has occurred since the early nineteenth century.  These roads 
are part of the State’s public road network. They are often referred to as ‘paper roads’ as 
many have not been formed or constructed. 
 
Requests for Council to accept control of crown roads, whether they are ‘paper roads’, fully or 
partially constructed, are generally associated with: 
 

1) Development applications, typically the construction of a crown road to service a 
dwelling or lots within a subdivision; or 

 
2) Constructed crown roads which service one or more properties, where Council is 

requested to: 
 

a) Accept maintenance responsibility; or 
 

b) Accept control of the road to prevent its closure (e.g. where one property 
owner purchases the access of another property owner/s). 

 
There may be certain circumstance where Council has a vested interest in a crown road and 
will initiate the transfer. 

1.3    Definitions 

Crown Road – A road which is owned and managed by the State Government or an agency 
of the State Government. 
 
Inverell Urban Area – Land within the suburb of Inverell, zoned residential (but not large lot 
residential, rural or similar), business or industrial under the relevant local environmental plan. 

1.4    Implementation 
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Each transfer of a crown road to Council control will be assessed on its individual merits.  
Generally, one or more of the following criteria are to be satisfied prior to Council considering 
supporting the transfer of a crown road to its responsibility: 
 

1) Council has historically maintained (excluding private works agreements) the crown 
road as a public road, which is partly or wholly located within a crown road reserve; 
 

2) There is significant infrastructure located within a crown road reserve and provision of 
an easement is not feasible; 
 

3) The road reserve has been identified by Council as having strategic importance; 
 

4) For new development, within the Inverell Urban Area – Refer to Council’s 
Management Policy – Access to Residences. 

 
5) For new development, other than the Inverell Urban Area: 

 
a) The crown road (entire length or relevant part if applicable) is constructed to 

Council’s public road standard at the developer’s expense prior to the 
commencement of the development;  
 

b) All costs associated with the transfer are borne by the developer; and 
 

c) The scale of the proposed development will promote significant (as 
determined by Council) economic and/or population growth for region. 
 
Generally, Council will not support the transfer of crowns roads where they 
are proposed to serve a single dwelling or lot.  Alternative methods of access 
would need to be established (right of carriageway, landholder to purchase 
the crown road, etc.). 

 
6) It is within the public interest, having consideration for: 

 
a) The standard of construction of the road, including any required upgrade; 

 
b) The number and use of the properties utilising the road; 

 
c) Council’s responsibility towards future maintenance; 

 
d) Alternative access arrangements that may exist; 

 
e) Access to places of environmental, cultural or recreational significance. 

 
For roads that remain ‘crown’; if possible, Council will encourage that they remain open where 
they provide practical and/or legal access to properties.  

1.5    Procedures 

Maintenance of Crown Roads – Private Works - Any maintenance of crown roads 
undertaken as private works will be undertaken in accordance with Council’s Management 
Policy – Private Works under Section 67.  
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Works undertaken via a private works agreement confers no responsibility on Council to 
accept ownership or control of a crown road. 
 
In the event that a crown road is transferred to Council under the Roads Act 1993, without 
prior consideration of this policy, Council may not maintain the road unless the criteria above 
is met. 

1.6 Related Documents 

Compliance with this policy provides no guarantee that approval would be granted under any 
other plan or policy, including development consent issued under the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979.  There may be requirements of other government agencies which 
may influence the outcome of any road transfer request. 
 
In addition to costs associated with construction and transfer of a crown road, contributions 
under the relevant Section 94 Plan applying to the land may apply. 

1.7 Modification History 

Adopted by Council 23 April 2014 (Resolution 42/14). 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


